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2 THE NIGHT ADVENTURER. 

Our hero was the youngeft of three brothers j 
the elded fo wholly addided to fencing, that, 
by his continual handling of cold iron, he loft 
an eye; which might have been no fmall ad« 
vantage towards making him a good markfman. 
The fecond brother placed all his hopes on the 
air, for, being an excellent tennis player, he 
reckoned to make his fortune that way ; but, 
among all the other faults in that game, he 
committed one never to be retrieved ; for ha- 
ving overheated himfelf, he fell into a pleurify^ 
of which he died^ leaving the poor balls and 
rackets deftitute of a real friend, who loved 
them above bis life. This youngeft brother we 
are to treat of, in his tender years, was called 
plain Don Diego ; but, when grown up, fome 
added the furname of Fly-Ught, and others cal- 
led him Don Diego Love-Night ; becaufe he 
fled from light and only delighted in darknefs. 
At ten years of age he was put to the Latin 
fchool, where, though he advanced but little, 
yet he had the good luck not to grow pedantic. 
This fmall capacity was highly favoured by For* 
tune, who took care of him from his cradle. 
Scarce was he fixteen years of age before he 
was preferred to fome church-livings, which 
obliged' him to refide at Toledo ; a pleafing 
duty that compelled him to jiive in fo delightful 






THE NIGHT ADVENTURER. 3 

a place. Four years he continued under this 
reftraint ; but as foon as he could reckon twen- 
ty years of age, neither his duty, nor the many 
charms of that beautiful city, which are fuch as 
would engage the mod airy difpolitions, could 
in the lead prevail upon his. He fo delighted 
in rambling, that, to comply with his wander- 
ing inclination, he parted with his benefices, 
referving to himfelf fome penfions out of them, 
which, together with his own eftate, made up a- 
bout five or fix hundred pounds a-year. 

He left Toledo to fettle at Madrid, the ufual 
refidence of the Court of Spain ; and made 
choice of that quarter of the town which bed 
fuited with his humour, being a blind corner, 
remote from the concourfe of the people, where 
he bought a houfe that had two feparate apart- 
ments. The one of them he made choice of 
for himfelf, fitting it up to his own extravagant 
fancy j without altering the other, which how- 
ever he furniflied very handfomely, to entertain 
his friends upon occafion. The apartment he 
referved for himfelf was contrived after a very 
odd manner. He pulled down the upper 'flo- 
ries, and made it much lower than all the hou- 
fes about it, that they might fhelter it from the 
fun, which he mortally hated ; he alfo flopped 
up all the windows that could admit the leafl 
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4 THE NIGHT ADVENTURER. 

gUmpfe of day-light : The walls were hung with 
black baize, as condemned hy him to perpetu- 
al mourning. .In fhort, it was more like a tomb 
for the dead than a manfion for the living. He 
was a paflionate lover of mufic, and delighted 
in nothing more than in finging to his guittar; 
fo that, by continual praAice, he was become a 
match for the beft in that profeffion. He was 
fatisfied with what he had, difdaining any means 
ofincreafing it. His courfe of life was diffe- 
rent from all the reft of mankind, turning day 
into night and night into day. He never went 
abroad till it was quite dark, and as foon as 
ever he difcovered the firfl dawning of the day 
he hafted home. 

When he went to ramble about' the ftrects, 
though, in the darkeft nights, he took nothing 
with him but his fword, a target hanging to his 
girdle, and fometimes a guittar in his hand. In 
thefe his midnight travels, Fortune threw in his 
way feveral adventures, which always proved 
lucky enough to him i at leaft he never came 
oflfwithdilhonoun 
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ADVENTURE L 



About the middle of January, Don Diego 
Lovc-Night took a fancy, near eleven at night, 
to ramble the (Irects of Madrid, playing on his 
guittar, and at times Hnging fonie dlveriing airs 
to his inftrument. He had not gone far from 
his houfc before he put himfclf into a poflure to 
ferenade a certain lady of his acquaintance; 
but calling to mind that he had given her that 
diverfion feveral times before, and confidering 
that malicious perfons might perhaps milinter- 
pret his innocent intentions, and lay fome ble* 
mifh on the reputation of the perfon he defign- 
ed to honour; he went on, moving as flowly as 
generally a man does who is going againd his 
will. He paflcd on from one (Ircet to another, 
without any defign but to ufc exercife for his 
health, and to divert himfclf with finging and 
playing on his guittar when the fancy took him. 
Having traverfed a conddcrablc part of Madrid, 
when the clocks of the monaflcries had juft 
done ringing the religious to matins, which is 
always at twelve, be found himfelf in a part ot 
the town he was yet a firanger to, and ihould 
have taken it for the real manfion of the God 
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6 THE NIGHT ADVENTURER. 

of Silence, had not be (tumbled on a dog tbat 
began to growl at htm. At the fame time he 
heard a window open, and fomebody hem, as it 
were, to invite him to draw near. His heart 
was too tender to withftand fuch a temptation, 
fo that, (lopping (hort, and liftening with all his 
attention, he heard thefe words fpoken with a 
wbifpcring voice : •• If it be you who yefterday 
'* left this place with fuch tokens of the fatis- 
*• fadipn you had received, why do you come 
••. foliate?" Don Diego was fomewhat (lartled 
at this quedion, but, yielding to his natural cu« 
riofity, anfwercd in the fame tone, ** I am he, 
** open the door, and I will fatisfy you/' No 
fooner had he fpoken thefe words,, but he heard 
the door open, and fomebody faid to him, 
•' Come in foftly." He did fo without hefita- 
tion, or confidering what the confcquence might 
be, concluding fomcthing mud be ventured, ra- 
ther than let flip fo favourable an opportunity, 
as he fancied Fortune here o(rered him. He 
was taken by the hand, and having been led 
through feveral doors, inftead of the loving em- 
braces he expeded, he found himfelf bafely laid 
hold of behind, his^ arms taken away, and 
^ brought into a fpacious room, where there vrero 
two candles burning on the table. Then he 
found himfelf in the hands of four able fellows. 
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who, by their countenances, promifed him no 
good ufage. Looking about, he fpied a vene* 
table old man, who, in an angry tone, dircdting 
his difcourfe to tbofe who held our adventurer, 
faid, " Why did you bring him before me alive? 
•* why did not you throttle him as he came in ?" 
Then turning to the prifoner, " Barbarian," faid 
he, " 1 can never believe you are of noble ex- 
" traftipn. Wicked man ! What wrong could 
*^ this decrepit old age do you, that you (hould 
•* fully its honour upon the brink of the grave, 
** where the mod infamous pcrfons defire to be 
s ** laid without taint or blcmiili ! If you had any 
•• caufe to third after revenge upon me, why 
** did you not exercife it on this remainder of 
^* life, which is now expiring, and not on my 
*' reputation, which ought to be everlafting ? 
•• But your defign was to treat uie worfe than 
** an executioner would have done, depriving 
*♦ me of two lives at once. You were fenfible, 
** that in (Iriking at my reputation, you ilabbed 
♦• my heart. Your luft has done nle a wrong 
^* of fuch heinous nature, that though your life 
** falls a facrifice to me in this place, to atone 
♦• for your offence, yet you will ever remain 
•* my debtor, and your death will rather ferve 
*^ for a terror to others than be a fatisfai^ion- to 
** me. But away with him, let his throat be 

B 4 



8 THK NIGHT ADVENTURER. 

'* cut immediately, and his heart ripped out to 
** be thrown in his face, as a traitor. Yet be« 
** fore you carry him oflf, call in that mad wo* 
M man, that wc may celebrate their nuptials 
♦• arid funeral together.'* 

Whilfl the old man paufed awhile, after 
Ipeaking thefe words, in came a lady, whofe 
eyes and countenance were fo full of charms, 
that as foon as Don Diego fpied her, all the 
terrors of death he had conceived by the dread- 
ful decree of his ancient judge, were difpellcd, 
and gave way to the fatisfadion of admiring 
that beautiful objedl. On the other hand, the 
lady fiScing that ftranger in the hands of her 
brothers^; was fo furprifed and concerned, that 
her blodd, flying up to her face, added much 
ludrb to her natural petfe<flion. Her father and 
brothers were amaxed, and the prifoner flood in 
B rapture. There let us leave them awhile in 
that perplexity, to difcover whence it proceed- 
ed;' 

' A certain gentleman, whofe name was Don 
Frederick, fo great a darling of Nature and For* 
tun^, that they fecmed to contend who fliould 
heap the greateft favours on him ; the latter 
having made him mafter of a moil plentiful e- 
Aate, and the former derived him from a noble 
familyi and endowed him with a generous foul; 
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Tirtuous inclinations, and a graceful pcrfon; 
This gentleman was paflionately in love with 
the beauty, wit, and perfcflions of Fcnicia, the 
lady we lad fpoke of, who, as flic triumphed in 
the conquers flie had gained over the mod ac- 
compli (hed perfons about the court, fo was (he 
herfelf fubdued by the vidory flie had gained 
over Don Frederick ; cither that Ihe had ob« 
fcrved more worth in him, or that there was a 
greater fympathy between their fouls. 

They had managed this mutual affedion with 
fuch fecrecy, that her father and brotherS| 
though they obferved her actions mod narrow- 
ly; could never difcover the lead token of their 
familiarity. But as it is a matter of the greated 
diiTiculty to fecure a happincfs which is in the 
power of another, who only dudies how to de- 
ftroy it, fo Was this difappointed and cut off, 
when lead expefted, by the cunning and falfe- 
hood of Frederick ; for after a long, counterfeit, 
fliow of condancy, attended with many fpecious 
expreflions of a fincere affedlion, he obtained 
the lad favour of Fenicia, under a verbal pro- 
mife of marriage. No fooner had he gained 
this glorious conqued, and by its aniorous wealth 
been plentifully rewarded for his many fighs 
and tears, but he made Fenicia fenfible, by ma- 
ny fignsp that he had not the value for her ihe 

B5 



to THE NIGHT ADVENTUREIU 

defervcd ; and flic perceived by bis bebaviour 
tbat ftie bad but too much caufe to repent of 
vrbat (he bad done. In fine, ihe difcovered fo 
much coldnefs and fo much impatience in him 
to be gone, after the accompliihment of his willt 
that (he began to miftruft his performing the 
protcRations he had made her. When he was 
gone, (he began to reileft on the fault Ihe had 
committed, and to apprehend (he was deluded 
by Frederick ; defpair feized her heart, and (he 
*vfas in a labyrinth of confufion-. The remain- 
ing part of the night, and the next day, (he was 
fo troubled with the thoughts of this affair, that 
at night, when the time drew near about which 
Frederick wa9 to return, ihe refolved, though 
vot without much difficulty, to make known 
her misfortune to her father and brothers, to 
' prevent more fatal confequences } that in c^afe 
• Frederick would break his promife, and not 
Hand to his word, they might advife together 
" of the means to compel him. 

They were no ftrangers to Don Frederick's 
name or quality, but they knew not his perfon. 
This both incenfed and confounded them ; yet 
they loft not much time in confulting, or be- 
wailing their misfortune, but confidering the 
diflemper was defperate, they refolved to apply 
• defperate remedy^ and to treat Don Frede- 
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tictc, as, through miftuke, they were now going 
to ufe the innocent Don Diego. Fortune de* 
iigriing to make her fport of hini, brought him 
under Fenicia's windo\v9| juft at the time (lie 
was upon the watch, expeding the approach of 
her ungrateful lover; her trouble, and the dark- 
nefs of the night, made her incapable of diftin- 
guifhing betwixt the true perfon and the falfe; 
As foon as ihe heard (lie thought it was Frede* 
rick, and upon that notion fpoke thofe wordii 
which charmed poor Don Diego, and engaged- 
him in the danger where we left him. 
Fenicia's father and brothers were refolved' 

. to make Frederick marry her, either by his con* 
fcnt or by force ; or at lead to wafh out the 

: (lain he had laid on their honour with bis bloodi 
However, for the better managing of the affnir; 
and led Frederick fhould take a prejudice to 

, Fenicia, they agreed (lie (liould pretend not to 
have difcovered' the fecret ; and that* as it were 
to excu(b^ and refcue him out of the hands of 
her brothers, ihe Ihould politively a(firm, that 

•.wa^none of the perfon who was with her the 
night before ; that fo he might imagine their 
familiarity had been^ difooyered- by the indif^ 
cretion or falfehood of a fervant, who* waS' iiu 

' truded with the fecret of their love. 
* Thul Fepicia, ftartled.to feci a^periba ub* 
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1 2 THE NIGHT ADVENTURER4 • 

known to her taken in the fnare ihe had laid 
for Frederick, inftead of the diflimulation and 
artifice concerted among thern^ delivered ber« 
fclf with all poflible fincerity, faying, •• Brothers^ 
you are miftakcn ; this man you ufe fo ill, and 
V^wrong ib much, is none of the perfon you 
tV.lpok for. This Is not Frederick, Good God I 
tV what a prodigious Tcandal is this after fo great 
1' a misfortune,/ 1 confefs 1 tranfgrefled moft 
1* heinoufly; the laft night, and brought a great 
f.fcandal'uppn your reputation; but now our 
** fhame wiU be made known, (ince we have 
f ,aC(}uainted this man with it, who will never 
I'jfail tp divulge it/V 

:;'7he brothers were amazed to hear her, and 
)^hifpered one another, *' How notably (he dif- 
y. fcmbks, flie does it as if flie fpoke truth/' 
She perceiving their double miftake, endeavour- 
ed aU. ihe could to undeceive them, by repeat^ 
ed oaths and proteftsitions, till at lad they be* 
gan to gaze upon one another, without fpeak^ 
io£t a ^wordt as not knowing what to think of 
that buiinefs, Opn Diego, on the other hand^ 
^Pniirmed Feoicia*3 aflertions, alleging they took 
him for Wiotfcet, fpr: bci.had . peyer been; near 
thcin bquft^ befpre ; th^t his name was Don DU 
ego, and he.UelOilgjed to the clergy, and there^ 

fi»f UK^^ble of maiiying; whercupoti he ptfU- 

: 'J • 



THE NIGHT ADVENTURER. I J 

ed out of his pocket fome letters and other pa- 
pers, which proved the truth of his words. The 
old man, father to Fenicia, was highl)^ incenfed 
at his daughter, as the caufe of all thefe unluc« 
ky accidents. 

Love-Night by this time began to breathe 
more freely, believing he might now expe^l to 
be reilored to his liberty ; but fortune being re« 
folved to make trial of his courage, charged him 
again with frefli terrors. Fenicia's brothers in a 
rage to be thus impofed upon, and at this un«* 
known perfon's being made acquainted with 
their fhame, confulted together how to remedy 
this inconveniency ; and their debate being near 
Don Diego, he could hear them talk of murder^ 
ing him, the elded making the propofal, and the 
reft confenting to it. " We are unfortunate,** 
faid he, ** in all our undertakings ; we have dif* 
^ covered all our (hame before this man, who 
** will fet it abroad everywhere as foon as it is 
** day, to revenge the affront we have oficred 
^ him. There is no flopping here, let us pro^ 
** ceed : We will lead him out, now it is night,. 
f* to fome by* place near the town wall, and 
^ cut hb throat at the door of fome bawdy- 
^ houfe^ it will never be known who commit* 
.^ ted the fadt ; and thus we may fecure our-^ 
^ (elves againA the difgrace our fiunily might 
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^ lie under.** Some debates arofe upon thb 
bloody propofalf but at lenj;th they all confent« 
edtoit. 

Don Diego ftiU fpoke not a word, hoping* if 
they carried him out of the houfe without hold* 
ing, he might either fave himfelf by his heels 
flying, or by his hands defending himfelf ; but 
the defign being made known to the good ol j 
man by the moll compaflionate of the confpi- 
rators, he drew near Don Diego* with* his fword 
in his hand, and trembling, faid to him^ ** Sir; 
** I repofe more confidence in your difcretioa 
^ than my fons can do in your deaths Be« 
** gone, in the name of God; fear no more 
** harm than what has been already done you» 
^ I beg your pardon, and heartily entreat you 
** to pity my juil forrow, and to grant that the 
** infamy of my houfe may ever lie buried ia 
•• the fecrecy of your generous heart.** 

This faidi he reftored him his fword and guit« 
tar, both taken from him at his coming in ; and 
leading him, without any noife^ to the ftreeC 
door, offered to fend fomebody to wait on him; 
as far as he pleafed. Don Diego returned 
thanks, and promifed he would never make 
known to any perfon the misfortune of his 
houfe. Having efcaped this immiuent danger; 
he made a vow to be left curious for the future^ 
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and never to go into a place lie did not know ; 
but he kept not his promife ; for when a man 
is once out of the mire, he never thinks of it 
again. He diredled his courfe homeward, and 
finding himfelf ftill under fbme diforder, pro« 
ceeding from the fright he had been put into, 
he thought fit to allay it with mufic ; and ac- 
cordingly, after fome harmonious difcords ftruck 
upon his guittar, that inftrument allowing of as 
many difcords as concords, he (econded it with 
Jiis voice, finging as follows : 

SONG. 



I. 

As foon as fair Aurora wakes^ 
And fpreads her blufhci red as 6re$ 

Hit journey brighter Phoebus taket^ 
Your beauty to admire* 

II. 

Your eyes the glorious ftan out(hiiie9 
Their rays afford us warmth and light| 

Your prcfence makes the day inlne$ 
Your abfence diimal night. 
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III. 

No planet will pretend to fliow 

His head, when once your beams sppcv; 
All then is here ferene below^ 

And all above is dear* 
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IV. 

. The fun to Jove does oft complaTn^ 

And at your mighty pow*r repines^ ** , 

} For that your eyei h'ght land and roain^ 
And breed the gold in mineu 

V. 

The heaf'nsy which life to all things gm^ 

Admire their workmanfliip in you ; 
But th* envious moon in fpite does grievcj^ ^ . . 

And mourns in fable hue. 

VI. : 

The liliesy touched by your fair hand. 
Do blu(h to think they're not fo white^. 

Rofes look palcy vrhen near you ftand^ 
And (hame them with your fight.. 

VII. 

All thefe perfeftions^ all thefe charms^. * 
Ungrateful coynefs will deftroy, , . 

Unlefs you yield to Cupid's arms^. 
And his delights enjoy. 

VIII. 

Then do not pra£iife how to fcom. 

But all difdainful thoughts remove^ 
The man to worfhip you was born^ 

*Him you were bom to love. 

As he concluded his fong, he found himfelf 
at his own door ; and at the fame time fpied a 
man, who had followed hun clof($ at the heels 
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all the way from Fenicia's houfe, and/ftepping 
up to him, faid, " A word with you, Sir." Don 
Diego was fomewhat furprifed at this fight, be- 
lieving it was one of Fenicia's mad brothers^ 
who, contrary to his father*s command, was 
come to execute the fentence there pronounced 
againft him, and by that means to make known 
the diflionour of his family ; becaufe in all like- 
lihood whatfoevcr palTed betwixt them could 
not be done without noife. However, feeing 
but one fingle man, he would not roufe any of 
his fervants, left he might think he was afraid, 
or fufped he defigned him foul play. He went 
boldly up to him, with his fword in his hand, 
but not drawn, becaufe the other had not yet 
declared himfclf an enemy ; and afking what 
bufinefs he had with him, underftood he was 
Frederick, that fortunate lover, yvho had tri- 
umphed over Fenicia's honour, and having been 
engaged in fome bufinefs of high confequence, 
could not repair to her till juft Don Diego was 
coming out. This accident had ftartled him 
very much, as believing that none but himfelf 
had admittance into that houfe, which occafion* 
ed a jealoufy in him, and refolving to clear his 
doubts, he bad followed Love-Night, to difco- 
ver who he was ; till feeing him juft ready to 
go into his houfe, he called upon him to fatisfy 
bis curiolity. 
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Urged on by jcaloufy , he forgot all civility 
upon this occafion ; fo that as foon as Don Di- 
ego was turned to him, he urged him to drat? 
with fome abufive language. Love-Night, pro* 
voked by his infolent words, threw down his 
guittar on the (tones, which returned a found as 
if it complained of his unkindnefs. This donc^ 
he immediately put himfelf into a pofture to 
chaftife the ra(hne(s of his adverfary, whom he 
foon made fenfible that he was better (killed at 
his weapons than he, or at lead niore fortunate, 
for Frederick wanted neither (kill nor courage. 
Don Diego prefled hard upon him, and gave 
him two home thruflsi which were a fu(Bcient 
good proof of the (Irength of his arm, and made 
him drop, crying out^ *^ I am. a dead man«?' 
Love-Night feeing him in this deplorable con« 
dition,. and almoll fpeechlefs, took pity on his 
misfortune, called up his fervants, had light 
brought out, and removed the unhappy gentle- 
man into that apartment of his houfe he had 
refcrved for (Irangers. There he was laid on a 
good bed, though then he feeined to be fitter 
. for the grave. A prieft and furgeon were fent 
for, who both performed the duty of their func« 
tion ulmoft. at the fume time. The wounded 
man coming to himfelf, owned his ranmefs, de« 
daring he had been the aggreflbr, to clear bis 
ndverfaxy. Don Diego, on the^other band, be- 
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ing willing to calm Don Frederick's thoughts, 
and remove the ill inipreflion he had received 
as to Fenicia*s fidelity, gave him the whole hi- 
ftory of the danger he had been in at herhoufe, 
on his account, being taken for him, and in the 
utmoft hazard of Idfing his life at the hands of 
her father and brothers. When he had ended 
his relation, he reprefented to him how perfidi- 
ous an \ adion it would be to deceive fuch a 
beautiful lover, who bad fuflfered berfelf to be 
perfuaded by his fair words, and to be con- 
quered by his merit. In Ihort, he charged It fo 
home to his confcience, and fpoke fo feelingly 
to his foul, ihowing the wrong he did to fo 
many perfons, and the danger he run in having 
four brothers for his profefied enemies, that he 
prevailed with him to proteft, in the prefence 
of all that were there, that he would perform 
his promife made to Fenicia as foon as reco- 
vered. 

Heaven heard and feconded thisjuft vow; 
for from that moment he began vifibly to reco- 
ver, and not long after was as good as his word. 
To this efi'edl he defired Don Diego, with whom 
he had contraAcd a fingular friendfliip, to go 
vifit Fenicia from him, and give herfrefti nflli. 
ranees of his fidelity ; ftill referving it to him- 
felf to give her an account feme other time of 
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the encounter betwixt them, for fear (he fhould 
be in troublb about his recovery, Love-Night 
thought it a great happincfs that he was pitch- 
ed upon to deliver fo pleafing a meflage to the 
lady. 

He went to her houfe, and found her labour- 
ing under the greated afHiiflion, becaufe (he had 
never heard of her Frederick fince flie refigned 
up her honour to him» She was fick a-bcd, and 
her father in the fame condition, both of them 
overwhelmed with grief, begging of Heaven, 
what was not in the power of man to grant, 
which was either death, or the retrieving of 
their honour. Fenicia*s four brothers, enraged 
at the affront they thought all the world could 
read on their faces, hearing no news of the per^ 
fon who had fo diflionouted them, believed he 
had abfented himfelf, and upon this fuppofitioil 
refolved to difpcrfe themfelves, and to go to fe^ 
veral places, in hopes to meet and take a bloody 
revenge for their wrong. 

As Fenicia and her father were difcourfing a* 
bout their difafter, defpairing of ever recciv^- 
ing any fatisfadlion, Love-Night entered their 
chamber with a joyful countenance, which tef- 
tilled the good news he brought them. No 
doubt but the two lick perfoBs were amazed to 
fee him, as not knowing what defign could brinjjp 
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him thithen To eafe them of their pain, and 
anxiety, he fuccinftly related the occafion of his 
vifit, and gave them fuch aflurances of the truth 
of his words, that Fenicia and her father, ravifli- 
ed with excefs of joy, believed this was fomc 
miracle or enchantment, confidering that the 
perfon, whom, but a few days before, they 
would have put to death, was now come to re- 
ftore them to life. They received him as an 
angel, and returned thanks to Heaven for ha« 
ving pitied their misfortunes. From that time 
Fenicia recovered her former graces, which had 
fuflfered much by her afilidions, the good old 
man revived, and Frederick, being perfedly cu- 
red, went with Don Diego to ratify the promife 
he had brought from him. His prefence gave 
Fenicia frefli life^ and he Tainted her father as a 
fon-in-law, and her as his bride. Meflengers 
were inftantly fent to recal her brothers, who 
being fummoned to be prefent at the recovery 
of their honour, haded to Madrid. Frederick's 
kindred and friends were invited, and, by a ge- 
neral confent, their nuptials were celebrated, to 
the fatisfadlion of all parties concerned ; where 
Don Diego was honoured as a principal gueft, 
for having been the chief caufe of that happy 
fitccefi. 
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ADVENTURE II. 

Tri memory of paft accidents might have 
been a fufficient warning to Don Diego for the 
fecuring of his future quiet ; but the dangers 
he had efcaped could not reftrain him from 
continuing his extravagant cuftoms. The glory 
he had acquired by his late efcape made him 
hope he Ihould be no lefs fuccefsful in other ad« 
ventures. After the marriage of Frederick he 
(laid at home fome time, indulging fuch com- 
mendable diverfions as other men are wont to 
take ; but foon gave way again to his unruly 
temper, Amazor*s good advice being of no force 
to reftrain him. 

This Amazor was a perfon of learning and 
experiencCi under whofe tuition Don Diego 
had fpent fome part of his younger years, and 
learned all he knew of literature and civil con- 
verfation. Nor was he to blame, though he 
had not been more fuccefsful in his pupil, as 
having never omitted any thing in his power to 
reftrain him ; but it is almoft impoflible for hu- 
man forefight to gain the afcendant over a mind 
fo much addicted to its pttytrk habits as that 
of Don Diego. Amazor ncverthelefs refolv- 
ed to make another tria), ,and endeavour by 
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new perfualions to fubdue that rebellious tem- 
pen He waited for a fair opportunityi and dif- 
courfed him after this manner: 

" Don Diego/* faid he, " you give me juft 
*^ occafion to reckon myfelf the mod unfortu« 
" nate of all men of my profefHon. After fo 
** many years fpent in your company ; after fo 
^ many admonitions and rcmonftrances as I 
** have made, and fo many examples as I have 
^ laid before you, I mud (till be reproached 
** with not having been able to corred the per- 
** verfe inclinations of your infancy, as not ha« 
** ving led you in the paths of virtue. Mufl I 
^ lofe the juft reward I could hope for my Ia« 
'' hours in making you a good man ? Shall I, 
^ inflead of that due reward, fee myfelf expofed 
** to the refledions of all that either fee or hear 
'* of the unaccountable life you lead, who will 
** charge me with neglcA in employing that lit« 
^ tie (kill I have in educating youth ? But lay* 
^ ing afide what concerns me, have not you ' 
^fenfe enough to perceive that you are the 
^ fport of all companies, and the fcorn of all 
** your equals ? Do not you obferve that every 
*' body rails at the extravagant and ridiculous 
** way you have found of pafling away your life, 
** fo different from the reft of mankind ? It may 
^ trply be faid you are of a black and dark dif« 
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^ pofition, fince it makes you hate and ihun 
^ day-lighty which is fo pleafing to all the world. 
** Were there any pretence to cxcufe this mad- 
^ nefs ; had you any amorous intrigues to pre- 
•*.vail with you to love the darknefs of the 
^ night as you do, none would wonder at it; 
^ nay, you would be thought difcrcet, as fup« 
** poGng you made ufe of that time, to conceal 
^ your affedlions, and prevent the fcandal they 
? might give ; but to fufTer yourfelf, without 
*> any occafion, to be led away by fo unreafon* 
*> able a humour, which is prejudicial to your 
*' health, and hourly expofe your life to dan- 
** gers, as appears by your lad adventure, is too 
^ vifible a madnefs, and which cannot any way 
•• be palliated. If you continue any longer 
•• tbefe extravagant night' rambles, you will 
^ foon be involved in fome deplorable misfor- 
** tune, and perhaps lofe both your life and ho« 
** nour, which is a double death. The afTci^lon 
^ I have always bore you, obliges me to give 
** you this one admonition more, that, if after it 
^ you come to any difafter, as you are. in the 
^ ready way to it, none may have ocpafion to 
^ fay, you wanted advice and admonitions to 
^ give over, but rather that it may be known 
^ you were the only caufe of your own calami- 
^ tiei« For my own part, I quit you and your 

4 
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** houfe ; I will not be a witnefs to the mifchiefs 
** that threaten you, nor fee my time, labour, 
** and inftrudions, fo ill bellowed.'' 

This faid, he made to the door to be gone, 
and leave the hoUfe ; but Don Diego interpo- 
fed, endeavouring to ftop him* Thus they drug- 
gled together through aflfedlion, not in anger. 
At laft Don Diego promifed to reformi and foU 
low his advice. As a proof of his fincerity, he 
laid by his arms, and for two days led quite an* 
other fort of life than he was wont to do. like 
the reft of mankind, making ufe of night and 
day, according to the courfe of nature/ But 
this method being a conftraint upon his hu«. 
mour, the very third night he began to repent 
him of well-doing, and, being reftlefs in his bed, 
to deteft Amazor's feverity ; calling him a fran« 
tic pedant, a tyrannic ufurpcr over his liberty, 
and a thoufund other opprobrious names. Thus 
was he diverting htmfelf when he heard a coach 
in the ftreet, which ftopping near his houfe, 
gave him the opportunity of delighting his ears 
with the mufic of a lute. He got up and went 
to the window, and foon after a charming voice, 
which feemed to be a woman's, fang to the in* 
ftrument as follows :«- . / 
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SONG. ' 

I. 

Go nimUe thou{;ht, take flight 
To him that has my hearty 

Aflc why he (huns my lightf 
To him my griefs impart* 

11. 

Fly thoughts and quickly find 

The iflue of my fatei 
Whether he llill is kind, 

Or now begins to hate* 

III. 

See if lie does not (hare . * 
That heart which (hould be nuM^ 

With any other fairi 
Whom now he thinks divine* 

IV. 

Then bade to me again. 
And tell if faUe he prove. 

For 'twill not give me pain, 
But cure me pf my bve* 



After thefc verfes, the fame voice fuug othew, 
butdlloflhemfofatirical and biting, that all 
who heard them were extremely fcandalized, 
and particularly a courtezan, or woman of the 
town, that lived near Don Diego, to whom 
they were direftedi and who liflened to them,. 



• ' 



or at lead might have done fo. She was a 
friend to, and under the protedlioH of our ad* 
venturer, and therefore he carefully obferved 
every word that might offend her. This put 
him again into another fit of curfing Araator^s 
advice. He drefled himfelf in a hurry, laid hold 
of his target and fword, made by the famous 

^ Hernandez of Toledo, and without flaying to 
button his coat, or tie up his garters, flew out 
of his houfe like lightning, to find out the 
perfon that had Tung that fcandalous lampooa 
upon his neighbour. He was fo enraged, that 
though the coach was then got far off, he foon 
overtook it, all in a fvveat. He never gave over 
calling out till he made the coachman flop, and 
then let fly fuch a peal of foul language againfl 
thofe who were in it, that had they not been 
lewd people, and ufed to fuch falutes, much 
blood mud have been fhed. They, inflead of 
falling into a paffion, laughed heartily, and 
broke many jefts upon his perfon, his words, 
and the drefs he was in, and bidding the coach* 
man drive on, left Don Diego quite beflde him« 
felf, and out of breath, his paffion had fo heat* 
ed him. However, he had flill drength and 
folly enough to run after the coach, and ob<* 
ferve where it flopped, defigning to take a more ' 

.eonlreilient t^mc to feek bisXatisfaAioD, with kfs 
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danger to himfelf, and more difgrace to her who 
had done the wrong. 

Let us now unravel this myftery, and difco- 
Tcr who thefe perfons were, for the better un- 
derftanding of our (lory. The lady whom Don 
Diego proteded, was Carcclia, and (lie who 
came to provoke her, Fauftina, both of them fo 
xnuch alike in their life, cuftoms and condition, 
that what was faid in commendatio.n or difpraife 
of the one might be fitly applied to the other. 
Don Diego, upon this occaQon, fliowed his wit 
and art, for he found means to get a copy of 
thofe fatirical verfes, the contents whereof had 
fo nettled Carcelia, and thought that changing 
the name of Carcelia into that of Fauilina, 
they would be fufficiently altered, and (he be a- 
bundantly mortified with her own weapons. In 
fhort, he had juft caufe to admire his projedl ; 
for, reading the verfes, he found tiiem fo pat to 
his purpofe, that he fufpedled the author of 
them had given a good proof of his malicious 
wit ; for, under pretence of falling foul on Car- 
celia, he abufed Faudina in the highed degree, 
making her own tongue and voice the inftru- 
ments to publifh her lewdnefsi and other vices 
of her irregular life. 

* Don Diego imparted his defign to fome per- 
fons much better difpofed to purfue any fcan- 
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dalous undertaking, than to approve of fuch as 
was virtuous. They heightened his paflion^ 
magnifying the wrong, and offered to have a 
fliare in executing his revenge. In this grave . 
council it was decreed, that they would give a 
ferenade with all forts of ridiculous inllruments, 
which were two fow-gelder's horns, two tinker's 
whiftlcs of feveral fizes, two cracked bells, . two 
rattles of different magnitudes, two guittars, and 
two fiddles out of tunc, without frets, and play- 
ed on by unfkilful hands, and fome kettles, one 
bigger than another, to make the more com* 
plete fet of muGc. 

Item, That there fhould be a dialogue com- 
pofed in verfe, to be fpoken by two yoiing men, 
the one reprefenting Fauftina, and the other her 
filter Fopea, clothed as near their ordinary ha- 
bit as might be. 

t. That the fubjec^ of the dialogue ihould be a 
falling out between the two fillers, by which 
means they might expofe the truth of their fcao- 
dalous life. 

That this dialogue fhould be got by heart by 
fuch as had a flrong voice, and could pronounce 
it diftindly. 

That there fhould be feveral formal rehear- 
' fals of it, before the folcmn day, for fear of be- 
ingput. ' . ,. ;i 
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That Don Diego ihould provide a comical 
triumphal chariot, of the nature of thofe ufed 
in Shrovetide, which was to be all befet with 
lighted flambeaux, the better to (how the per* 
fons within ; the faid open chariot toferve for a 
thtatre tCM'ecito the dialogue. 

That the chariot fhould be placed before Fao- 
ilina*8 windows, which (lie (houldbe obliged to 
open by fair or foul means, that flie might not 
pretend to .be* ignorant of the afiroat done 
her. 

Amidft fo many madmen met in confultation^ 
there happened to be one wifer than the reft, 
who ufed a thoufand good arguments to divert 
them from this folly, reprefenting the fcandal it 
would give ; but there being nobody to fecond 
him, his good advice was rewarded with a ge« 
neral laughter, and he for ever banilhed their 
feciety. Next they made choice of the beft 
poet in the company to compofe the dialogue,, 
which was ftuflfed with* all the ribaldry aiid in^ 
famous abufive language his mufe could infpire,^ 
to the great (atisfadlion of Don Diego and his 
aflbciates* 

Thjs important and grave declamation requi- 

M t 

ring to be well conned, there were abundance 

of merry meetings, fuppers and collations, ta 

• this purpofca at Don Diego*s houfct and at his. 
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expence, wherein Bacchus was always preGdent 
inftead of Apollo. When all thefe choice ac- 
tors had got their parts, and were prepared to 
play their droll, Don Diego would have them 
make the lad rehearfal in the prefence of Car- 
celia, who, with many other nymphs of her 
own (lamp, repaired to his houfe; where after a 
plentiful collation, flie preiided at tliis folemn 
a<^, and gave her advice where ihe thought anj 
thing might be added or left out of this infolent 
piece of revenge/ which ihe looked upon as a 
juft puniihment. The work having flood this 
wife cenfure, and being judged fit to appear in 
public, it was ordered to be performed the next 
night without any further delay, for fear the fe^ 
cret fliould be divulged, and come to the know* 
ledge of the parties concerned, who being back^* 
ed by the power of their prote£lors, that were 
great and numerous, might not only difappoint 
the projetS); but make examples of the coq* 
trivers. 

About midnight they began to provide aU 
the inftruments defigned for this hellifli fere- 
nade, but without any noife, their intention be- 
ing not to difturb any body, but fuch as had thie 
ill fortune to live near enough the ladies men- 
tioned in the dialogue, for whom the entertain- 
ment was contrived. The ridiculous xnachme 

C4 ^ 
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of the triumphal chariot began to move, being 
drawn by fix (lately courfcrs, commonly called 
porters, who, coming near the end of their jour- 
ney, quite fpent with toil and third, found ali 
their labour was in vain, and their progrefs diC- 
appointed, the end of the (Ireet where their bu- 
finefs lay being barricadoed. The cafe was-, 
that a gentleman of tho groateft quality, who 
lived in that llreet, being dangeroufly ill> had, 
with the magiftrates leave, caufed pofts to be feC 
up in the (Ireet with rails acrofs them, to hinder 
carriages pa(ring that way, and didurbing his 
reft. Don Diego and his gang made a halt„ 
•and after bedowing a plentiful peal of curfes a* 
gainft the rails, refolved to force them, and go 
through with their enterprife. This was foon 
done ; for every man putting his hand to the 
work, they had it all down in a moment. . 
2. The machine was how near the place where 
the fcurrilous droll was to be a^ed, when the 
fick gentleman's (leward arrived, attended by 
** the chief of tho fervants, who had been at the 
apothecary's for fome medicines they had been 
to fee prepared, according to the dpAor's pre- 
scription,' They, much furprifed to find the 
barrier thrown down, and to hear fuch a dread- 
ful noife in the (ireeti went up to the likelieft 
perfons* in the gang, 'and very courteoufly ac^ 
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quainted them, that their mafter was very Tick, 
tliat he was fuch a man of quality, and * there- 
fore dePired them to withdraw without making 
any more noife. Thofe who heard this account 
oould return no anfwer till they had firlt con« 
fulted Don Diego as their chief; who being caU 
led to them, put them off with good words, 
which took no eifedl. As foon as the fervants 
were got into their houfe, Don Diego's compa- 
nions began to clear up their inftruments, mak- 
ing fuch a hellifh noife as alarmed all the ftreet. 
The poor flck gentleman, who had his phy(i- 
cian watching by him, inquiring what fudden 
florm this was, his fervants told him what they 

. bad met. Immediately all the fervants were 
called up, footmen, grooms, coachmen, and all 
the reft, who were very numerous ;. and iindcr^ 
ftanding the infulency committed againft the 
refpedl due to their mafter, and the regard to 
his indifpofition, prepared to- go lay thofe tur« 

, bulent i'pirits by dint of fwords, of halberts, and. 
all other weapons that came to hand, and paf% 

. ,fion provided. In this pofture they fallied out 
upon- them, and the flambeaux being lighted, 
and the dialogue beginning, they made directly 
tto the chariot, which they broke in pieces, over- 
turning all that were in it. Don Diegpand his 
guard came up immediately to their refcue, and 

Cs 
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there enfued a furious fray, many heads broletr,. 
and limbs maimed on both fides. Having thus* 
Tented their choler, they parted by confent, and; 
erery one carried off* the blows he had got» 

Fauftina and Popea, wbo were at their win^- 
dows, being informed that this wonderful con- 
cert was provided for them, returned joyfully 
to bedp for having been fo glorioufly revenged, 
without knowing any thing of the matter. How^ 
ever, th^ir joy was not lafting ; for fo great was 
the authority of the fick gentleman, their neigh« 
bour, that he, underftnnding that their infamous^ 

. life was the caufe of thofe night difturbancest. 
complained to the magiftrates, who baniflied^ 
them the court ; and thus the fecond affront 
was worfe than the firft. Some of the comba- 
tants on both fides were feoured and fined ;: 
Don DiegOt who was the contriver of all this* 
trouble, flipt bis neck out of the halteri pre*^ 
tending he was to be tried by another court,, 
and having powerful friends; for, excepting; 
this extravagancy of night- rambling, he was a^ 
pleafant companion. Thus he faved himfel£ 
out of the clutches of fome little griping officers^ 
of juftice, who. would gladly have laid hold of 

. him, or rather of hSs puffe, to get a good fqueeza 
out of it. ' • :^ " * 
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ADVENTURE lU. 

« 

Amazor, vexed witliin himfelf at this fccood 
mad adventure of Don Diego, and finding he 
was delivered from the purfuit of the officersi 
though not without much trouble, and many 
weary fleps, refolved to rid himfelf of all the 
vexation his pupil's extravagancy gave him.. 
He apprehended the world laid all Don Diego^s 
follies to his charge, as having been his tutor; 
and therefore to clear himfelf from that falfe 
imputation, thought himfelf obliged to with<» 
draw from his company, that he might give a 
public demonftration of his diflike to that dif* 
orderly courfe of life.. He acquainted Don 
Diego with his defign, who was not now of the 
fame mind he had been before, when he made 
the fame propofal; but inftead of endeavouring 
to diffuade, and oppofe his departure, as he did 
the other time, now gave him his way, and told 
him very coldly, ** That he was his own mailer, 
** and might do as he thought fit.'* Amazor 
furprifcd to be thus taken at his word« was ob* 
liged in honour to do as he faid, and went off 
accordingly. Very few days were paft^ be- 
fore he perceived tibat hb p6fifivenefs eoft hiok 

ce 
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dear ; he knew not before what it was to live- 
upon his own, nor was he fenllble of being main- 
tained by another; whilft he enjoyed it, he- 
' thought nothing of it ; for we never truly un- 
dcriland the value of thingr till we have loft- 
them. . . 

Being weary of thefe burdens, and willing to^ 
be^afedof them, he applied himfelf to fome 
perfons of note, who had an influence over Don 
, . Diego, to reconcile him to his pupil, again, and 
get him reftored to his houfe in the fame con** 
' dition he was before. It was a difficult matter 
to obtain this favour, unlefs to Amazofs difad- 
vantage; for It was upon condition that he 
• .;fhould lofe .the authority of a. tutor, that every 
i^'^onc might live after his own fadiion ;. that therc' 
; ihould be a liberty of behaviour, and that^one 
rihould not find fault with what the other did*. 
:For the better performance of thefe articles, A« 
mazor was.to lodge in a diUercnt part of the : 
:>houfc from Don DiegOi-; On. tbeii tqrms peace; 
J was concluded, Don Diego thinking it a great 
/bappinefs that he had fliaken off the yoke of 
'.'this. pedantic j.urirdi<^ioni as he ftyledc the go* 
•.Tci:n;i»ent>of;Apaa^pr. . - .^ . : ^v i *. .:'i 
\.j J>9n Die^dM natural inqKnation. to. finging,, 
.ai04'playiqg..on,muiAcal jnilcuments,* and; the 
rijom jin»aj p^^ice pf it^ Ija^/eoder^d him a gr«t 
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proficient/ even among the bed mailers ; and it 
being a certain rule, that Lke inclinations pro* 
duce friend(hip, he became familiarly acquaint* 
cd with a young lady, fo perfedly ikilled in 
mufic, that fhe might be reckoned a tenth mufe. 
: He engaged bimfelf fo deep in her afTedlion, and 
fo entirely devoted himfelf to it, that he quite 
forgot all his other affairs. Whatfoever proofs 
he could give her of his pnilion, yet he never 
obtained any other favour from her than what 
modeft converfation would allow : and that al« 
ways before other women. He fpcnt a whole 
fpring and fummer in this purfuit, and yet the 
autumn ailbrded him no harveil; he always 
hoped, but nothing came of it.. 

This lady, whofe name was Sirena, a name 

fuitable to her inclinations, was married to a 

. man of quality and honour ; but fo wonderful 

jealous, that whatfoever he imagined fcemed to 

^ him mod certainly true. A long journey which 

\ had kept him a confiderable time from Madrid, 

gave Don Diego fuflicicnt opportunity to make 

his adjJrefles, and Sircna the* opportunity ofdi* 

I verting herfelf as flic thought fit ; but after her 

! Jbufl)and*8 return flie was much abridged. of her 

^Jibcrty. She gave Don Diego notice of it, de- 

- firing he would refrain from walking about her 

bpuisi as hjEE did cominu^Uy,, for fear her huf« 
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band fliould take notice of it ; and appointed 
him to meet her the following night at ten 
o'clock* in the next boufe to her own» which 
belonged to a neighbour, her confident, where 
they might difcourfe fre-^ly of the means of 
continuing their friendfliips; and that he might 
not miftake the place of rendezvous, there fhould 
be fomebody in the ftreet to diredl him. 

Don Diego received this mefTage with a great 
deal of joy, thinking what he had fo long hoped 
£ox was «it length come to pafs, and. that Sirena 
v^ould now bedow on him the reward his long 
iervices had deferved.. When the hour was 
come, the gallant drelTed himfelf to the bed ad*« 
vantage, that he might make the better appear* 
ance ; and provided Umfelf with defcnfive arms^ 
againtl all accidents. He walked out in a. very 
haily manner, for fear of coming laft to the. 
place appointed ; but when he came thither, 
and faw nobody in the ftreet to dircA him what 
be was to do, he was forced to arm himfelf 
with patience, expecting to hear from Sirena. 
Sometimes he walked, and other whiles Hood 
ftill and liftened, complaining of his fate, when 
one of Sirena's maids came to the dobr, and told 
him, that her miftrefs had been obliged to go a- 
broad a walking, to take the frefh air, with her 
bufl>and|ihe knew not whither, tod therefore 
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- iTcfired him to come again two hours after. 
Thefe words went to his heart, for he expeded 
to have met with better entertainment ; but af- 
ter pauiing awhile, he concluded that Sirena 
eould not but comply fo far with her hulband, 
and therefore, like her, he mud refolve to have 
patience, and expert her return, which to him 
feemed an age off. He endeavoured to divert 
his unealinefs, walking backwards and forwards, 
and at length difcovered another man in the 

» (ame fort of motion, waiting to fpeak to a lady 
in the neighbourhood of Sirena. Don Diego 
refolved to leave him a clear ftage, for fear of 
being known, and giving fcandal ^ for he was a. 
difcreet lover, and accordingly walked away to^ 
the Frado,^ or the meadows without the town^. 
to wait the. time appointed him. The air prov- 
ing cooler than ufual, and the night darker,. ^ 
made- the place all huflied and folitary ;- for 
though that is the place to which all the gen- 
tlemen and ladies go a-airing, there was no 
body in it then, becaiife it was midnight. Here 
he had leifure to divert his thoughts, without 
fearing to be difturbed or incommoded by any 
pafUng by.. He walked twice the whole length 
of the place, fetching large fteps, and baftily, a» 
if that had' any way fhortened the time fet him 
ID xetum y aad when he was upon the point of 
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going off, h* hard a woman complain not far 
from him, who fpoke thefe words : •• Can you 
•• be fo falfe, thou dear better half of my foul, 
•• as to bring me hither to murder me ?" Don 
Diego pitying her, obfervedfrom whence thofe 
doleful accents came^ and without thinking of 
his appointed return, made up thither with his 
.target in one hand, and his fword in.the other, 
to fuccour the perfonthat feemed to be in fuch. 

. danger.. He had fcarce gone twenty fteps, be* 
fore he met with a coach drawn by a. pair of 
horfes, (hut on the one (ide, and. open on the 
other, and at a little diilance a. man a<-foot, and! 
a woman kneeling before him. The man hear- 
ing fomeliody approach her, went to meet hint: 
with fword in hand. ** Stand,'' faid he to Don^ 
Diego. "Do you Hand," replied Diego bold^ 
ly, •* and know that Lcome to punifli you for- 
" your bafenefs towards that poor woman^ who 
J*- has no other defence but her tears, which are 
•* powerful enough againft a generous* heart, 
" unknown to you, (ince her complaints do not 
•* move you.'* The man finding his honour 
concerned, returned the anfwer with his fword. 

- Don. Diego put by the pafs, and fo they fell to 
it, each endeavouring to put an end to his ad^ 
veifary ; but Diego proving either more ikilful 
ormori: fortunati^, guve. him'; two thrufis.one 
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upon another, \vhich laid him flat, crying, 
♦• Sweet Jcfus help me, I am a dead man ;" and 
fo he fainted away. Don Diego immediately 
ran to take up the woman, who dropped down 
for grief, conceived at the hd words ilie heard 
him utter that would have killed her, believing 
he was dead; for whether flie apprehended 
fome ill confequence of that accident, or that 
(he really loved the man, Don Diego found her 
in a fwoon, and quite fenfelefs. He took her 
up, put her into the coach, and playing the 
part of a coachman, drove dircdly to his own 
houfe, where he beat up Amazor, who lay ia 
his own apartment, made him rife and come out 
iwithout a candle, for fear the neighbours (hould 
fee any thing. They both together laid the 
woman on a bed, without calling any fervant 
to their afliilancc, becaufc there is no fecret 
where fuch are concerned. Then Don Diega 
laid to Amazor, ** Here is a woman I know no*. 

V thing of, but I have faved her life. I hap- 
^ pened to be in a place where a barbarous fel* 
** low would have murdered her; fhe is ftill in 
" a fwoon with the fright ; take care of her 1 

V charge you.'* This faid, he went out again, 
got up into the coach- box, and drove to si 
Yery good churchman's houfe, whom he called 
aloud, defiring him to look out at his windo\7, 
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which he did, and then Don Diego, without na* 
ning him, faid, " Sir, Your reverence will b^ 
^ pleafed to underftand, that this coach was ac- 
^ cidentally found in the ftreet, without either 
^ mailer or coachman; I leave it with jou, be- 
^ ing fiilly fatisfied that in your juftice you will 
^ ufe all poffible means to have it reftored to 
•• the right owner. Farewell."' He expcdtcd no 
anfwer, but made away immediately, leaving 
the good man full of eonfufion. Thence he 
took his way towards Sirena^s houfe, very much 
difturbed in mind; as fearing he had flipt his 
time, it being an hour later than the time ap- 
pointed him to return. Being come to the 
ioor, he found Sirena's maid, who told him her 
miftrefs was not yet come ; that fhe mud needs 
begone to her mother's with her huiband, Ibe 

» being a rich widow, from whom (he never re- 
turned empty handed. That in cafe Ihe waa 
there, he need not expedt her that night, or 
perhaps in a week ; for fhe was fo very fond of 
her mother, that whenfoever (he went thither, 
there was no getting her away. This long ftory 
railed fome jealoufy in Don Diego, who was 
fiiarp enough to fufpedt the maid might put up- - 
on him ; but not knowing what the defign of.it 
might be,iie would not aik any more queftions, 

. but pretended to believe her, and be gone. 
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Thus exercifing his patience, he took a great 
compafs about Sirena's houfe, in which he fpent 
above half an hour» and pafling again before the 
door, he found it full of officers, conftables, and 
rabble, making a mighty noife. Drawing near, 
and a(king the occafion of all that buftle, they 
told him, that they had juft brought in Don 
Leander, hulband to the beautiful Sircna, daa» 
geroufly wounded, and that it was not known 
whom he had fought with. Hearing this, be- 
thought it not convenient to ftay any longer 
there, becaufe being known to have made love 
to his wife, if he were found there armed, as he- 
then was, he might be taken up, and it would 
be a hard matter to clear his innocence, as he 
teally imagined ; for he could not think he was^ 
any way concerned in that a£lion. He halted 
iiome to fend out one of his fervants to bring 
him a true account of what had happened to* 
Sirena^s hufband. 

^ By the way he much lamented that poor 
man's misfortune, wifhing that he who bad 
committed that crime might be feverely pu- 
niflied; not that he had any^kindnefs for Le- 
ander, but for Sirena's fake, becaufe if he fliould 
die without iifue, fhe would lofe all ihe had, the. 
next heks coming in for the. eftate. But let us^ 
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go back, and fee in what condition the unfor- 
tuoate woman Don Diego carried home is in. . 

We left her half dead, in the hands of Ama« 
zor, who, defiring to relieve her in that dif^refs, 
lighted a candle, and put ,a little compofition 
of alkermes into her mouth, which revived her 
fpirits.' Opening her eyes, ihe was amazed to 
find berfelf in a ftrange place, and by an un« 
known man, being uncertain whether it was be 
that faved her from death. •• Sir," faid flie, " if 
•• you arc the pcrfon whofe courage and valour 
" faved my life, I conjure you, by that fame gc« 
*' neroHty, to fave me from fcandal ! and to that 
<« purpofe, I befeech you, without afking who I 
^ am, ifyouknowit not already, to condud 
•• me, ere it be day, before the church, of St. 
•• Jerome. That will be the greateft favour you 
•• can do me, in the miferable condition . your 
'^* charity has reduced me to. Alas ! the man 
** you killed was my hufband. It is true he dcp 
•* figned againfl: my life, and you prevented 
>^ him. I return you my thanks, but am not 
.". obliged to fate, for I could wifh with all my 
^* heart our doom had been. changed.*' 

Amazorwas much amazed at thefe words, 
and being difcreet, concluded it muft be Don 
Diego to whom the lady directed her difcourie, 
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and that this was fome unlucky bufinefs, from 
which it was convenient to extricate him. So 
that obferving the woman's diforder, he gueiTcd 
(he did not know Don Diego, and that he ought 
to take the advantage of her ignorance, as he 
did very ingeniouQy. *• Madam " faid he, •• I 
** am unworthy of all thofe compliments you 
'* bellow on me, you mud keep them for him 
^ that better deferves them j you may perceive 
** by my niicn and garb that I am better at my 
"* pen than my fword. In Ihort, I am altogc- 
" thcr a ftranger to what you tell mc. I know 
** not who you are, unlefs you be an angel, for 
** your beauty makes me think you fo. But 
^* without inquiring any farther, or lofing the 
time you count fo precious, (ince you defire 
to be gone from hence before day, I offer to 
" condudl you to the church of St. Jerome, up- 
V on condition, that before we go out of this 
"room, you will give mc leave to vail your 
^* face, and hoodwink your eyes, and that you 
** fwear you will not difcover yourfclf till I leave 
" you; .alfuriiig you, upon the woTd of a Chri* 
^' (lian, that it (hall be done with all the refpedt 
^* due to your pcrfon, and that 1 am extremely 
^* concerned to be forced to ufe you fo fevere« 
'My, and in fuch a miftrullful nianner; but I 
'* muft tell you, that it is absolutely neceflaxy 
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''foto do, for feveral rcafons, which I.delire 
** you will be pkafed to inquire no more than 
*• I do after who you are." 

The poor woman finding herfelf at the mer« 
cy of that man, and confidering in what cour- 
teous manner he difcouifed her, wholly refign- 
ed herfelf to his difcretion, promifing upon oath 
not to touch her face without his confent. A« 
mazor prefently made a Cupid of her ; he bound 
her eyes, and led her out of the houfe. Every 
ftep he went with her he looked behind him ; 
every little noife he fancied was the watch co- 
ming to lay hold of him ; and in his fright he 
got to the ohurch of St. Jerome. That being 
the place to which the lady had defired to be 
conduded, he put himfelf into a pofture to 
leave her, and bidding her farewell, run away 
as fwift as if he had flown, fear finding wings, 
and got into Don Diego's houfe, blefiing God 
for having delivered liim from that great dan« 
ger. 

The lady finding herfelf free, and that her c 
guide had left her, unbound her eyes, and per- 
ceived (he was by St. Jerome, it being then day; 
and thinking fhe had been in a dream, or come 
out of fome enchantment, (he took (belter in 
her mother^s houfe, which was near that church. 

Don DiegoTgot home almoil as foon «s A* 
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mazor, and found him panting, and quite out 
of breathi after the race he had run. Though 
our adventurer was extremely melanchol/ oa 
account of the many difappointments he had 
met as to his expedations, he did not omit to 
a(k Amazor, whence all that commotion he 
law in him proceeded. Amazor, in a rery dif« 
contented manner, replicdi ** Thefe are the ef- 
^* feds of your raflinefs, which are the caufe of 
^ much trouble to thofe who have more regard 
'• for your life and honour than ypurfelf.*' Don 
Diego being amazed at thefe words, Amazor 
explained himfelf, telling him every particular 
from the time be left that unknown l^dy with 
him. He repeated the words (he faid to him, 
and declared how he had conduded her blind- 
folded, and what reafons he had for fo doing. 
Don Diego conlidering what a good office A« 
mazor had done him, as being very apprehen« 
five that he might be called to an account for 
what had happened in the Prado, embraced 
him, in teftimony of being fenfible of the obli- 
gation. Whillt they were difcourfing together 
concerning the particulars of this ftrange ad- 
venture, they heard knocking at the ftreet door, 
as if the perfon /were in hade to come in. Don 
Diego and Amazor, in a confternation, as being 
before difpofed to apprehend danger, looked. 
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upon one another, as damb as two ftatues. At 
length having heard the knocking repeated a 
third time, Don Diego went hunfclf to the door, 
where he found a boy, who brought him a let« 
ter from Sirena. That charming name reftored 
peace to his thoughts, and made his blood cir« 
culate freely. The meflcnger being brought \\\ 

he. read the letter, which was to this eflfedt :-— 

• 

Sirena* s Letter to Von Die^o. 

*• Don Leandcr, overcome by his continual 
" jealoufy, and incenfed by a perfidious fervant, 
*•* who informed him our vifits had been fo fa. 
** miliar, that his honour was concerned, lad 
^ night ufcd me after a mod bafe and treache* 
^* rous manner. He aflced me to go abroad to 
** my mother's, a vifit fo unufual with him, that 
** 1 was fuin at other times to court him long 
** before he would confent to it. I innocently 
** made ready to comply with his defires, for 
** fear he fliould fufped any thing, though at 
^^ the fame time it troubled me very much to 
^* fail of the afiignation I had given you. We 
^* went out« and at the end of the flreet found 
t* a coach he hud ordered to be there, and put* 
f* ting me into it, faid^ we will go fee your mo- 
^^ ther to-morrow, let us go to-night and take 
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** tlie fredi air in (he Prado. I would not order 
^*'the coach to come to our door, that 1 might 
** not be obliged to bring our neighbours with 
*^ us ; if it be not too late when we come back, 
** we will call and bid your mother good night. 
^ What you plcafci faid I. We took fo great a 
^ compafs about the town before we came in 
** to the Prado, that it was almoft midnight 
*^ when we got thither ; and though the wea« 
** ther v/as cold and cloudy, yet we alighted. 
*^ He told me I Ihould hear a page that fung 
*' dclicatelyi and then ordered the coachman, 
" being the only perfon that was with us, to go 
** call him, at a gentleman's houfe, who was his 
^* friend, and he iaid lived hard by there. The 
** coachman went his way, and whether he had 

• ** far to go, or was in(lru(fled by Don Leandcr, 
'* he came not back. No fooner was he gone, 
^' but Don Leander, fpeaking in a hoarfe tone, 

' *^ denoting the great padion he was in, began 
^ to lay before me the wrongs he pretended I 
' ** had done him, and without allowing mc to 
1' make any defence, pronounced fentence of 
*v death againfl me, wliich having been already 
*^ both party and judge, he refolve4 hnmediate- 
V ly to execute. : I^inding him thus cruelly re« 

* •* folved, I endeavoured, by all manner of fub« 
^ midion and (ears, to xhollify his heart, and 

Vol. I. D 
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** move him to compaflion ; but inftead of in* 
•• dining to mercy, he grew more enraged. 
** Then Heaven, who protedls innocence, raifed 
** me I know not what man, who earning like 
*' ah apparition, flood before Don Leander, juft 
" as he was going to bury his dagger in my 
** bread ; he called, and obliged him with iharp 
** words to engage him. Don Leander left me, 
** and made up to him with his fword in his 
'* hand ; but being come within reach of their 
*^ weapons, the flranger gave him two thrufts, 
** which laid him on the ground, crying he was 
^ a dead man. His cries ilruck me to the heart, 
*^ fo that I fainted away. When I came to my 
'' fenfes, I found myfelf in a ftrange houfe, and 
** faw a man by me, whom my difordered fancy 
^* took for the fame that wounded Don Lean- 
*^ der, but afterwards found he was no fwordf* 
** man ; therefore dreading the great mifchief 
'* that threatened me, I entreated him, without 
*' difcovering my name, to condudl: me to the 
** monaftery of St. Jerome. -He granted it up- 
** on condition he might blindfold me. What 
*^ he meant by it I know not, unlefs it were to 
** prevent my knowing the houfe I was in. I 
H.was fo earned to be out ot that place, that I 
^ confented tq that hard condition, and fubmit- 
^ ted to him.' > He aiked for my handkerchief, 
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•' and bound my eyes with it, and taking me 
<« by the hand, led me like a blind body to the 
^ place I had told him, where he left me, bid« 
'* ding me farewell ; which done, he vanifhed fo 
'* fuddenly, that when I pulled off my handker. 
*' chief, I found myfelf all alone. I had refol- 
«ved to go to my mother, but have fince 
** thought it better to take fandluary in a houfe 
** confecrated to God, which the bearer will tell 
^ you. I will there exped farther news from 
** Leander, and your advice bow to difpofe of 

" myfelf as ftiall be moft convenient. Farewell.** 

< 

Don Diego and Aniazor gazed upon one ano« 
ther at every line of the letter they read, ma* 
king many exclamations, and admiring, fuch 
wonderful accidents. Our adventurer was in a 
rage to fee that fortune had put into bis power 
the bleiling he fo eagerly purfued without his 
knowing it, and that he had it in his houfe 
when he went abroad to feck it* He curfed 
his fate, and reprefencing to himfclf the idea of 
the thing inllead of the fubftance, *' Dear Sire« 
*• na," faid he. •* how fliall I dare to appear in 
•* your prcfencc ? Will not you have ju(l caufe 
^ to believe me unworthy of the favours Hea* 
" Veh be(low('d on mci as a reward for having 
^ hazarded my life to favc yours. Bift what do< 

D z 
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** I talk of, lince I deferved nothing from you 
** on account of this aftion, as not knowing it 
" was for you that I performed it ; I may alfo 
•• {ay^ I have not been faulty in letting flip this 
^* precious opportunity that offered to make me 
" happy ;• 

A mazor interrupted thefe chimerical excur- 
flons, reprefenting to him how much better 
Heaven had ordered it, for avoiding the many 
misfortunes they might have fallen into by the 
fevere fcarch the officers of juftice might make 

• into that affair. He told him, they might per. 
haps have been both taken together, and been 
n difgrace to their families, and an example to 
poflerity ; that he advifed him to forbear fuch 
'viiits ; but that before he quite broke off with 
Sirena, he did not difapprove of his going to fee 
her, in order to comfort and endeavour to do 
her any fervice, as far as his life and honour 
^verei not concerned. And forafmuch as mif- 
-truft is the mother of fecurity, he offered to 
bear him company, though tha]t adlion was not 
'V^ell becoming his profeffion, and to go to the 

/ 'monaftery the meflenger was to (how, before 
him, to fee wliethier this was not fome deceitful 
tJontrivancc tocnfnarc thcra. '^ 
•^Z Don Diego yielding to his wholefomc advice, 

' ^commended Amaxof I difcretioh ) atid . tolofe 

.^ a 
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no time, they both \yent along with the mefleo- 
ger. Sirena was all plain- dealing ; they found 
. her where ihe direded : Don Diego and flie 
difcourfed a long time together, and difcovered 
all the circumftances of that affair, from its be- 
ginning to that time. Sirena knew Amaxor, 
and was fo furprifed, that (he had like to have 
fainted away in her mother's arms, who was 
prefent at this vifit. Night drawing on, Don 
Diego took leave of the company, and went 
away with Amazor. 

In his return home, he met the good pricft 
with whom he had left the coach the night be* 
fore, who told him how that pafiage had befaU 
leh him. Don Diego liflened to huxi as atten* 
tively as if he had known nothing of it. The 
prieft told him farther, that he had found the 
owner of the coach, and that fearch was made 
for the coachman, in order to examine him up* 
on the fad ; befides, that the maid who had 
been the caufe of that fcandal was fled. 

Don Leander, in the meanwhile, was in the 
hands of the officers of juftice, the furgeons, aqd 
phyficians, grievdufly tormented both in body 
and mind. He was kiept under a guard, like a 
criminal, having of his own accord confefled, 
that when this misfortune, befel hinii he had 
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earned his wife into the PradOt with a defign to 
kill her. 

All that heard this relation were eager to 
know the brave perfon's name who had refcued 
Sirena out of fuch imminent danger, but Don 
Diego did not think fit to claim the applaufe, 
for fear of fulling into the hands of juftice ; for 
he being known for an admirer of Sirena, it had 
been eafily believed he was in the Prado by af- 
fignation, and not accidentally; therefore, to 
avoid thefe inconveniences, and to fhow Ama- 
2or what account he made of his advice, he re« 
folved to ftay at home, and not be concerned 
any more in fuch affairs. Not many days af- 
ter, the news was brought him of Leander's 
death, who was faid to have died rather of the 
wounds he had himfelf made in his foul, by de« 
ftroying his own reputation, than of thofe he 
had received in the body by the unknown 
hand, Beiides, he was informed that Sirena, 
infinitely affliAed for his lofs, had left the world, 
becoming a religious in the fame monaftery 
where Don Diego had feen her, there to do pe- 
nance^ for her own offences, and for thofe (he 
had caufed others to comh:iit. Don Diego was 
•fo fenfibly afilided at this difmal news, that be 
fell into a dangerous diftemper, which had like 
to have carried him off after Leander, 
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Don Diego's fickncfs was tedious, though the 
pains and vexation of it were fomcwhat Muaicd 
by Amazofs continual attendance. He never 
ftirred from his fide, endeavouring to divert him 
with pleafant difcourfe, intermixed with ferious 
and facetious periods, and always tending to in- 
culcate fome wholefome advice, fuch as might 
be of ufe for our adventurer ; for all Amazor*s 
aim was to reduce him to reafon, and break olF 
his ill habits. His friends came frequently to 
fee him, bringing the public news of the court, 
and any thing elfe that happened remarkable. 
At length he perfeftly recovered, and every 
body concluded he had refolved upon a new 
life, feeing him entertain company by daylight, 
which before was fo odious to him ; but he foon 
lelapfed into his former failings. The carnival 
or Shrovetide coming on, debauched him again ; 
he made frclh proteltations of enmity againft 
the day, and by folemn oath confirmed a per- 
petual alliance with the night. On Shrove Sun- 
day night he was at a grand ^entertainment ; 
but there being fome perfons prefect who were 
not altogether acceptable to Don Diego, he 
flipped away to feek fome more agreeable fo* 

D4 
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ciety. Taking his fword and target for hi« 
guard, he made into a by- part of the town^ 
where there was a houfe he knew to be an aca« 
demy, not of virtue but vice, where they flee- 
ccd young cullies, whilft others dabbed the pu« 
reft honour to the heart. Don Diego was. tx^ 
pert at this ex^rcife, which is a thoufand times 
woriTe than the other, though he made no fcriu 
pie of it, becaufe he ruined another without ha- 
zarding any thing of his own. He had not gone 
above half way to this place, when he found 
. him fclf before a houfe unknown to him,, the 
door whereof was open, and no light in it. He 
having a natural curiofity to pry into the ac« 
tions of others, to divulge what he thought fit 
of them, took his fword in his hand, without 
drawing it, and went into the houfe, paffcd 
through a long entry, at the end whereof he 
came into a fpacigus large place, as dark as the 
reft. Here he made^ full flop, imagining that 
this neglect was not without fome defign ; and 
though he thought it a rafhnefs to proceed any. 
farther^ yet he refolved to try his fortune. Gro« 
ping along the walls, and finding a door upon 
the jar, he thruft it open, and went in; where 
he found himfelf upon a trap-door, which let 
him down ten or twelve foot, yet fo luckily, 
that he had no other hurt but the lofs * of his 
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' fword. At the fame time he heard a voice, 
which feemed to come from feme didant place, • 
and aflced, *• Who is there ?'• Don Diego fome- 
what dunned with the fall, made no anfvver the 
firft time ; but as he was fliuflling along, in hopes 
to find his fword, the fame voice cried again, 
•♦ Who is there ?** He fearing to be attacked 
by furprife, anfwered, " A fingle man." ** If it . 
" be a man," replied the voice, " he may come 
" in." By this time our adyenturcr began to 
repent his running himfelf into that intricate 
labyrinth, where he could find no way out ; but 
fate put him out of this confufion, to cad him 
into a greater. Being thus under a neceflity of 
going on, he advanced towards the voice he 
had heard, and entered into a fpacious room, 
where he faw four fmall lamps hanging in the 
four anglesi giving fucb a dim light, that he 
' had much ado to difcern the other things that 
were in the place. Moving on further, he per- 
ceived a glimpfe, as it were; of two men in black, 
like mourners, each fitting on a chair ; one of 
them leaning his head on his hand, in a fleeping 
podure, and the other watching, feeiping to at* 
^ tend a dead body that lay at their feet, clad 
in a Capuchin*s habit, and dretcbed out on a 
Ihroud. ' ;. ♦ , .:'''■' 

This difinal fpe^cle fomewhat fiartled Don 
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Diego ; but when the firft furprife was over, he 
called up his courage again. In the nieanwhilc 
the fleeper awaked, and both he and his com* 
panion began to examine our adventurer. ** Arc 
•• notf you/' faid they, •* the perfon they call 
*• Don Diego ?'• " I am the fame," anfwered 
he, ^* but how came you to know my name?** 
•* Do not you inquire into that," rejoined the 
other, in a haughty tone, ** but only anfwer 
** our queflions, for thereon depend fcveral 
** things we are to do this night." Don Diego 
hearing thefe words, knew not what courfe to 
take ; he blamed his impertinent curiofity, but 
at lad refolving to meet all that could happen 
with an undaunted courage, he fpoke up again, 
and faid to his examiners, '* Well then, what is 
** to be done ? 1 am Don Diego, and you' are 
•• devils." " He feems to know us," faid one 
of the two to the other. " You muft ftay there," 
added they, ** to guard this body, whilft we go 
^* elfewherc to attend other f^fTairs we have in 
^ charge ; and whatfoever you fee or hear, be 
** not frighted." No fooner had they fpoke 
thefe words, without expeding his anfwer or 
•confent, they got up, and going out at the door, 
ibut it upon him. 

Being thus left alone with the dead body, he 
"ikncicd this tvai fome punilhment from Heaven, 
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and concluded he ought to implore the Divine 
mercy upon this occnfion ; which moved him 
to make the fign of the crofs on the dead hody, 
and to call upon the faints and angels to aflift 
him ; for the advice thofe two fpedres had gi« 
ven him not to he frighted brought a thoufand 
dreadful thoughts into his head. 

The two phantoms had been gone but a very 
Ihort time, before he heard fad groans, and noife 
of irons, as if they had been dragging chains 
along the floor of the room, which was board- 
ed ; and now and then fuch horrid tioifes, as if 
the whole houfe had been finking. This put 
him into fuch an anguifli, that he refolved to 
make his efcape ; and going to the door, in or- 
der to open it, he heard an imperfcA voice, as 
if it came from far off, which faid, " Whither 
" do you think to fly, Don Diego j turn, turn 
^* back, you cannot leave me yet ; come back, 
^* or I will follow you/' Perceiving he could 
not get out, he turned back, and fuw it was the 
dead man that fpoke to him, faying, ^* Know 
** I am the perfon you fo rafhly killed a few 
^ days ago, without having ever done you any 
** wrong. Cruel, barbarous wretch ! do you 
•* think Heaven will not revenge me on you? 
** and that feme dreadful difafter will not con^ 
** fume you for a punilhment of yottt. crime? 

D 6 
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^* Providence has brought you hither to liften 
^* to my juft complaints ; but draw nearer, that 
/• you may hear me the Setter/* 

Thefe words (truck a greater terror into Don 
Diego than he had conceived before, as certain- 
ly concluding that was the ghoft of Leander, 
\trhich came from the other world to torment 
him. However, he drew hear, and the dead 
ixnan proceeded, ** I own " faid he, " you killed 
•• me fairly, and that I had my fvvord in my 
•* hand; but it was eafy for you to overcome 
** me, bccaufc I had not ufed myfelf to the art 
mM of fencing from my youth, as you have done, 
^ and therefore now you are to do me right. 
. *^ Come, let us wreftle, upon this condition, that 
. •* if you, throw me, I will not only never di- 
\ •* fturb you myfclf, but will never fufFer any of 
. •« my companions to do it. But if I get the bet- 
•* tcr, you fliall be obliged to come every year, 

- ?• on the anniverfary of my death, to fpcnd the 
^ ** whole night in the churchyard, upon the 
. ** grave where 1, am buried.'* Don Diego not 
V believing this an equal match, anfwered, ** He 

- ^ did not think himfelf obliged to accept of the 
r^ chalknge, there being no. likelihood that ha- 
: ^ man weaknefs could prevail aguinft a fpiritual 
. ••^ power.?'. However, confidering this was a pro- 
: per.oppiprtumty tQ give.iignal proo£ of bkva. 
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lour, he granted the combat, and fet himfelf in 
the beil pofture he could to oppofe his adver* 
fary. The dead man got up in his capuchin ha- 
bit, and Teemed tallier than the ufual fize of man, 
and at the fame time the four lumps dropped 
down, and went out. 

Don Diego felt a cold fweat all over his body, 
with a mighty trembling, and was fo alloniflied, 
that he flood as if he had been* quite fenfelefs. 
As foon as the lamps dropped down, the dead 

• man fell fo furioufly upon our adventurer, that 
he threw him full three paces from him, as if he 
had no life left in him, for he lay in u fwodn a- 
bove an hour, what with thd fright and what 
with the falL When he came to himfelf, he 
knew not whether he was in this world or in the 
other. At length, being fomewhat better re- 
covered, he fate up, and perceived it was day. 
Looking about him, he faw nothing but the four 

* walls, and getting upon his feet, endeavoured to 
find fome footfleps of the tbrmer apparitions, 
but found no remains, nor fo much as the four 
lamps he had feen fall down. The light increa* 
fing, and his courage wi:h it, he bad a mind to 
iearch the houfe; which he did from top to 
bottom, yet faw nothing but what he brought 
in with him, which was his fword that had faU« 
cdbim ia time of need. He went out of that 
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haunted houfe to retire to his own, before the 
day came farther on, and would willingly have 

* inquired in the neighbourhood whofe houfe that 
was, and how it came not to be inhabited, but 
it was fo early that he met nobody to a(k of. 

** Doubtlefs,*' faid he, ** this houfe is haunt- 
^ ed, and nobody dares live in it* I wonder 
^ that in Madrid, where the king ufually refides, 
** fome care fliould not be taken to remedy this 
** evil, which may be of dangerous confequcnce 
** to the public ; but who can I tell this ftrange 
** adventure to, that will not laugh at it, and 
** conclude it is the notion of a diftempered 
** brain ? I mull never fpeak of it, for I fliall 
*• never be believed. Yet it is a great trouble 

- '* to me to bury fo wonderful an adventure in 
•* perpetual filence." 

Thus was he talking to himfelf, when he 
came to his houfe, and went in Without knock- 
ing, as he was wont to do, having a mafter-key, 
and retired to bed, to reft him after his late fu^ 
tigue. About four in the afternoon, Amnxor 
came into his chamber, and awaked him. *' Good 
^ God," faid Don Diego to him, fetching a deep 

' figh, ** you have brought me out of ftrange con- 

• " fufion.** •* How fo. Sir;* faid Amator ? *• I 
^ was troubled in mind,'\ replied he, ^* with a 

' ^ difmal dream, proceeding from a dreadful ac« 
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«* cident that befel me lad night/' Having 
given Amazor this occaHon to inquire after it, 
be told him particularly all that bad happened 
to him. Amazor, who was always contempla- 
tive^ told him, thefe were merciful warnings 
from heaven to make him know himfelf ; that 
ips' ought to take care how he flighted them, 
/ led this loving admonition fliould be changed 
' into an exemplary punifhment, and God, who 
now treated him like an indulgent Father, ihould 
become a fevere judge, to chaflife the ofiences 
he daily committed ; that the blood of the gen- 
tleman he had fo lately killed, and whofe ho- 
nour he would have taken away, making him 
infamous in the eyes of the world, had cried to 
God for vengeance ; that it was time to reform 
and forfake his follies ; that he ought to open 
his eyes, and feek the light of reafon by that of 
the day, if he would not for ever be reckoned 
as blind in his foul as he was in his body, lince 
he was fuch an enemy to the light ; that he 
ought to improve the talent God had given him; 
that he wronged both himfelf and the public, 
. being of birth and capacity to bear any honour- 
able employments, which might be advantage- 
' ous to both i that he had given fufficient proofs 
^ of his valour, and for the future he ought to en- 
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' deavour to give as good teftimony of his pro. 
dence as he. had done of his a urage. 

Amazor having delivered himfelf to this ef- 
fect, remained verj well plcafed that he had 
been admitted to fo long an audience ; he fan- 
cied he had already overcome Don Di^go^ and 
regdned the authority he ^nce had over him. 
** My dear mafter," faid he, •• whom I may bet* 
** ter call my fecond father, being no lefs obliged 

: '* to you than to him that begot me ; I own it 
" is high time to lay aflde my extravagancies, 
*^ and leave the fcandalous life I have hitherto 
•* led, that I may* follow the paths of virtue. I 
•• am refolved to overcome all my evil inclina- 
^ tions, and from henceforward to put in prac* 
** tice all the good advice you fhall give me; 
** pardon the infolencies I have committed, which 
** your prudence has tolerated, and your afiec* 

. ^* tion excufed. It is true, I was lad night in 
** great danger, and confidering how I ran my- 

. ^ felf into it, there is juft caufe to fay that hea« 
** ven has fpared me, and that worfe i^iight have 

^ *• befallen me. O Divine mercy ! how deeply 

. '* am 1 indebted to you, and what praifes ought 
^ not I, to give you, for having delivered me 
^ from fucb wonderful danger, . which I never 
^ tbougbt to efcape/*.. Thefe moving, expref* 
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jions were attended with tears^ which made A« 
mazor believe that Don Diego was truly peni« 
tent for his pafl oflTences, and hoped that he 
would mend for the future. 

Thus were they difcourfing together, when 
they heard a knocking at the door. Don Diego 
would not have it opened, that nobody anfwer- 
ing, whofoever it was might go away ; by that 
means to avoid all temptations of breaking the 
good refolution he had newly made ; for night 
then drawing on, he believed it was fome of his 
acquaintance that came to debauch him. The 
more Don Diego kept back from fufiering the 
door to be opened, the harder he without knock- . 
ed, and not fatisfied with the noife the hammer 
made, took up a great (lone to be heard the bet- 
ter. At length Don Diego, weary of that dr- 
iturbance, fent one to open the door, and in came 
a raking old companion of his, with a counter- 
feit fmile, the better to difguife his refentment 
for having been kept out fo long. They fa- 
luted one another in a more courteous manner 
than ufual, the ferious humour Don Diego was 
in obliging the other to ufe more ceremony 
than at other times. 

Don Antonio, for that was the man's namei 
afked him how he had fpent the Carnival, what 
company he had been in, and how he intended 
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* to divert himfelf the remaining days before Lent. 
Anjazor was prefent, and abhorred thefe que. 
ftions, fearing left he (hould again put Don 
Diego into the road he had fo newly diverted 
him from. " For my part/* continued Don An. 
tonioy more attentive to turn up his whifkers, 
than regardful of what he faid, " I narrowly 
'* miiTed laft night catching one that you know 
*' in a fnare I had laid for him ; but I fliall have 
** him fooner or later, and will make my advsn- 
*• tage of this difappointment." Who is that ? 
faid Don Diego. ** It is a gentleman of Cor. 
" dova," replies the other, ** whom we call Don 
'* Diego the knight, both becaufe he reckons 
^ himfelf of that degree, and to diftinguifli be* 
^ twixt him and feveral other friends of ours, 
** who bear the name of Don Diego, as you do, 
^ and therefore we call him the Knight. This 
'* fpark giving too much way to his vanity, has 
^ declared himfelf a pretender to a young lady, 
** who is very rich and beautiful, and daughter 
<« to a counfellor in the Court of Chancery^ who, 
^ by reafon he is an excellent orator, and in 
^ great vogue, has got the name of the Golden 
** Mouth and Furfe. And thpugh he has never 
•• yet difcovered his love to this lady, he follows 
** her wberefueveir fhe goes, pretends to be jea- 
^ lous and paifionate, ^nd boafts in all compa* 



THE NIGHT ADVENTURER* 6j 

M nies, that he has grounds for what he does ; 
^ that he has encouragement to proceed, and 
^ hopes for a happy event ; for felf-conceit is 
^ the common failing of fools. 
' ^ You mud underftand that this lady's win- 
^ dows look into a churchyard, which has given 
** many occafion to fay, that (he lives there on 
^ purpofe to bury all thofe in one tomb, whom 
^' the darts of her eyes fliall kill. This knight 
'* has a rival, much more fortunate in eftate and 
" parts than he, and better looked upon by the 
^ beauty we fpeak of. This gentleman, to put 
'* a flop to the other's continual haunting about 
^ his miftrefs's houfe, and be more at liberty to 
** to fee her at nights, as is allowed him, con« 
^ trived to put him into fomc fright, being in* 
^' formed that he was fomewhat cowardly, and 
^ that being engaged in a quarrel, be had made 
^ more ufe of his heels than bis hands. 

•* To this purpofe he told him one day in my 
** hearing, that there was a man lately buried 
" in that churchyard, who having. been a very 
^* ill liver, walked there duly about three o'clock 
^ in the morning, dragging chains, and fetching 
^* fuch dreadful groans, that all who heard him 
*' died for fear ; and that mod of the lodgers 



^* and inhabitants of the neighbouring houfes, 
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** removed from thence as faft as they could, be* 
^ ing no longer able to live in fuch dread ; that 
** he had thought fit to let him know fo much, 
** becaufe, though his rival, he was willing to 
** (how how much he was his humble fervant at 
•* the fame time, and fliould be forry any mit 
•• fortune might befal him for wartt of being for- 
** warned ; in fhort, that he advifed him to re- 
** tire home every night in good time, as he 
^* would do himfelf, promifing to take the ad« 
** vice he gave him, and for the future to live 
** more chaftely and modcflly than he had done 
*• for the time pad. 

^^ At the fame time I ufed all the rlietoric ! 
** could to fix thefe notions in his head; but the 
'* fpark, who was no fuch fool as we took him 
^ for, made a jeft of all we faid, and of bis ri** 
*^ vaPs contrivance; and thereupon fell a-telling 
*' us ftories of his imaginary, not real achieve* 
*' ments, to let us underftand that he feared no« 
*' thing, and that no ghofts were able to fright 
** him. We left him in that good humour, and 
*^ went away looking upon one another much 
. ^* out of countenance, bccaufe our project fuc« 
** ceeded no better. The earned deHre I had to 
'*inake trial of bis courage, and to put fome af« 
.^ iront upon that worthy knight, made me re% 
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** folve to fpend the Carnival in finding out fome 
^ ridiculous invention to catch and make a jcft 
f* of him, 

r y The trick I had a mind to play him was 
♦• eafily contrived, but it was requifite to find 
** ingenious perfons to put it in execution, for 
** fear left the ill management of it fliould turn 
*' to our fhame. I have a houfe in the Apple 
*• Street, which is a by-part of the town, in 
** which there are fcvcral apartments, and fit to 
'Modge three or four fmall families. About 
** eight days ago the people that lived in it run 
•* away by night, and left it upon my hands, 
*^ cheating me of a quarter's rent that was due ; 
*' and though feveral have offered to take the 
^* houfe and pay the rent beforehand, becaufe it 
*• is very convenient, yet I have ftill delayed 
^* concluding a bargain with them, becaufe it 
** was to be the theatre I provided for ading the 
•^ comedy I was contriving for Don Diego, the 
** knight, which was to be played this laft night. 
*• I will tell you my invention. 

^* About one in the morning I carried into 
*• that houfe, three young men newly come from 
.** the univerfity, lads of ready wit and good ma- 
^* nagement. I told them, that a friend of mine 
*' and I had a mind, with i their help, to make 
^* trial of the courage of a fpark, who boafted 
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^ that he feared no fpirits. Having thus ac« 
'* quainted them with my defign, I furnifhed 
** them %vith the clothes they were to put on, 
** and led them into the great room where the 
^ farce was to be adled, which was deep in the 
** houfe. One of thefe three young men was 
** taller than I by the head ; by that you may 
** guefs what a (trapping fellow he was, for I am 
•* none of the leaft ; he was every way propor- 

' ** tionable and well made, and as Arong as Samp« 
'* fon. This man was to have a Capuchin's ha- 
^ bit on, and to lie along on a black cloth, re* 
** prcfcnting a dead man. The other two were 
''clad in black, like mourners, their faces co« 
•• vered, except their eyes j and thefe two watch- 
'' ed the dead man, fitting on two chairs. At 
^' the four corners of the room hung four little 
** lamps, which gave a light more dreadful than 
" darknefs itfelf. 

*' Having ordered all things as I have de- 
'' fcribed, I told him that was to adl the dead 
'' man, and his companions, that 1 was going to 
*' fend them the perfon I had fpoken of, and 
** that as foon as they heard him, they ihould 
*' a(k whether his name was not Don Diego, 
'^ and if he anfwered, yes, the two mourners 
?' ihould go our^ and Ihut him up alone with the 

^ '* dead man, who ihould pretend to be a perfon 
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<< the knight had killed foully ; that he fliould 
^ demand fatisfadion for that wrong, and wrellle 
^ with him. In fine, I told them, if they thought 
<< fit to add any thing to the contrivance, they 
" might do it freely, being well fatisfied they 
^ would perform it very dexteroufly ; but that 
^ whatever came of it they mud be fure to ftun, 
** or amaze him fo, that the dead man and his 
** companions might get away and leave 4iim 
*^ there. Ill fate fo ordered it, that all this pre« 
^ paration came to nothing ; for as I was going 
^ to feek out Don Diego to touch him in point 
^ of courage, and dare him to go to my houfe, 
" which I was to tell him was forfaken, becaufe 
^ of its being haunted, I was taken up by four 
<' olliccrs, who carried. me before a judge, to de- 
'* pofe what I knew of a crime a friend of mine 
** was in trouble about. I ufed all the argu« 
^ ments I could to bring myfelf off, alleging I 
^ could give no evidence in that affair, as being 
" wholly a ftranger to it. The judge pofitively 
" perfifting in the contrary, and jullly provoked, 
** ordered me to be fecured, and that I fhould 
** not be allowed to fpeak to any body, for fear 
'V of fending advice to the party accufed ; but ai 
'! certain great man, my benefador, hearing of 
" my misfortune, has juft got me releafed. You 
^ are the firft'perfon i have feen fince I came 

4 
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•* out of prifoBy and I am now going to find 
•• thofe young men, who were to aft the farce 
** contrived againd my knight, to know how 
•• long they waited. No doubt but they will be 
" angry with ine, for having made them fpcnd 
* ** the night in that mummery, and will believe 
** the trick was defigned to be put upon them, 
*^ and not upon another.'' 

As Don Antonio went on with his ftory^ Don 
Diego difcovered the original of h^ unlucky ad. 
venture, befallen him no lefs through his own 
curiofity, than the midakc of the name of Don 
Diego, and admiring the oddnefs of the acci- 
dent, told Don Antonio all that had happened 
to him, with as much plainnefs and jollity, as if 
he had been no way concerned. Don Antonio 
blefled himfclf, and was amazed, as not believing 
that wiiat he faid was true ; till Don Diego 
fwearing to it, and calling Amazor to teftify 
"what he had faid to him before, he ilood mute 
for awhile, being much concerned that it had 
lighted upon a perfon he honoured as one of 
his moft particular friends. Don Diego told 
him, he did not take it ill in the lead, and was 
fenfible that the plot was not laid for him. Don 
Antonio, the better to faiisfy himfelf of Don 
Diego's finccrity, inyited him to fup at his houfe, 
which he readily granted; and being come tbi* 
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tlicri they were informed that the perfon who - 
adled the dead man was fled to an ambafludor*s 
houfe, believing the man he had wreftled with 
was dead with thh fright. They prefently fent 
to acquaint him that he might fafely come a« 
way, and if he had a mind to laugh heartily, he 
fliould fup with them, where he would hear a 
pleafant (lory. He came along with the mef- 
fenger, and they fpent the reft of the night ia 
diicourfing of that ftrange accident. Don Diego 
went home in good time, to the great fat isfac* 
tion of Amazor, believing it to be the cfTedl of ' 
his good advice, and of the refolution Don-' 
Diego had made, to alter his courfe of life for ' 
the time to come. / . .■ i 






ADVENTURE V. . 

The public rejoicings of the Carnival beings 
over, Lent fucceeded it with a meagre counte- < 
nance, hateful to thofe who love good eating 
and drinking. Don Diego thought it not fo ' 
difagrecable ; the mortifications he endured,^ 
wbillt others feafled and made merry, and the * 
refolutions he lately made of reforming his life,' ^ 
bkd difpofed him to give Afh Wednefday a fa^ 
Vol. I. E ^ 
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\ourable reception. Amazon who never ftirred 
from him, ufed all his art and experience to 
moderate the violent fallies of his youth, and to 
banifli his houfe all thofe he thought might rob 
him of the fruits of his labour. In fliort there 
appeared fo great a change in Don Diego's be* 
liaviour within a few days, that his bed friends 
had caufe to blefs heaven for working fuch a 
miracle. During the whole Lent he employed 
liimfelf in ads of piety, fometimes he went to 
fernidns, fometimes to hofpitals, and fometimes 
to prifonsi where he gave plentiful alms. He 
vliitcd poor families, which were in great di- 
flrefs, and aihamed to difcover their wants. In 
iliort, fuch was his.courfe of life, that all men 
in him admired the virtues of a pious Chrillian, 
and of a worthy gentleman. 

But perfeverance in good adlions bemg a vir- 
tue rarely praclifed among courtiers ; whtn 
Eafter came, and the fpring began to draw com- 
pany together, he Was again vifitcd by his fa- 
miliar acquaintance, to the great grief of Ama- 
zor, who perceived they, by degrees, would in« 
veigle away the bird he had £o long kept tame. 
One day, they carried him a- walking, another, 
they invited him to a,, collation, and now and 
then to fupper, yet To that he ftill came home 
atXeafonable hours* and made ufe of d^y and 
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night like other folks ; but at Icn^^th, by much 
keeping company with his afTociate*:, ai:d coii«' 
tinuully rambling about, he fell back inienfi^il/ 
into his former courfe. Hrs walks continually 
gained more and more upon the night, and at 
laft exceeded the bounds of decency. 

Having imperioufly filenced Amazor, who cn« 
dcavoured to ftem the courfe of his perverfe in- 
clinations, he cad off all manner of deference - 
to him, and returned more eagerly to his for« 
mer praflices. He took his ufual guard of fword 
and target, and about ten at night went away- 
to the Prado the place where thofe cheats in 
love, the ladies and courtezans of Madrid have 
fettled their academy, or rather their exchange. 
Were there ever a philofppher in this age that 
underftood the murmuring of waters, as once 
there was one who underllood the chirping of 
birds, he might, by lidening to the purling of 
the fountains in that plain, learn abundance of 
fecret (lories, and find matter enough to com« 
pofe many volumes of curious romances. 

Don Diego, having walked about two hun« 
dred paces, to fee a coach pafs by, which moved 
on as gently as if an emprefs had been in it, he 
drew near to it ; and fpied a young man finging 
next the door of it, with fuch a voicci as feem* 
ed very difagreeable* And to mend the nutt« 
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ter^ he at the fame time played very fcurvily 
on a guittar that was out of tunc. This coach 
Hopped right againft a ring of gentlemen and 
.ladies, who were fitting by one of the fountains 
where this favage Orpheus, fitter to carry fouls 
to hell than to bring them thence, very impu- 
dently fet himfelf a-finging; but as foon as ever 
he began, he was requited with fo many fcpflfs 
and hifies, that he was foon obliged to give over, 
and withdraw. This wretched finger was page 
to an unfortunate lord, to whom the coach be« 
longed. 

The company that had fo flianiefully put to 
flight that enemy to the fenfe of hearing, were 
ilill rallying on that ridiculous fubjedl, when on 
a fudden they were diverted by the fvveet found 
of an angelical voice, which feemed to proceed 
from the mouthof a woman, and made amends 
for the difagreeablenefs of the ppge. They all 
got up to draw near the coach fiie wasin^ and 
heard thefe following words : 



1 1' *-" 
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'Ttt not alone the force of lorer 
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* That makes xny palenefs and my grief; 

* Fierce jealoufy without rcKef/ * * ./'* ' 

' Does to' my reft most fatal .proYC*;!: / 

' I* 
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n. 

But I myfelf alone may blamcy 

Who durft prefumc to aim fo highf 
My thoughts above my fphere did fl]r« 

And fct me in this quendxlefa flame* 



< \ A \ m ^> 



III. 

' ^ Then how (luill I be ever blcft, 

Who cannot even comprehend 
i The great perfcdlions that attend 

The caufe that rubs me of my reft* '-^ 

IV. 

' Though your difdaui does pierce my foult 

Such charms appear in your bright cy<% 
^ As do my fainting fenfe fusprifri 

And all the pain I feci controuL 

V. 

. Vm bound in fuch a happy chaiot 

And bum in fuch a pleafing firSi 
f That all I dread> or can dcfirci 

Is or to Ipfe or keep my pain. 

This harmonious voice charmed all that heard 
it ; and even thofe^ whofe harfh temper made 
them before infenfible of the fweetnefs of this 
arty were enamoured with it. The coach was 
immediately befet by feveral perfons, and among 
the refty a certain gallant drawing near, was fo 
bold as to lean upon the coach door, where this 

- E3 . .. 
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Urania was. By his behaviour he feemed to 
have fome peculiar privilege fo to do, for nei* 
ther the young lady nor her mother, who fat 
by her, were at all didurbed at that familiarity. 
Perhaps the mpther, who before had grumbled, 
as mod old women do, might have been greafed, 
as well as her coach wheels, that (he might make 
the lels noife. 

There were abundance of other young fel- 
lows, who would willingly have been no lefs fa« 
miliar, if their modefty had not flood in the 
way. Whilft they were walking to and fro a- 
bout the coach, another gentleman not fo nice 
came up all in a heat, who being in love with 
the young lady, had followed her from her 
houfe to the Prado. Drawing near, he per- 
ceived (he was talking with the other gentle- 
man, who feemed to take a pride in it before 
the company that ftood round, which didurbed 
the new comer, who looking about him fpied 
Don Diego Love-Night, who was his friend. 
Having falutcd him, he took him afide, and told 
him how envious and jealous he was of that 
man ; that he did not like his behaviour, and 
had a mind tp pick a quarrel with him. Don 
Diego, who was much better, at giving advice 
to another, than at taking it himfelf, allayed, the 
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fierce commotion of his hot temper ; and the 
other yielding to his reafons, contained himfclf 
for fome time. 

At length our adventurer faw three gentle- 
men pafs by very leifurely, and as it were quar- 
relling among themfelves, one of which, by his 
voice, he took for a friend of his ; and deiiring 
to be fatisfied whether it was fo or no, that he 
might endeavour to ferve him if he had occa- 
fion, he gave his guittar to the other that had 
accofted him before, to hold, and went after 
him. The other, who was wholly intent upon 
bis rivaPs behaviour, did not regard what Don 
Diego did, but let him go without offering to 
bear him company. 

But now the lady who had charmed all that 
heard her with the fweetnefs of her voice, was 
entreated by all there prefent to fing an air or 
two more ; and (lie, to (how her breeding, took 
up her guittar, which, as ill luck would have it, 
had two (Irings broken. Don Diego's friend 
having the guittar in his hand well tuned, drew 
near to the coach, and offered it to the lady ; at 
the fame time, he that leaned on the coach door, 
without any regard to the other, flood upright, 
and fcornfuUy thruft away the arm and the 
guittar. Our adventurer's friend, who only 
wanted fuch an opportunity, and was like fuel 

£ 4 
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prepared to take the fire of pafiion, thought this 

' an infolent adion, and to revenge it, made ufc 

of the arm and the inftrument.that had been 

.afirontedy laying on twice furioufly about the 

. favourite's ears, who was bareheaded, and broke 

the guittar jn pieces, which returned a found 

lefs agreeable than when Don Diego handled 

it. At the fame time he drew his fword, as did 

all the reft that were prefent, and among them 

feyeral officers of juftice, who are frequently at 

•;thofe hojurs in the Prado, becaufe of the frc- 

jQuent quarrels that happen there, in which many 

jbraveipen are loft. iTbe aggreflbr finding him* 

cfelf alone among fo many i ft rangers, wifely took 

the advantage of the darknefs, and winding 

;t)iimfelf .into the midft of the throng, for fear 

, of being JcnowOt flipped away without fpeaking 

..» wqr4. 

The .coacbt which had been the occalion of 
,all this difturbance, made off fo fwiftly by the 
help of fix horfes it was drawn by, that when 
the officers would have feixed it to pay the cod 
.of . their difappointment, they could not find 
.what was become of it. Every one made off a 
/everal way, when Don Diego returned from 
iiunning after thofei three gentlemen, believing 
one of theiti had ^been his friend. He w^s 
much Xurprifed at,thig fudden commotion/ not. 
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knowing who had been the caufe of it. Seek* 
ing all about for the pcrfon he had intruded 
with his inilrument, and not finding him, he be« 
gan to fear it had not met fuch ufage as it de« 
ferved, for it was one of the rareft pieces of the 
age. VVhild he was lamenting its abfence, the 
guittar was all in fliivcrs in the hands of a fiu 
preme judge in criminal aflairs, who was examin* 
ing that matter, quedioning the man that had 
been hurt, who could not fay who ftruck him, 
becuufe he knew him not. The darknefs caufed 
the confufion the pfllcers were in, laying hold 
of the next that were in their way, without di« 
ftinguiihing betwixt the innocent and the guilty. 

The furgeons being ordered to fcarch the 
wounded man, reported that the wound was 
very dangerous. They always make the worft 
of things to gain the greater reputation and to 
enhance their pay. Don Diego waited two 
days without hearing any news of his dear in- 
ftrument, and perceiving no likelihood of its 
being reftored, went to look for the perfon he 
had intruded with it, and was told he had ab« 
felted himfelf, and they knew not when he 
would come again. He could not unriddle this 
myftery, as being ignorant of the caule of his 
departure. 

The lofs of his guittar made him let flip fome 

£ 5 
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nights without taking his rambles, which in- 
duccd Amazor fini to hve in hopes ; for he ob« 
ferved all his adions, endeavouring to difcover 
fome figns of amendment, but (lill could make 
no found judgment by them. If he happened 
to live three days within compafs, he fpent three 
weeks in his ufual extravagancies. 
. The wounded gentleman grew worfe and 
worfe, which threw him into a fever, fo that the 
furgeons and phyficians did not like him. The 
judge, though he ufed all his endeavours to dif- 
cover the oflfendcr, could make nothing of it, 
which troubled him very much, becaufe the per« 
fon hurt belonged to a minifter of ftatei whom 
he was defirous to oblige. 

Every one driving to do fomething towards 
finding the criminal, among the reft one of the 
clerks of the court, as (liarp as an old monkey, 
often viewed the remains of the guittar com- 
mitted to his cuftody, hoping to find the own*- 
er's name upon it, becaufe abundance of young 
men ufed to be guihy of that folly. However, 
he took fo much pains in putting together the 
pieces, that he at length found the name of the 
workman that made it; and, as if he had found 
out the philofophcr's ftonc, hafted a way. to that 
inftrument maker's houfe, who being fhowed 
4he ruins of the guittati foon knew it, andfaid 
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it belonged to Don Diego, which was confirm- 
ed by his journeyman and apprentice. The 
clerk not fatisfied with this verbal declaratioiit 
fent them all three in cuftody to the judge, where 
they confirmed what they had before depofed 
under band and oath. This done, the judge 
forbid them, under feverc penalties, acquainting 
Don Diego with what had happened ; and 
thought he had now fufiicient evidence for fe- 
curing of the ofTcnders, and putting them to the 
rack in cafe the wounded man mifcarried. Search 
was immediately made for Don Diego, in order 
to fecure him the next night, but the cunning 
inftrument maker, who had made the guittar, 
and given his depofltion againd our adventurer, 
not regarding his proteftations before the judge, 
found him out, and acquainted him what was 
ill agitation againll his pcrfon, and with the 
wretched conditioj[i of the guittar. He told 
him all the particulars concerning his unfortu- 
nate inftrument, and how it had been beaten to 
pieces about a gentleman's ears in the Prado ; 
fo that by this account and his friend's abfence, 
he might eaiily guefs at the. reft. He was ex- 
tremely concerned that his guittar had fufTered 
ftiipwreck againft the rock of the wounded per* 
foQ'a head, but was more troubled at hiafriend'A 
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abfence, concluding that if the patient died, he 
mud lofe hiiti for even 

Then bringing the cafe home to himfclf, and 

confidering the advice he had juft received, he 

curfed the clerk that had been the caufe of his 

trouble. How durft you, falfe treacherous 

wretch, faid he, as if the man had been by 

him, pradife againft my reputation ? Have you 

the impudence to attack my honour, and to 

contrive to oblige me to appear and give an ac< 

count of my actions before a judge ? Muft 1 be 

this day linble to the cenfures of fuch a petti* 

fogging knave as you, who give crimes what 

;|urn you will, and magnify them according to 

your fancy or malice ? Doubtlefs, this is a mat* 

tcr of fuch moment, I muft advife with fome 

perfon of dilcretion and experience, who may 

put me in the way how to Ihun the fcandall 

liiay otherwife undergo ; but to whom can I 

J^etter have recourfe than to my faithful Ama- 

Thus was he talking to himfelf when Ama- 

lor entered the room, to whom he communis 

rated the perplexity he was in. Amazor, with- 

^putfaitber dj&lay, called feveral porters, and in 

. M jnoment removed the moft valuable goods in« 

49 an jQAbaflador'i houfe^wbo lived clofeby. 
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The ambaiHulor's fecrctary, who was Amazor*8 
intimate friend, took care of thofe goods, and 
provided a chamber for our adventurer. Thus 
did he fecure himfelf againft the fird (Irokes of 
juftice ; for though he was innocent, he would 
have fuflfered much for the abfent offender, be* 
ing unwilling to accufe him, though it were to 
clear himfelf of all the foul circumQances that 
appeared againil him. 

• Having thus difpofed his affairs, Don Diego 
went with Amazor to the ambaflador's houfCt 
where he was courteoufly received by the fecre- 
tary ; and having acquainted his niader with the 
whole affair, prevailed Jwith him to ufe his in« 
tered for him. Soon after the furgeons percei- 
vcd that the wounded gentleman begun to mend 
apace, notice whereof was prefently given to 
Ibe abfent gentleman, who bad been the author 
of all this mifchief, and of the trouble he bad 
brought his friend into. At length the patient 
being pretty well recovered, the other came prK- 
vately to Madrid, where feveral petfons of the 
greateft quality interpofing, an accommodation 
was propofed, and the conditions were not long 
debating. The charming lady, whofe finging 
bad been the caufe of all this difafter, had fi 
Jband in thefe prupolals, and reconciled all dif- 
icrenccs, engaging her word to our adventurer's 
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friend, that (he would by degrees break off the 
familiaTity his rival had contradled with her« 
Thus the party ofTcnded TufTered the penalty, 
becaufe he was not fo powcrFul as the other, had 
the lady been as good as her word. 

Don Diego feeing his friend had now full fa« 
tisfaAion, thought of revenging himfelf on this 
clerk who had contrived to bring him into trou- 
ble. Our adventurer was very revengeful, and 
never undertook any but he endeavoured to 
make it as public as he could, that it might be 
the greater. To this purpofe he made himfelf 
acquainted, by the help of feveral treats, with 
fome bullies that refcvted to the ambaflador^s 
houfe, whence he would not remove until he 
had been even with the clerk. When he thought 
it fit time to put his delign in execution, he fum* 
moned all his inllruments, being feven in num* 
ber, and provided them a fupper, in which he 
fpared for no cod ; and they all drank plen- 
•tifuUy, remembering all their friends, fome par- 
ticulars whereof being remarkable, we will here 
let down. 

The firft health was to the ambaflador's flew- 

ard, who gave them fandtuary in that houfe a« 

gainft all the ferjeants and other officers of ju- 

ftice* The fecond to the generous Don Diego, 

.who treated them fo ofteot wifliing huq increaib 
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of health to defray thofe worthy expences. The 
third to folicitors and counfellors, becaufe a» 
midft all that have to do in criminal caufe9, 
they alone defend the criminals, provided they 
ire able to pay for the lies and (lories they in« 
vent to deftroy truth, and make falfehood take 
place. ' The fourth to phyficians, as being of 
their own profeflion, becaufe their bufmefs is 
killing, though they do it with lefs danger to 
themfelves, as venturing nothing, and never 
failing to murder a man when they have a mind 
to it. The fifth to the brokers, who fo cunning- 
ly difguife the hats and cloaks they ileal at 
night. The fixth to vintners and innkeepers, 
who treat and entertain them on the road^ and 

' alfiil them in all their frauds. In (horti they 
drank more forts of healths than can be here 
inferted ; and to conclude with Don Diego's 
projedi it was refolved that they would the 
next night torment the wretched clerk; and 
thus they performed it. 
Four of the refoluteft of the gang drefled 

V themfelves up as we reprefent devils, in the 
mofl frightful manner they could, and about 
midnight came to the houfe of the poor con* 
demned criminal, which was in a lane. They 
got into the houfe, the door being open, by reai- 
fiui that fcvcral families lived ia it ;. and a great 
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dog hearing them, fell a barking, and wake3 
the clerk, who made his man rife to fee what 
was the occafion of the difturbance. The man 
coming out, met thofe four frightful figures on 
the ftairs, each of them holding a lighted link 
in his hand, which filled the place with a thick 
ftinking fmoke. The lad was in fuch a. fright, 
that without being able to return to his mailer, 
he dropped down in a fwoon. The devils pre- 
fehtly rufhed in at the door he had left open, 
.tind went direflly to the clerk's bed, where he 
lay with his wife, who being both juft waked 
out of their firft fleep, believed them to be real- 
ly what they reprefented, which put them into 
fuch a fright, that they lay fenfclcfs as if they 
had been dead. Then the devils, without lo« 
fing any time, took hold of the damned clerk, 
every one taking an arm or a leg, and fenfelefs 
as he was, laid him down upon the door; where 
they brought him to himfclf by virtue of a good 
whipping with knotted ropes, laid on fo thick 
llnd fharply, that before, he could fpeak a word 
he was half fleaed. The firft word he uttered 
"was the name of Jefus, at which the devils left 
him and fled, making a mod hideous noife at 
the doors, to confirm the. opinion he had con- 
ceived of them ; fo that when the ftorm was 
r^ he abfoltttely concluded they were devils. 
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. fince they vaniftied at his calling upon that holy 
name. He lay (Iretched out on the ground half 
dead, what with the cruel flogging, and what 
with the fright. His poor wife lay quaking, all 
bathed in a cold fweat, and had flirunk down 
into the bed, not daring to put out her head ; 
fo that the wretched fellow lay all night as the 
devils left him. When day appeared, and difn* 
pated all terrors, the body was found in the midft 
of the floor in a high fever, and his wife in the 
fame condition. They were long in the hands 
•of the abled phyficians, and very narrowly 
•efcaped death. 

The news of this accident was foon fpread all 
^ver the town, and even from the mouths of 
^omewho had the flory from the clerk himfelf. 
Every one talked of it according to his own 
/fancy,. and fome faid, he was certainly guilty of 
ffome heinous crimes, unknown to men, lince 
heaven had punifhed him by the hands of hellilli 
executioners. Don Diego hearing this difcourfed 
about the town, after the account he had re- 
ceived from thofe that did the execution, thought 
hiinfelf fufHciently revenged. Our adventurer 
*onIy pitied the poor wife ; but a good hulband 
and wife are fo clofely allied and linked toge« 
ther, that there is no doing the one a kindnefs 
without the participation of the other. After 
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' this noble exploit, Don Diego kept at home for 
fome timei living in a very decent manner; but 
this humour lafted not long ; for before many 
days were paft/ he fell again to his night 
rambles* 
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jlhz fun ha4 now run his courfe, and day flint 
in, when our noble Don Diego, whom experi* 
ence made never the wifer, refolved to feek new 
dangers, or rather to meet them, for they too 
often prefemed themfelvcs to him ; but before 
we enter too far upon this adventure, it will be 
requifite to make a fliort digreffion. 

There was at this time at Seville, a man of a 
genteel prefence enough, who kept himfelf in 
decent apparel, and pafTed for a gentleman; but 
might be properly enough compared to an eagle, 
for by day he looked the fun in the face, and 
by night he followed his prey, dealing whatfo- 
ever came in his way. At the beginning of bis 
reign he took the name of Don Diego, until 
time having difcovered what profefiion he foU 
lowed,, he had the furname given him of Love« 
Night; fo that there, were two men of the 
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fame name at once ; for, as has been faid, our 1 
adventurer \vas fometimes called Fly-Light, and 
fometimes Love-Night, thefe two additional 
names (ignifying ahnoft the fame thing, though 
proceeding from dilTerent caufes, fome more 
fcandalous than the other. 

It feemed to be fatal to our Don Diego, to 
be brought into trouble by the miflaking of 
Dames; but that which he met with among the 
pretended fprites was noj^more than a flea-bite 
in comparifon of what he endured in this new 
adventure ; for as much as among perfons of a 
generous difpofltion, their honour is much dear- 
er than their life. This Don Diego at Seville, 
perceiving that his practices were difcovered, 
and that there was a talk of calling him to an 
account, gave out that he was going away to 
Madrid, the Theatre of Wonders, and the load« 
flone that attrads both the good and the bad ; 
but the day he left Seville, inftead of making to- 
wards the Court of Spain, he went away to Gra- 
nada, hoping he might play his cards there, and 
live a confiderable time before he was difcover- 
ed, that city being very kind to ftrangers. 
. The news of his journey to Madrid being 
fpread abroad among all that knew him, the 
fon of a jeweller of Seville had notice of it^ who 
tteing deceived by common fame, a wonder that 
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a tradefman (hould be impofed upon, refolved 
.to follow him immediately, and with all pofTible 
fpeedi to the great detriment of his buttocks, 
Avhich were miferably galled ; and of his fto- 
mach, that often returned more than it had re- 
ceived, being grievoufly fliaken by the hired 
inules that are on that road. The caufe of his 
enduring all thefe hardfliips was, that this (harp, 
ing Don Diego had taken away fome jewels and 
diamond rings of his, of value, which he had 
trufted him with.. As foon as he came to Ma* 
drid, he delivered printed bills in all the golii 
fmiths fhops, defcribing thofe jewels, and in the 
.meanwhile infinuated himfelf into all compa* 
Dies, in hopes to meet with his man. 

The fecond night after this jeweller came to 
Madrid, our primitive and: legitimate Don Die- 
•go Love-Night, taking no warning by his paft 
misfortunes, fet out again, expoflng himfelf ia 
defiance of fortune. The occafion of this fall/ 
was to divert himfelf with a young beautiful 
townfwoman, wife to a folicitor, who was rec* 
koned a (harp witty woman, and very good 
dancer, ready to receive any thing that was of- 
fered her, and confequently eafy to be bribed. 
In order to gain admittance to her, Don Diego 
made ufe of a fly old woman, well verfed in car- 
lying on amorous intrigues, and who, under co» 
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lour of promoting chaftity, only contrived to 
deftroy it. The bargain was llruck up« and 
Don Diego had leave to go vifit the folicitor's 
wife that night betwixt twelve and one, upon • 
condition that he fliould give her two diamond • 
rings (lie had feen on his fingers, and which he - 
bad a great value for, becaufe they had been - 
his mother*s ; but what is there that luft will ^ 
not ifacrifice when its infolence is not- checked i 
Befides, he was to lay afide the habit of a gen« 
tleman, and difguife himfelf like a fervant, to - 
the end, that if her hufbund (hould happen to 
meet him going in or coming out, (he might 
tell him it was a man her mother had fent to » 
inquire after her health. For the better carry- 
ing on this plot, the folicitor's wife fent him by • 
the old woman; a letter (he had received that 
very day from her mother, which (he had feal- ^ 
cd up again, and wrapt in another paper, that 
il might ferve a fccond time, as occafion might' 
c^er : Furthermore, that he (liould come iiv the-' 
back way, going along under an old 'mud wall, • 
and open the garden door with a maftcr-key- 
Ihe f^nt with the letter : Thence he was to go 
into a parlour, where he (hould find his millref^' 
ready to receive him. '* 

i pon Diego fubmitted to all thefe conditions,^ 
left hislipufe about the appointed hour,. dreiTed^ 
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as was ordered him, with the rings, the letter, 
and the mafte.r-key. Being come into the ftreet 
where the folicitor's wife lived,, he heard a noife 
in a.houfe, as if people were in a pallion, which 
his curious temper obliged him to inquire into, 
He went in, and prefently fpied a man in a 
court writing upon the end of a ca(k, and ano- 
ther lighting him with a candle in a lanthorn 
for fear the wind fhould blow it out. Aboul 
thefe two (lood many more, fome half-drelTed 
and fome half- naked ; fome without flockingi 
and flipHiod ; others in their ihirts, with onl] 
their cloaks wrapped about them, muflling x\ 
their nofes, and moil of them with their fwordi 
under their arms. Our adventurer flood (lil 
behind them, liftening to their difcourfe, with 
out being difcovered by them, and by thai 
means underftood that there had been a rob; 
bery juft then committed in the houfe ; that h( 
who writ was a notary, and the other that light 
ed, a ferjeant, who were taking the depofltioni 
of the neighbours, fome of whom had fufferec 
their (hare in the robbery. 

Don Diego having thus fatisfied his curiofity 
was for making off fair and foftly, to go on witl 
his intrigue ; but, as ill fortune would have it 
the damp of the night had given him a cold ii 
his head, which made him fneeze three times 
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and fo alarm aU thofe people, who cried out, 
•• Who 18 there ?" Don Diego unwilling to be 
known, doubled his pace, without fpeaking a . 
word, which railed a jealoufy in the others, and 
made them purfue him as they did, crying out, . 
<<Scop thief." He finding himfelf purfued, and 
fo foully affronted, faced about, drawing his . 
fword, replied, " You lie, ye fcoundrels ;'* then 
letting them come on, gave the boldeft of them . 
a great cut over, the head; but whatever he • 
could do to get out of their hands, they fecured 
and carried him before the notary, who had 
(laid in the houfe. 

There was nothing about him but what feem- . 
ed to teftify he had been concerned in the rob- 
bery committed there ; his mien and his habit . 
did not agree ; it was eafy to guefs he was di£- 
guifed. Being fearched, they found in his poc- 
ket a little cafket, in which the rings were, as 
alio the mafter-key, all dangerous circumftances > 
againft him. The notary divided the booty vc-, 
xy equally, taking the rings for himfelf, and gU: 
ving the key to the ferjeants for their good fer- 
vice ; which done, they led him away to gaoL . 

Finding himfelf fo roughly handled, he began- 
ta declare he was a gentleman ; that they were . 
miftaken in him, deliring to be carried before^ 
the Lord Mayor, whom he would acquaint with 
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his namei and make known his innocency bc« 
fore him. But whatfoever he could fay, they 
made no account of it } he was put into a duiu 
geon in the prifon, as a night-robber, a fliop. 
lifter, and a breaker of the peace; He was im« ' 
mediately confronted with two real thieves that* 
had committed ' the crime ; they hearing him 
fay that he was a gentleman, and .had a fufli. 
cient cftatc to live according to his quuhty, 
without robbing another, refolved to' own him? 
for one of their gang, not doubting. but ^ that if 
he was of that rank he pretended, • their caufe 
would be long depending, and, in the mean« 
while their friends making reftitution, would 
procure their liberty ; bofides that, they mights 
happen to get off by his' intcreft, and, if it camei 
to the vvorft,'they would be- condemned to fome- 
cafy puniflimcnt. Dx>n Diego perceiving that 
thefe men depofcd quite contrary to what h^' 
cxpcded, having. thought himfelf fure that they* 
would clear himi and that cbnfcquehtly helliould' 
be fet at liberty^ and difchafged of all that vvas;t 
alleged againft him, began to rave, and behave' 
liiml'elf like a madmam .Let us leaved him a^ 
while in chat frenzy to make him the fgbereri 

As foon as it was day, the news of bisimpri-i 
fonmei^t flew airaboUt7,the' t;own ;' his friends. ^ 
tv^re^jfllciiiuainted 'with it; who caine^ immediate* j 
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]y, oflering to be bound body for body for hinii 
affirming he had no hand in the crime laid to 
his charge ; but they were not allowed fo much 
as to fee him, and went their ways aftonidied, 
and out of countenance, to hear it aflfirmcd, 
that a man of his quality fliould be* taken in a 
robbery I difguifed^ and with a picklock in his 
pocket. 

This rumour being handed about, it came to 
the ears of the jeweller at Seville, who, overjoy* 
ed with the conceit that he had found his jew- 
els, and that our adventurer was the fame Don 
Diego he was in fearch of, went haftily to the 
prifon to enter his adlion againd him, and to 
the notary's to feize the rings he had taken, as 
belonging to him. The many examinations 
and dcpoiitions, on account of this laft uccufa* 
tion, helped to fwell the bulk of the writings in 
this procefs, in which tlie folicitor, hufband to 
our.adYenturer's dcfigned miftrefs, who had been 
the caufe of all this confufion, was employed by 
the jeweller of Seville, to manage his caufe. He 
coming to inquire into the fadt, knew the ma« 
iler-key to all the locks in his houfe, and under* 
ftood that the party accufed had been taken in 
hisftreet. This made him fufped his defign 
had been to rob him as well as his neighboursi 
and therefore finding himfelf particularly coa« 

Vol. I. F 
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cerned in this matter, he declared himfelf a par 
ty» and followed the bufmefs fo hotly, that hi 
had Don Diego examined again upon frefh cir 
cumftances and articles, which he alleged againf 
him ; but our adventurer being difcreet and in 
gcniouSi anfwcred fo cautioufly, that he no waj 
difhonoured the party who provoked him, fpa< 
ring him for her fake. 

This was the pofture of affairs, when, througl 
the folicitation of his friends, Don Diego wai 
taken out of the hands of the criminal judge 
as not fubjc£l to his jurifdidion, and turnec 
over to his own proper court, wliere the folici 
tor declared himfelf the principal profecutor 
Don Diego finding himfelf fo hard prcfled, feni 
Uhe old woman, that had been meflenger of lov( 
to the folicitor's wife, to advife her ingenioufl) 
to perfuade her hufband to defiil from his vio< 
lent profecution, or elfe he fliould be obliged, 
in his own defence, to expofe them both, aad 
divulge that which would make them infamous. 
The jilt, who thought of nothing but her plea- 
fure, and how flie might fecure the rings ratbei 
than her honour, took no notice of this admo< 
nition. 

The judges and parties w*ere flrangely per 
plexed about the circumilances of this procefs 
becaufc none of them knew the fecret ; till z 
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length Don Diego finding he was daily drove 
to greater diftrefs, by the obftinacy of the foli* 
citor» refolved to clear himfelf of what he laid 
to his charge, to. his own fliame and confufion. 
He gave a full account of the whole intrigue to 
a gentleman of his acquaintance, who was very 
intimate with the judge^ and expounded the 
riddle to him; and having diligently weighed' 
all the circumftanceSi he refolved to expofe the 
whole nake4 truth in public, to fave the ho« 
nour of Don Diego, at the expcnce of the im* 
pertinent folicitor's reputation. The old wo« 
man privately depofed what flie knew of the . 
alTair ; the letter from the folicitor's wife*6 mo* 
ther was produced, which ihe had fent to Don 
Diego. The jeweller of Seville was fummoncd, 
and being brought face ta face with our adven* 
turer, ftood amazed, as if he had been thunder^ 
ftruck, and frankly owned that was not the 
man he fought after. Hereupon the judge dif* 
charged the procefs, ordering the rings to be 
reflored to Don Diego, as being his proper 
goods ; the mafter-key to be put into the hands 
of the folicitor for the fame reafon ; and the 
letter to be delivered to his wife, as a token of 
her mothers affeAion. 

This juft judgment being pronounced, the 
jeweller and iblicitor ftood gazing upon out 

F i 
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another like two ftntues, not knowing what to 
fay, or how to look, and at laft went away mut- 
tering ; the jeweller vexed that he had travel* 
led fo far, and been at fach expence to fo little 
purpofe ; and the folicitor in a rage, for having 
been the inftrument of his own difgrace. Don 
Diego, whofe courage was cooled by the rail- 
lery of his friends, got off with his rings fafe, 
valuing them much more than the fport he was 
going to lofe them at, had he not been prevent- 
ed by the misfortune he met with. Thus we 
conclude this adventure, obferving the truth of 
the proverb, which fays, ** It is an ill wind which 
•• blows nobody good." 



ADVENTURE VII. . 

*F 'OUGH the unaccountable Don Diego was 
dilcharged out of .prifon, and cleared of the 
crimes laid to his charge, yet was he refol.ved 
to impofe a penalty on himfelf. He had been 
fo much put out of countenance by his friends 
ripping up all the extravagant adUons of his 
life, that it went to his very heart, and there- 
fore he refolved to bani(h himfelf for a time 
from Madrid, and endeavour to reform, rather 
IQ eompliance to thofe who wiihed him well^ 
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than for his own fatisfadlion. He fet out for 
that city in Spain which is reckoned to abound 
in learning above any other in Europe ; and in 
reality, fciences are fo common there, that the/ 
are not only taught by day in the fchools, but 
at night in the cellars. This is the city of Sa« 
lamanca, feated on the river the Spaniards call 
Tormes, which they reckon more fruitful than 
the Nile, becaufe its banks are covered with in« 
finite plenty of feveral forts of delicious fruit, 
fit to pleafe the mod dainty palates. 
. This voluntary baniHiment was the more ac« 
ceptable to Don Diego, becaufe the principal 
motive of it was to recover two thoufand du« 
cats, become due to him as the only heir of his 
family, by the courtcfy of his brotleri, who 
were pleafed to die out of kindnefs to him. He 
bad fubftantial .creditors to deal with, virho 
brought him the fum in lawful money, as foon 
as they heard of his arrival. This made him 
not return the fooner, the wonders he had 
heard of Salamanca prevailing with him to 
make fome ftay there. Having fatisfied bis cu« 
riofity» he fet out from thence doubly enriched, 
carrying away abundance of books, though per- 
haps principally out of oftentation, like many 
others in this age, who have great nunibers of 
valuable books, finely bound,, but without ma- 
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Icing any other ufe of them than as hangings or 
pidlures. 

Being come back to Madrid^ he locked up 
his ducats in a curious cabinet^ with his rings 
and jewels, refolving they fhould not fee the 
fun, but lie buried, till he had fome fufficient 
occafion to (how them the world again. The 
two firft nights after his return home were de- 
dicated to repofe, and he diverted himfelf in 
turning over his new books; but when that 
lliort term was expired, growing weary of this 
confinement, and fancying he forfeited the li- 
berties and franchifes of his natural inclination, 
he refolved to go to take the air next night, and 
that earlier than ufual, that he might have more 
leifure to walk the flreets of Madrid. 

However, he could not put his defign in ex- 
ecution, on account of the vifits he received 
from his friends, who, being informed of his re« 
turn, came to^welcome him. The forwarded 
in this point of civility was a gentleman called 
the Miraculous Knight, becaufe, thou^ he had 
no efl^te or income, he made a very good figure 
at court, keeping a handfome retinue, and dref« 
iing as well as any man^ which made many fu- 
fpe£t he had fome underhand way of cheating ; 
but they did him wrong, as will appear in the 
fequel of this ftoxy. Don Diego gave him an 
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account of the fuccefs of his journey, and to 
confirm what he faid, opened his cabinet before 
hinii and fhowed him his ducats and jewels ; for 
be was fo full that his fatisfadlion overflowed. 

After much common difcourfe of what had hap- 

« 

pened at Madrid during Don Diego's abfence, 
the Miraculous Knight took leave of him ; and 
though he would fain have flayed him to fup- 
per, the Knight excufed himfcif with much ce« 
remony. 

When he was gone, our adventurer received 
two or three vifits more, which kept him at 
home till near midnight, much againfl his will, 
bccaufe they were people of no confequence j 
but fuch things mud be often borne with in this 
world. At length they departed j Don Diego 
took a light fupper, as if he had been upon ear<« 
neft bufinefs ; and about one in the morning fct 
out from his houfe, yet fomewhat uneafy in his 
mind, for having been fo open-hearted with the 
Miraculous Knight, fearing left he, or feme' 
other by his inftigation, (hould plot againfl his 
ducats. Being diflurbed with thefe thoughts, 
he turned back to go home again, defigning to 
remove his cabinet out of the lower room up 
flairs, as believing it fafer there ; and pafling b;^ 
a churchyard which was near his houfe, be heard 
B doleful voice, intermixed with inan;r groans, 
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which fcemed to come from the charnel-houfe, 
where the bones of the dead were hid up, 
which made his hair Hand up an end, his eyes 
to dare, and his ears to give more than ordi« 
nary attention. He (lopped fhort* and he^rd 
the groans redouble ; whereupon he began to 
confidcr that it was one of the moft heroic ad- 
ventures that could befal a walking knight er- 
rant, and that if he did not attempt to fee the 
end of it, he fliould ever after have a worfe con* 
ceit of his courage. 

He called to mind the adventure in the Ap- 
ple Street, which was only a reprefentation by 
perfons difguifed, but concluded, that this be« 
ing the real habitation of the dead, there could 
be no deceit. He drew near, and perceived a 
fmall glimmering through a cranny in a board, 
and going round it, found a door, out of which 
there came more light. Being about to go in 
boldly, he trod on a dead man's dry rib, that 
fnapped under his foot, at which noife a manly 
voice afked him, " Who is there ?*• At the 
fame time out came a handfome man, with a 
fword in one hand, and a dark lanthoni in the 
bther, fo that there was no feeing him that held 
it. Don Diego perceiving the glittering of the 
fwordi drew his, and immediately the man that 
^made towards him cried out| ** Don DiegOi my 
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« dear friend." He knew him by his voice, but 
not by his perfon, by reafon of the Ihade of the 
lanthorn, and perceived it was the Miraculous 
Knight, who had been to vifit him that even* 

ing. 

: Don Diego amazed to meet him in that man- 
ner, aflced what he did there? " Alas, Don Die* 
•• go " faid he, •• you come at a time when I am 
•• full of trouble ; but, in fliort, I muft tell you, 
" I have been married alraoft thefe two years to 
•• a young lady of quality, and yet no creature 
^* knows of it but only two friends, and the 
*• prieft that married us. This young lady has 
*' ever fince continued at her father's houfe^ 
." without being the lead fufpcAcd by any bo- 
'^ dy, either at home or abroad^ Immediately 
" after I left you, flie fent for me, and told me, 
^\that her time was up^ the pains began to come 
?• fad upon her ; that fearing her father's feve^. 
*' rity, who would certainly murdei? her, if ht 
** dilcovered her oQcncei (he defired me to take 
** her away from his houfe, and convey her to 
I* ibme place where (he might be delivered with 
^ lefs dread. Being altogether furprifed at this 
** accident, and coniidering your houfe was clear, 
"you not being married, I was gging^ to put 
f* myfelf into your prptedion, and to; commit 
^ my fecret and this young. lady's honour ta 
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•• your difcretion. But as we were palHng by 
** this churchyard, I conducing her with this 
'* lanthorn, the throws came fo fad upon her, 
*' that Ihe could go no farther, and I was foN 
** ced, as fall as I could, to brmg her into this 
'' charnel-houfe, which, by good luck, I found 
" open." 

The knight was juft come to thefe lad words, 
when the woman gave notice of her being there, 
crying out, Jefus, Jefus, and then fetching up a 
long figh, God be praifed, faid ihe, it is oven 
The knight ran haflily to her, and fo did Don 
Diego, and found fhe was delivered of a beau* 
tiful child, born under moft inaufpicious cir« 
cumftances, hud they been fuperflitious, as en« 
tering into life in the very man(ion of death. 
It was a ftrange fpedacle to fee the poor lady 
ilretched out upon fo many dry bones, and the 
infant born amidft the dead. The father took 
\ip the little babe, and wrapping it up in his 
cloak, recommended the mother to Bon Diego, 
and went away with the child to a midwife's he 
had in fee feveral days before for that purpofe, 
and ordered her to provide a nurfe. 

Don Diego was left there by himfelf, with the 
lanthorn in his hand, comforting and encou* 
raging the poor lying*in lad/.- There was fix 
little c&^idle in the lahtboro^ that as foon as tho 
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knight was gone it went out, leaving them in - 
that dreadfiil darknefs. I aiii in the wrong to 
call it dreadful, at leail to our adventureti who 
mod delighied in it. Whild he was taken up 
about this work of charity, one of the notableft 
thieves in Madrid had got intelligence of his 
ducats, and underflanding he had left them de« 
folate that night, he made to his houfe with a 
good pick-lock that opened all the doors. Ha« 
ving fearched all the rooms, he met with the ca« 
binet the treafure was committed to, broke it 
open very dexteroufly, and feized the bag with 
all the jewels. Not fo fatisfied, he opened a 
trunk, whence he took two fuits of clothes, and 
making all up into a bundle, with the gold in 
the middle, and the jewels tied up in a napkin, 
he laid it on his back, and made away with all 
poflible expedition. 

He was not gone far from Don Diego's houfe, 
when he fpicd the watch going the rounds, and 
before they could difcover him, he fled towards 
the churchyard we lad fpoke of. The watch 
hearing him run, fufpeded he muft be fbme rna- 
lefador, and made after him; but he being light 
of heels, got to the charncl- houfe, where lie 
dropped the bundle at the lying-in womau> 
feet, which ftruck fuch^t terror into her, not 
knowing what it might bei that (he forgot all 

re 



2 08 THE NIGHT ADVENTURER . 

her pains. Don Diego little thinking that he 
was put into pofTeiTion of his own goods, ftepped 
out with hid fword in his hand, to know what 
was the occaflon of the noife he had heard. The 
thief hearing him walk over the dry bones of 
the dead, which crackled under his feet, thought 
it had been fome evil fpirit fent by providence 
to punifli him for his crime; for a wicked man 
fears every thing ; and confldering they could 
not And the theft upon him, chofe rather to 
fall into the hands of human devils, than of the 
infernal. 

Coming out of the churchyard he meets the 
watch, who had purfued him full butt, they ha* 
ving laid in ambu(h to catch him; but the 
thief being (Irong and ikilful at his weapon, 
drawing a good back-fword, laid about him fo 
fuccefsfully, that he made way through them, 
and got fafe ofH 

In the meanwhile Don Diego coming out to 
the entrance of the churchyard, without meet- 
ing any thing, and hearing no more noife, 
thought it a I'aflmefs to go any farther, and an 
indifcretion to forfuke the poor weak woman he 
was intruded with, and therefore returned to 
her, whom he found full of grief, and complain* 
ing heavily againft the Miraculous Knight, 
blaming his ftay with fuch words and expre£> 
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fionSi as teftified they came from a woman of 
family. Don Diego perceiving (he was fomc- 
what recovered, ofTcred to conduct her to a mar- 
ried man*8 houfc, who had been his fcrvanti and 
lived clofe by there. She confcnted to the pro- 
pofal, he helped her up, gropping, and letting 
her reft on his arm, led her gently to that houfe, 
where (he was courteoufly received, as well out 
of refpefl to him that brought her, as for the 
regard due to her beauty, which charmed all 
that beheld it. Had not Don Diego's thoughts 
been then wholly taken up with thp care of his 
ducats, I cannot tell but he might eafily have 
given way to be in love with that lady, for when 
he faw her by the light, he perceived beauty 
enough to enamour him. A midwife was fcnt 
for to aflift her in all that remains to be done 
after delivery, and in the meanwhile flie was 
put into fuch a delicate neat bed, as might have 
hilled the thoughts of a jealous man, and lulled 
him afleep. Let us leave them both there in 
this condition, and go fee how the Miraculous 
Knight was fpending his time, for he very well 
deferved that name, fortune having in him given 
wonderful inftances of her unaccountable fa- 
vours. 

He being very folicitous to have . the, child 
taken care of| becaufe it was indifpofedi and 
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confidcring the mother would be in trouble for 
hisftay, defircd the nurfc's hufljand to take a 
lanthorn, and go make his cxcufe to Don Diego 
and the lady he would find with him, and to 
beg he would make provifion for the unfortu- 
nate woman, putting her into fome fafe place, 
where (he might be furriifticd with what was 
neceflary in her condition. When the man 
came to the churchyard, Don Diego was aU 
ready gone to fulfil his requeft, though he had 
not heard it- The nurfe's hufband coming into 
the charneUhoufe, where the knight had told 
him he (hould find Don Diego and the mother 
of the child, and feeing nothing but the horrors 
of death, was going out backwards, not daring 
to turn his back upon all thofe dreadful fpeda- 
cles, for fear they fliould rife and fall upon him 
unawares. When he was near the door of the 
charneUhoufe, he happened to fct his foot on 
the bundle the thief had dropped there, as he 
fled from the watch, and finding it fink under 
him, cried out, fancying he had trod on fome 
corpfe newly brought in, till drawing near it 
with his lanthom, he found his miftake, and 
perceived it was only a bundle of clothes. He 
confidered with himfelf whether he fiiould carry 
it away or no ; but aoncluding that the dead 
could by no claimi be refolved to lay it on bis 
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back, thinking it very ftrange that he fliould be 
fo well clad, where all people are left naked. 

Don Diego having left the lady in fafety, 
and being anxious for his treafure, haded home 
to fee if all were fafe, and coming to his houfe, 
went diredlly up ftairs to the room where he 
had left his cabinet, and found it broke open, 
which touched him fo to the quick, that he had 
like to have dropped down; but recovering 
himfelf, he perceived the mifchief had been done^ 
his cabinet rifled, and his trunk open. Not 
knowing who to charge this upon, he conclud- 
ed it was the Miraculous Knight had played 
him this game, whilft he (laid to guard his lady ; 
for his long (lay gave occa(ion to fufpedt he 
xnight be guilty of this foul adlion. To lofe 
no time, he returned to the churchyard with 
more haile than he came, fancying that thie 
knight would not fail to be there to look for 
his wife, the better to counterfeit innocence. 
By good luck Don Diego came to the charnel 
houfe, juft as the man fent by the knight was 
going out. Our adventurer in a rage fur the 
robbery, and fully concluding that was the 
knight, as he had before conceited, fell upon 
the man fo furioufly, that he dropped the bundle, 
calling him thief, and threatening to make ah 

example of him. At the iiixne time an officer 
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of the watch happened to pafs by, going home 
difcontented for having fpent the whole night 
patroling about with his companions, without 
lighting on any booty. He bid them both to 
keep the peace, and anfwer his qvicflions, which 
they immediately obeyed; for in Spain the 
xneaneft officer of juftice is much refpedled. 

The day then began to break, and the heat 
of Don Diego's paflion being fomewhat over, he 
fiad leifure to obferve, that the man he had 
taken was not the knight, and the unknowa 
perfon finding himfelf at liberty^ and wifely con. 

*• fidering, that, though innocent, being found 
with the bundle upon him, he might be brought 
into trouble, he thought fit to make the bed 
of his .way, and trud to his heels to bring him 
ofiT. In (hort, he vaniflied in a moment, leaving 
Don Diego to anfwer for both. Wbilft the of- 
licer was putting himfelf into the pofiure of an 
examiner, up comes the real thief, who having 
pnade his efcape from the watch, had waited till 
it was day to come and carry off the bundle he 

* had dole from among the dead, with whom he 
bad left it in truft. He difcovered, at fome di^ 
Aance, tvvo men, which; were our adventurer 
and the officer xontending together; however, 
jbe by degirees drew near them very impudently, 
'3vith hat.ixi handi, fiftening to their ^difcoiu^^^ 
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and at the fame time fquinting upon the bundle. 
At laft the officer touching JDon Diego with his 
rod, commanded him, in the king^s name, to 
follow him. The thief feeing them in motion, 
took up the bundlci by filent confent of Don 
Diego 9nd the officer, and followed them, each 
of them thinking he had been the other's fer« 
yant. 

• Whild all thefe things were in agitation, the 
Miraculous Knight was fretting with impatience, 
expedling the return of the man he had fcnt to 
Don Diego. Being tired with waiting, he went 
out to fetk him, and coming to the churchyard, 
found neither the mefTenger, nor thofe he had 
fent him to. Thence he went on to Don Die- 
go's houfe, where he heard the difmal news of 
the robbery; but nobody could tell where he 
was. This was a mighty trouble to him, being 
at once concerned for the misfortune befallen 
}iis friend, and bccaufe he knew not where the 
lady was that he had committed to his charge, 
though he did not queftion but (he Avas in good 
bands, and that he had too much courage to 
forfake her. 

In the meanwhile Don Diego going along 
with the officer, came to the juftice*s door, and 
looking about for the man that had taken up 
the bundle, whom, as has been faid, he took to 
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be the officer*s man, and the officer concluded 
to be his, and not feeing him, he alked the of. 
ficer where he was, threatening to make him 
accountable for it. The officer refenting his 
words, anfwered him boldly, That he was not 
' now in a place where he could play his knavifli 
pranks. This expreffion put Don Diego into 
fuch a heat, that he laid on the officer ieveral 
ftrokes with the flat of his fword about his 
head, at whofe cries the juftice came out, and 
having heard both parties, and underflanding 
Don Diego's quality, he ordered him to be con- 
fined to his houfe, and two officers to guard 
him. 

The Miraculous Knight being tired with run- 
ning up and down, without hearing any news 
of thofe he fought after, returned to his child's 
nurfe, whom he found unfit to fuckle it. Her 
hufband flying from juflice, had called there in 
a mighty fright, telling her, he was obliged to 
begone, and abfcbnd for fome time, becaufe 
fome flolen goods had been found upon him, 
and therefore he muft get out of the way for 
fear of being thrown into gaol ; and, without 
explaining himfclf any farther, he fcampered off, 
leaving his wife in fuch a conflernation, that 
her milk immediately went away. This new 
accident put the Miraculous Knight into fuch 
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confufion, that had he not been a man of great 
temper, it would have gone near to diftraA him. 
He bad the charge of a child, and was deprived 
of the means of giving it necellary fuftenance 
to fupport life. In this perplexity, heaven put 
it into his thoughts to (end for a hackney coach, 
iflto which he went with the infant, carrying it 
to a village near Madrid, called Xetafe, deiign« 
ing to have it bred there very privately. The 
thief, who had again fo boldly poflefied himfelf 
of the bundle before Don Diego and the of- 
ficer, and feemed to follow, had dropped them 
at the firil turning of a ftreet ; and to prevent 
being followed by the trad, thought it beft to 
depart Madrid, to enjoy the fruit of his wicked 
fuccefs with more lafety, difguifing the clothes 
and jewels, with the afliftance of fome knavifh 
brokers and goldfmiths, who made it their bu- 
finefs to metamorphofe ftolen goods. The lying- 
in woman was infinitely affiled, being in a 
manner forfaken by her lover, and by him who 
had brought her into that houfe among people 
that were altogether firangers to her, who never- 
thelels attended her with all poifible care, in pur* 
fuance of the orders given by Don Diego. 

Her father and mother miiEng her, left no 
ftotae unturned to hear what was become of her, 
but all in vain. In ihort, there was nothing 
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but trouble and confufion among all the parties 
concerned, each had their afflidion and forrow, 
as well as the other. 

The Miraculous Knight came to Xetafe in 
the evening, where he found all he had occafion 
for to his heart's content ; he had put the in- 
fant into a good nurfe's hands in lefs than an 
hour, and was preparing to return to Madrid. 
As he was getting into the coach, he heard a 
mighty noife in the inn ; he turned in again, 
and fpied a man, who held another by the col- 
lar, and tugged him about, as if he would have 
throttled him. " Have I got you,'* faid he, 
** thou villain, thou thief; you are the man 
^ that robbed me about a year ago at my houfe 
•• in Toledo; I am refolved I will cut your 
** throat, that your blood may make fatisfac- 
•• tion for my goods you ftolc. This bundle 
•• you bring is certainly fome frefli robbery yott 
•• have committed at Madrid, for which- it is 
•• likely feveral as unfortunate people as myfclf 
•• are now at their wits end." 

The houfe was immediately filled with people 
at the cries of this p^.flionate man. The Mira- 
culous Knight broke through the throng, came 
up to the perfon impeached, examined him, and 
by his anfwers perceived he was the thief that 
had robbed Don Diego^ who. as providence 
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had ordered it, took up his lodging in that inn 
with a merchant of Toledo, whom he had rob« 
bed fome time before. The mayor of the town 
was called, the bundle opened in his prefence, 
and an inventory taken of all there was in it, 
which was left in the cuilody of the mafter of 
the houfe. The criminal was put into gaol, and 
the knight returned to Madrid, to carry Doa 
Diego the good news^ which was very accept* 
able to him ; and in return, he carried the 
knight to fee his lying-in lady, who was no lefs 
overjoyed at this vifit. 

Don Diego was much troubled in his con« 
fcience, for having fufpeded the Miraculous 
Knight to be guilty of fo foul an adlion, yet he 
was in fome meafure excufable, having ground- 
ed this conceit on the common received opi- 
nion, that the knight could not live at fo high 
a rate without being concerned in fome bafe 
employ ; but now Don Diego underflood that 
he was maintained by the lady that fed his a- 
inorous flame, (he being the only daughter of 
very rich parents ; and having for four years 
laft pad fupplied him plentifully with as much 
as kept him handfomely at court. Don Diego 
being eafed of the care of the young lady, ap« 
plied himfelf in the next place io recover what 
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had been (tolen from him. He got an order 
from court to fetch up the thief, to have him 
tried at Madrid ; where^ as foon as he came, 
he confelTed all his crimes, and for his ingenui« 
ty was rewarded with a halter. Don Diego 
was again put in poITeflion of his goods, not 
but that his purfe paid for it, becaufe juftice is 
a precious thing, and mud be purchafed at a 
dear rate. The firft nurfe*s hulband was recalled 
from his voluntary banifhment. 
, . In the meanwhile the Miraculous Knight be« 
ing defirous to deliver the lady^s father and mo« 
ther from the great pain and trouble they were 
in, applied himfelf to feveral perfons of note, 
as prelates, religious men of known piety, mi< 
nifters of ftate, who being prevailed upon by 
the continual fubmiffive entreaties of that beau« 
tiful creature the knight's miftrefs, or rather 
bride, took the matter in hand with fuch zeal 
and difcretion, that in a few days they prevail* 
ed on the father and mother, and perfuaded 
them not only to forgive the daughter and her 
lover, but to approve of their marriage, as if 
they had been realty confenting to it. Love, 
which had been the caufe of the offence, was 
now the chief pleader in this caufe, and fo en- 
tirely gained the hearts of both father and 
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mother, that upon making thq reconciliation, 
they demanded the infant to entail their eftate 
upon him. 

All their relations were invited to the cele« 
bration of the nuptials ; for all the ceremonies 
of the church had been performed before. Don 
Diego took particular fatisfadion in his friend^s 
good fortune, and contracted a more intimate 
friendfliip with him than before. On the other 
hand, the knight fludied nothing more than 
'how to find opportunities of exprefiing liow 
feniible he was of his obligation to himi for bis 
care, and the iignal fervices he had done his 
beloved, who owned herfelf no lefs indebted to 
him for his kindnefs. 

Mofl people thought that Don Diego having 
had fo much experience of the many troubles 
and misfortunes the life of man is fubjedl to, 
his own having been fo often in danger, would 
for the future have lived within fome bounds, 
and endeavoured to employ his time better, but 
the world was much deceived in him. He was 
fo highly pleafed with the fuccefs of his adven- 
tures, that it emboldened him to look out for 

• 

others (till more dangerous, fieddes^ he fancied 
that the night adventures, befallen to other 
men, which parents tell their children by the 
firciide, as wonderful and prodigious accidents. 
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were nothing but mere cheats and fables to 
fcare fools ; becaufe thofe men being frighted 
at the firft (how of danger, and wanting courage 
to fee the utmoft of it, have impofed their wild 
notions upon others for wonders. In ihorti 
they are generally weak people that tell us 
ftories of fpirits and hobgoblins ; for there is 
no churchyard fo frightful as a timorous man*s 
heart. 

ADVENTURE VIIL 

The vanity which had filled Don Diego's heart, 
for having come off fo advantageoufly in fo 
many perilous adventures, made him defpife 
all forts of dangers. He thought himfelf now 
proof againft any accidents, and believed that 
fortune could not control his refolution^ Up- 
on this conceit he dill fought new perils, to give 
the greater proofs of his valour, and gain the 
reputation of a hero, but inftead of purchafing 
that good name, he was reckoned a ra(h man 
of an extravagant temper} for whofoever afpires 
to be fingular, draws upon himfelf either the 
envy or the fcorn of others. 
Don Diego was informedi that the travelling 

3 
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waggoASy which pafs through the fea of duft 
in famtner, and of dirt in winter, that is, be- 
twixt Toledo and Madrid, performed their jour« 
ney by night. For this reafon, and that he 
might have the opportunity of converfing with 
darknefsi not to delight his eyes with feeing 
Toledo once more, though a place the fun it* 
felf beholds*with pleafure, he refolved to un« 
dcrtake that great progrefs, which is juft twelve 
leagues. He was alfo moved to it by an earneft 
4e(ire he had to hear the railing and ribaldry 
there is betwixt the mean fort of people who 
travel that way. For this purpofe, he put on 
the fervant's habit the folicitor*s wife had before 
pcrfuaded him to wear for her fake, left being 
clad according to his quality, he fliould happen 
to give a check to the freedom of thofe fort of 
people, and be difappointcd of the fatisfadlion 
he expeftcd to receive in their Billingfgatc and 
nonfenfe. Having armed himfcif with fword 
and dagger, he left Madrid about eight at night. 

The company he had in the waggon confift- 
ed of fome country fellows, fuch as contract 
friendfliip over a pot of wine; for in Spain the/ 
drink no ale, Don Diego took his place as it 
fell to his lot, for no compliments are ufed there. 
As foon as the wheels were got oflf the ftones, 
every one began to }et his clack loofe, making 
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8 bidepus noife, like a clock when thfs fpring 
breaksi and all the wheels run off Jn confuGon 
out of their ordinary courfe. Our adventurer 
was amazed at this Babylonian confufion of 
tongues, and no lefs at the barbarous expref. 
iions ^e heard ; but was pleafed, that though 
the difcourfe was not Rhetorical, yet to him it 
\¥as new. One told how he had paid his foy 
at taking leave ; another, how he had been treat- 
ed by his friends on that account ; another, that 
he had picked his father*s lock to get money; 

* 

a fourth, that he bid nobody farewell, for fear 
of being (lopped by his creditors. In Ihort, it 
was a mad medley of open confellion of all 
their exploits, and fcarce three words of fenfe 
to be made out of it. 

With this pleafant difcourfe they came to 
Illefcas, where being at the inn door, before any 
of them alighted out of the waggon, they fell 
a brawling about a leather bag, which ferved 
one of the company for a cloak-bag and port- 
manteau, and being now miffing, the owner 
would have the waggoner to be accountable 
for it. They all fet up the cry againft him, and 
from foul words came to blows, fo that the 
poor waggoner was knocked down before the 
inn, much hurt, where the maid of the inn tbea 
jvas, who (hed fait tears upon the body of her 



THE N IGHT ADVENTURER. 1^3 

unfortunate driver ; but he ivas foon revenged, 
for he that ftruck him; hefting to get out of the 
waggon; to make his efcapei hung his foot in a 
rope, and. fell headlong upon the (tones, where 
he lay for dead. The officers of juftice, vfho 
are much of the temper of furgeons« that wifli 
for' nothing fo' much as wounds and broken 
bones, came in readily to keep the peace, ht\\\^ 
as nimble with their feet as with their hands, 
when they fee they have their prey in theit nets. 
^They prefently examined, took depofitions^ and 
fent fome to gaol ; and for the more fecarity, 
they feized the waggon and mules ; all which 
they rather do, to ferve their own turn than the 
public good. 

Don Diego, who flood aflde, as not concerned 
in the quarrel, was neverthelefs taken up for be- 
ing one of the company ; and had been infallibly 
committed to prifon, but that he happened to 
be known by fome of (he country inferior gen- 
. try, who prevailed with the mayor of the town 
to difcharge him. His difguife was the occa« 
fion of his being put to that trouble; and there- 
fore when a man goes where he is not known, 
it is neceflary his habit ihould recommend hirti, 
becaufe by that moft people guefs at his quality, 
and fometimes at his humour. He ftaid feven 
' or eight days at lUtfcas, diverting himfelf with 

Ga 
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the agreeable franknefs of a travelling damfel, 
' that was going from Toledo to Madrid, to pre- 
fent the courtiers with a frefli. treat. She lay in 
the fame inn with Don Diego, who falling into 
alovc-fick fit, (lie endeavoured to apply the 
cure, not by admintftcring potions or cordinh, 
but by bleeding his purfe, whence (he drew 
'fome ounces of gold. iBut this metal being the 
very blood and fpirit that fupports life, a few of 
the firil evacuations put hini into fuch a .condi- 
tion, that he rcfolved to make ufc of no more 
of that phyfician's prcfcriptions, but to difmifs 
her, or rather difcard himfelf To this purpofc, 
he hired a mule, gs unlucky a iade as the other 
he had quitted ; only that being ufed to the 

• pranks of the former, he thought the latter more 
tolerable. 

This mule having been hard wrought, and ill 
fed, had much ado to move, thougli the rider. 
did not forget to put her in rnind with his fpurs. 
She (tumbled every flcp (lie went, whicli fecm- 

• ed to forbodc that he would not go far without 
a fall, and fo It happened; this might have been 

• more ifatal to him than it was, had he not been 
t fo frequently forewarned of what he was to ex- 
pert. It was a bleffing he was fo well upon his 
guard againft his fall, for he muft have broke 
his necki or not much (hort of it, being like to 
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tumble into a quarry, had he not thrown him- 
felf off on the other fide. Getting up, like a 
good Chrillian, he ufed charity with his neigh- 
boar, helping his (teed upon her legs, but re- 
nounced riding any more. He led her for a 
good league to an inn, to which he cnniejufl; 
with the dawn of the day, having fet out of 11- 
lefcas about midnight, and travelling all the reft 
of the night, in compliance with his old humour. 
Here he made a plentiful breakfaft, or rather a 
fupper, for he inverted times and feafons^ break- 
falling when others fuppcd, and went to bed. 

About four in the afternoon he was waked 
out of his fleep, by a poft-boy*s horn, who came 
along with a meflenger, fent by order of coun- 
cil, and reckoned a moll fliarp-fighted fellow at 
knowing a thief, though it is likely he was not 
fo well (killed as imagined, fince he knew not 
himfclf; but it is the fu reft way to fet a thief 
to catch a thief. This man was come poft from 
Madrid, in purfuit of a parcel of cunning knaves, 
well (killed at making other men's goods their > 
own J who had now given a fufficient proof of 
their abilities, at the coft of one of the richeft 
perfons of quality about the court. He alight- 
ed at this inn, fearched it narrowly, and then 
exaipined the hoft and all his guefts very fevere- 
ly.^ Don Diego was raifed to be prefent at this: 
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examination^ and being in difguife, had paid 
for all, but that the meflenger happened to 
know him. \ 

' Having made a thorough fearch and inquiry 
in the inn, he was very much concerned that he 
could hear no news of the criminals, nor fo much 
as find any body to bring into trouble j for thofe 
men defire no more than to find a fubjeft fitly 
difpofcd, and they know how to give it a form. 
Not knowing whether he had better go on. or 
turn back, he flood at the inn gate, inquiring 
of all comers and goers j Don Diego bearing 
him company, and treating him with much com. 
plaifance, in requital for the favour he had Hiow- 
ed him. Juil as the day was (hutting in, they 
difcovered at a diftance, a funeral coming to* 
wards them, attended by four religious and four 
laymen in mourners habits. Thefe came about 
a bier, carried by two lufty mules, on which 
was a coffin covered with rich black baize. 
.The four religious men who came foremoft, 
^ flopped as foon as they came into the hamlet, 
telling the others, they muft reft a little, and 
fay there a fhort prayer for the dead, that they 
might preferve the living. The officer blcffing 
himfelf when they came up to him, alkcd, Whe« 
. ther they.had^ not met fuch andfuch people, 
fo and fo habited, who had committed a notable 
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robbery at Madrid ? " We have feen nobody /• 
replied one of the religious men, ** but here is 
M a robberjr committed by a famous female 
•• thief, (he alone was concerned in it.'* ** Where 
•* is that robbery/* anfwered the oflicer full of 
concern, ** and who is that female robber?*' 
•♦ Alas ! Sir/* faid the religious man, *• the rob- 
** bery is in the coffin, uncovering the bier, 
^ and (lie that has committed it is death. This 
^' is a noble body, and as precious as gold/* 
Then taking the officer by the hand, and drag* 
ging him roughly towards the coffin, for he was 
very ftrong, " Come, Sir/* faid he, " come and 
^ fee this unaccountable robbery; come and 
^ fee what mortals are fubjeA to/* The officer, 
who was not u(ed to converfe with the inhabit 
tants of the other world, not liking that fort of 
invitation, anfwered him in a very angry tone : 
^* Pray let me go, father; I am not come hither 
** to call in queftion the adions of death ; be- 
" fides I have no (lomach to look into a coffin; 
** the (ineft creature in the world (links within 
^ four-and-twenty hours after it is dead ; and 
" though you compare that body to gold, I do 
^ not think it as incorruptible as that precious 
'* metal, which alone has that privilege by na« 
.^ ture/* This faid, be mounted a-horleback, 
and went his way. " . 
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Don Diego continued in the inn with this 
funeral retinue. The drivers unloaded their 
mules under a great portal, they were carried 

. into the ftable, and a table covered near the cof* 
fin, which they Watched very carefully, and there 
they fupped, inviting our adventurer to keep 
them company, becaufc they faw he was alone. 
He fat down among them without any cere* 
mony, and they foon fell to downright drinking 
of healths ppon healths, which muft have proved 
everlafting, had they received any addition by 
their frequent hearty draughts. 
The hoflefs fomewhat furprifed^ as well as 

- Don Diego, to fee thofe mourning companions^ 
fo little mortified, whilft they were attending 
death, very innocently faid to them, /' Cheer 
!* up, gentlemen, cheer up, make much of your* 
** felves, and be merry, for I dare fay, there are 
^* others that lament for that poor body you 
•• bring, God give it reft.'* He that fat at the 
upper end of the table, and dealt about the cups 
as he thought fit, anfwercd her, " You have 
^, fpoke fuch a fentence, fweet heart, as I little 
** expeded would drop from that barren mouth. 

^ ** It is very certain, the houfe from which this 
^ rich body came, for it is no poor one, as you 
^ call it, is now under very extrordinary afflic- 
^ tion } and what grieves them the more, is, to 
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«• confider that this perfon was taken away fud- 
•« denly, to their eternal forrow : He died in my 
•* arms, and my hands buried him. , Pray to 
" God that we may carry him fafc to the place 
'* appointed, and be not fcandalized to fee us 
" take a little refrefliment j the trouble of at- 
"tending him a-foot, requirds good nourifti- 
" ment." This faid^ he drank to the hoftefs's 
health, and clapping a great glafs of wine into ' 
her hand, defircd Ihe would pledge himj for 
men call the complying with their extrava- 
gancies doing them honour. Amidll this muU 
titude of healths, one of the mourners found 

X his indifpofition, his head proving too weak for 
the fumes of the wine he had drunk. He be- 
gan to ftammer, and talk an unknown tongue, 
and at laft dropt down in a trance, that made* 
him look like the departed perfon, for he fell 
into profound fleep, the perfedt imslge of death. 
It was about ten at night, when fuch of the- 

. company, as were mod in their fenfes, thinking 
it time to depart, becaufe they would not lie 
there all night, laid the bier upon the mules, 
which had been as well fed as their mafters. 
and paid the hoftefs very generoully, who gave 
them a thoufand blcflings, and made as many 
prayers for the departed. They defired her to 
take care of the man that was afleep, who would 
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follow them when he awaked; and confidering* 
that the mourner's habit he had on was of no 
ufe fgr him to flay there, they ftripped him of 
ity Teeming defirous to hire another man in his 
dead to complete their number. . 
. Don Diego prompted by his hellifh curiofity^ 
for we may well give fuch a name to that which 
pretends to dive into thofe things it is no way 
concerned with, and being very defirous to be 
particularly informed whither that funeral was 
going/ and who the dead perfon was, offered 
them to fill up that vacant place, and put on 
the mourning robe. They having found him 
to be a good companion it the fupper, took: 
another view of him, obferving that he had the 
looks of a man of courage, and a good guard, 
and therefore received him with open arms, in- 
(lead of the pther that lay entranced under the 
power of Bacchus^ and fo they fet out of the. 
inn menily. .... 

No fooner were they out of the village, but 
they left the highway, flriking acrofs the coun* 
try, at which our new mourner was not a little 
furprifed, not knowing whether, they d|d it 
through inadvertency or defignedly, but durft 
not n&. They travelled in this manner about, 
two hours, tiU they came to a very uncouth 
mountaifli all rocks and woods^ the habitation. 
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of wolves, wild boan, and other favage crea-* 
tures. When thej were got far into the moun- 
tain, they halted, and one of the gang, a very 
ill looked fellow, in a very haughty tone, faid, 
fo far good, brethren, it is now time to divide 
this body. Well faid, anfwered the reft, you 
are in the right, this is a convenient place to 
divide it. Our adventurer was never fo ftartled 
in his life, as at the hearing of this propofal, not 
able to imagine to what pxirpofe they would ufe 
that body fo barbaroufly. He drew a little 
afide, and prefently perceived they were all fal- 
ling at variance about (baring the limbs of the 
dead body. From words they came to blows, 
drawing out (hort hangers and piftols they had 
under their long robes, as well the religious as 
the fcculars, which Don Diego had not dif- 
covered before. They grew to fuch a heat, 
that after much clattering of their fwords, and 
many wounds given, they fired their piftols, 
which put the mules into fuch a fright, that, 
they fell a fnorting, braying, and running as faft 
as their legs could carry them. Don Diego run . 
after to ftop them, but they were fo fwift, that 
befote he could overtake them they were got « 
into a hollow way, and . fo narrow, that it was ' 
ioapolfible to pafs by, and come before them ; . 
fo that he was forced to follow them with much 
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trouble; for befides that it was dark, there was* 
fcarce any iign of a road, fo that heilumbled at 
every ftep, and very often fell down upon tufts 
of briars and brambles, which would have torn 
his legs, but that he had boots on. However, 
ftill hoping ^to get out from among thofe buflies, 
he travelled about a league, with the horrors Df 
death always before his eyes, and thinking on 
the ftrange and fudden converfion of thofe rc« 
ligious men into foldiers, wearing fwords and 
piftols about them in (lead of beads and brevi- 
aries. He was amazed at their wickednefs and 
barbarity, in deligning to cut in pieces a body, 
which, if of the quality they reprefented it, 
deferved to be preferved entire; for this he 
thought was a pradice altogether unufual among 
Chriftians, who allow of the opening of bodies 
to embalm them, but not of quartering tliem 

like cattle. - 

» 

Whilil he was taken up with thefe thoughts, 
he found himfelf near a fliepherd's cottage, 
where providence ordered it, that the mules 
flopped of themfelves, which if they had not, 
they would have fallen into a precipice with the 
dead body. The (liepherds alarmed by the 
barking of the dogs, came out of their cottage 
with light, and were fome what ilartled, feeing 
this difmal funeral pomp. 1 Then Don' Diego 
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muffled up in his mourning weed, in as few 
words as he could, informed them that he had 
loft his way in the davk, and was carrying a 
dead body, inquiring whether there was not 
fome village hard by where he might reft him 
till day. Thofe good people being willing cha- 
rimbly to affift that wandering mourner, con* 
dudted him to the village, where he found a re- 
verend curate, who had formerly had his fwing 
in the world, and was now by the frowns, or 
rather the kindnefs of fortune, brought to this . 
place, where he fpent his days happily in his 
ftudies and peace. He lodged the living in his 
own houfe, and the dead body in the church ; 
and it was very good luck to meet with fuch ' 
an hoft, as had lodging both for the living and 
the dead. The fexton and others belonging to 
the church were called, who carried the coffin 
and the travelling corpfe into the chapel belong- 
ing to the patron of the church, who was lord , 
of the village. Don Diego took leave of the 
fliepherds that had condudled him, and content- 
ed them both with good words and bounty, a 
fort of payment not common. Being left alone 
with the good curate, he gave him a relation of 
his llrange adventure; and his hoft having gi- 
ven him a glafs of wine, and lome prefcrved' 
qumces, conduced hia> to a bed lb neat, that it 
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added much to the inclination he had before to^ 
deep; fo that though be had thought to have 
lain there only the remaining part of the night, 
he fluck by it fo long, that when he got up he 
could go no farther a journey than from the 
bed to the table, living that day like a true^ 
courtier. The good prieft was very well in*' 
clined to make niuch of Don Diego, who wa$ a 
very pleafant companion, and therefore deflrcd 
him to ftay there till next day, to fee whether 
anybody would come to inquire after the corpfe^ 
Don Diego liked his propofal, and confented to 
it; After dinner, the curate, to divert our ad« 
venturer, carried him out awalking about the^ 
village, which was agreeably feated ; and fit« 
ting by a pleafant fpring, they fell into difcourfe 
of news, by which Don Diego perceived that 
the curate had not been bred among pcafants. 
This obfervation, together with his own natural 
curiofity to inquire after every thing, moved him; 
to defire the prieft to tell him how he came to 
fettle his abode in that country dwelling. The 
other being of a complaifant temper, to comply 
with his gueft's requeft, addrefled himfelf to him 
as follows: 

** I was born at Seville; the only kindnefs 
^ fortune 1 w^ould have me indebted to her for^ 
^ that I might not call myfelf altogether unfor- 
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H tunate ; but fince it is below the charaAer of 
** a brave foul to blame the flars, let us proceed, 
*\ My father was of noble extraAion, and more 
** famous for his virtue than for wealth. He 
^ caufed me to be inftrudcd in human and di- 
^ vine learning, that he might leave me a never 
*'. failing inheritance; and my genuis^ fuitin^ 
^ with the employment my father had chofen 
*^ for me, I outftripped moft of my fellow (lu« 
**. dentSi and foon took my degree of doAorof 
'* the civil law. The fame of this being fpread 
** abroad throughout the city, made many am- 
** bitious to marry me into their families. I 
^ had fome beautiful maids, with good fortunes, 
*' propofcd* to me, fuflicient baits to allure feti- 
^ fuality and covetoufnefs ; but having as yet 
^ no inclination to confine myfelf to the bonds 
^ of matrimony, I could not approve of any of 
^ the propofals ; fo that having rejedled fo much 
^ wealth and fo many beauties, as might have 
^ moved the moft infeniible to pleafure and 
^ avarice ; and having fo often withftood the 
** perfuafions of all thofe that endeavoured to 
^engage me in matrimony, it was generally 
H concluded that I had fome fecret averfion to 
*^ women ; but the charms and perfedlons of a 
*^' certain lady baniihed the notion conceived of 
** my being ji womao*hater*' , Her' peifuoal 
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" beauty, and excellent wit, were irrefiftiblc 
** weapons, and indilToluble fpells, that conquer- 
** ed and enflaved all fuch as could gain admit- 
^' tance to her. Among the many that afpired 
'* to this honour, fhe admitted of my addrefTes, 
^ *' and not many days after, with the joint con.' 
** fent of her friends and mine, the knot of per- 
** fed union betwixt us was tied in the church. 
*• I lived with her two years in a happy condi- 
'' tion ; and conlidering the mutability of world- 
^ ly affairs,! may fay that was a long time; but I 
** mud not d well.upon thofe thoughts, the remem- 
" brance of them would but refcflithe wounds 
** which the lofs of her has made in my heart. 

" This dear better half of me had a brother, 
** whofc youthful gallantries grew into fuch 
^* fcandalous extravagancies, that he became 
" odious to all the inhabitants of Seville. He 
** often fell into the hands of juftice, and went 
*• through the difgrace of a gaol, whence my 
" care, or rather my purfe, Hill delivered him ; 
*^ for it is certain money is the furefl friend upon 
*Vall occafions. A fcandalous diforderly courfe' 
^* of life wgs become fo habitual to him, that 
*' inilead of being reftrained by the confidera-' 
H tion of fuch ihamcful punifliments undergone, 
'^fince 'virtue had no power over him, he Alll 
*^ gave himfelf up inordinately to vice^ Per- 
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*' ceiving that whatfoever courfe of mildnefs or' 
^feverityl took, it was impolUblc for me to 
** overcome his vicious inclinations } I forbid 
** him my houfe, and ordered all my fervants 
** to keep him out if he came ; but my orders . 
** were in vain. A lawgiver muft proportion 
«* the power the fubjeds have to obey, to the 
•• laws he enads ; for if they cannot be obfcr- 
'^vcdy they make the lawgiver contemptible, 
*^ and are fometimes the caufe of difturbing the 
** public peace, and the fource of many troubles. 
** This was my cafe ; and when I call to mind 
*' thefe things, I cannot forbear (bedding tears. 
** 1 fliould be afliamed to expofc my wcaknefs 
^ before you, were I not convinced that you 
^ will think me excufable, when you have heard 
•* the caufe. 

" My wife loved this young man, as nature 
" obliged her, and as her only brother, fo that 
' ** his debauchery and lewd life no way dimi- 
'* niflied her afTedion, and therefore fhe counte* 
" nanced his coming into my houfe, and fuflfer- 
'* ed him to vifit her in my abfence. He had 
" fpies that followed me continually, and care- ' 
•'* fully gave him notice of my return, that he 
"might be gone, or at lead hide himfelf. before 
*^ I came home»: But when ill ilitc purfues US|' 
•* it overcajkes us in thofe very ways we take to 
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** avoid it. They ufed to hide him in my 
^ chamber, in a corner behind the bed where 
** my wife and/1 lay ; and this contrivance ha- ' 
** ving often proved fuccefsfal» they ilill made 
*^ ufe of it whenfoever they had occallon. It 
^ happened that going home one evening, and 
*' entering that chamber without thinking any 
^* thing, the young man having been failed by 
^ bis fpies, was furprifed, and thinking to hide 
'* himfelf haftily, his foot hitched in a table, and 
** he fell flat on the ground. I hearing the fall, 
^ without feeing who it was, for day was fliut in, 
^ ran in.fwiftly and laid hold of him, as he was 
'^ .rifing to get into his hiding place. Unhappy 
** hafte II clapt my hand unfortunately on a 
^ dagger he wore by his fide, and thinking he 
** bad been a thief, dabbed him three times with 
*Ut, and he dropt down. At the fame time I 
^ was fenfible of my miflake by his voice; and 
^ being ft ruck with horror at this misfortune, 
^ let him gp, and drew back. He having ftill 
** ftrength enough, got up with his fword in his 
*\ hand to revenge himfelf, and pulhing at ran- 
** dom in the dark, thruft my wife, who was 
*< come running in upon the noife, through the 
*^ body, and then dropt down dead. If he de- 
^ figned that thruft to kill me, he well knew 
** wheieta sive me my ioortal wound, £nce X 
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M lived more in his (i(ler*8 life than in my own. 
** By this time my (ervants came all in witli 
^ lights, to increafe the grief and horror of fee* 
^ ing one that held me fo dear, die in my arms. 

* As foon as flie was dead, my forrow prevailed 

* To far upon me, that to make fome amends 
^ for my inconfiderate offencei I went to deliver 
^ myfelf up into the hands of juftice, like one ' 
•* in defpair, accufing myfelf of the murder of 
** my brother-in-law and wife. ^1 was call into 
^prifon till the bufincfs came to a trial; but 
^ my afllidlion dwelled to fuch an unlimited ex* 
*^ cefs that it di(lra£led me ; fo that from the 
<* common gaol I was removed to the mad- 
*< houfe ; where, for a long time, I was the rrai« ' 
M culous diverfion of my enemies, who came to 
** fee me, for the fatisfadlion of making me their • 
•• fcorn* However, through God's mercy, I re- 
H covered of that diftemper, though it feemed 
^ incurable. I was then fet at liberty, having 
^vfudained a confiderable lofs in my eftate, 
^- which had been confumed both in fuing out 
** my pardon, and defraying the charges of the 
^^4aw, amounting to a confiderable fum. 

* >v At that time an uncle of mine, threefcore ' 
H and ten years of age, who was curate htrt^ ' 
'**' fell iick of a hedic fever, and being willing I 
'^ Ihould iocceed himln this plate; «a8 knowing' 
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" I was well enovgh difpored for this profeflion,- 
" he obtained of his holinefs {o take off the if^> 
'! regularity I had incurred ; after which I re« 
'* ceived holy orders, and fo became capable of 
** holding this benefice, which he refigned up> 
" to me; This is the occafion of my coming 
" to fettle in fuch a folitary country manfion, fo- 
" agreeable to my temper, where my only care 
*• is to fulfil the duty of my fundlion to the bed 
••of my power* What fpaie hours 1 have are* 
•• fpent in reading good books, the better ta 
•• enable myfelf to in(lru<3; thofe fouls commit- 
•• ted to my charge. Thus do I fpend my days, 
•• expedling till it fliall pleafe God to call me to* 
•• give an account of my aftions." ♦ 

Don Diego admiring that reverend curate's 
ftrange fortune, , commended his refolution of 
{pending the reft of his days in that folitary 
place. Thus difcourfing together of the hap* 
pinefs of a country life, they came to the cu« - 
rate's church, which they found open ; and that 
being unufual at fugh a time of day, the curate 
went in, and found feveral perfons there in 
mourning, who had juft brought the body of 
the patron of the church, and lord of the vil* 
lage, lately dead, and were in deep conteft with 
the vicar and fexton, becaufe they had laid a 
coffia and ftrange corpfe in the chapel, which 
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vas refervcd only for that family. The curate 
difcreetly pacified thofe people, and Don Diego 
coming in at the fame time, concerned that his 
dead body could find reft nowhere, and that 
they were for turning it out, deiired thofe gen- 
tlemen to allow him the term of eiight days, in 
which time he offered to make out that his 
corpfe belonged to the pcrfon they had then 
brought, and in cafe of fiiilure, he promifed to 
remove it, His requeft was granted, upon the 
condition by him propofed. I know not whe- 
ther it was an enthufiaftic fit of prophecy or 
madncfs that made him talk fo, for they fay that 
madmen fpeak prophetically fometimes ; the 
event wiirdecide it. The truth is, he told the 
curate he had made ufe of that ftratagera, be- 
lieving that thofe people' would be gone the 
•next day, and then they two might confult 
where to bury that ftray corpfe that was left 
upon his hands, and on which he would beftpw 
that laft charitable adl of Chriftian piety. 

AH the people of the village were concern- 
ed at their lord's death, which they faid was 
through too much grief, conceived on account 
'of a robbery committed upon him, to' the va- 
lue of twenty-five thoufand ducats in ready 
• money and jewels. This being a robbery in 
^ which feveral perfons muft have a band, all that 
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were any ways ' ^oncerned» in 'hopes of being 
^beirsto tliQ family,. tookTpecial care, for theit 
own ends, to have all poflible fearch made a& 
ter the robbers ; fo that having fent otit officers 
and other people feveral ways, fome of them at 
.the entrance of a wood found a man whom 
they took uponTufpicion, as well on account 
of his ill look, as becaufe upon examination he 
gave no good account of himfelf. They pre<* 
fently fearched him upon the fpot, and found 
about him fufficient circumftantial proofs for a 
farther trial ; for in his pockets they found 
hooks, picklocks, Slc. They that took him 
carried him to the next village, which happen* 
ed to be the fame where Don Diego was, and 
being put to the rack, he foon owned as much 
as they defired, and difcovered flrange fecrets. 

He confefled he was the eighth perfon con* 
cemed in the mighty robbery committed at 
Madrid, of a cabinet full of jewels and gold, of 
It very great value. That for the better remo- 
ving it out of Madrid without danger, they had 
contrived to difguife themfelves, fome in the 
habit of religious men, and others in the appa- 
rel of mourners that attend at funerals; then to 
put their booty into a coffin, upon a bier car- 
ried by two mules, all covered with black baize, 
an4 to pretend it was a dead corpfe they were 



THE NIGHT ADVENTURER. 1 43 

Attending to the place of burial. That this 
contrivance had fucceeded well enough, carry- 
ing them off at their eafci and even in fight of 
fuch as might be concerned in the lofs. lliat 
he the deponent falling afleep through wear}- 
nefs at Xetafe, where the whole gang refreflied 
themfelvesi thej had left him behind, and tat- 
ken off his mourner's garb ; but that when he 
awaked he run after them, knowing whither 
thej were to go, to get his part of the booty. 
That before he could come up with them, his 
companions had fallen out about dividing the 
robbery, and had fought fo furioufly at fword 
and piftol, which they had under their habits, 
that he found two dead upon the fpot, and the 
reft mortally wounded. One had loft an arm, 
another was ham-ftrung, a third had his head 
cloven, a fourth half his face fliced off. In 
fliort, they were all fo mortified, that every one 
had left fome of his flefii and much blood on 
the field of battle. That befides, he left them 
, half mad, and curfing one another bitterly, be- 
Caufe, whilft they were in their fury, murdering 
one another, a ftranger taken inftead of the de- 
ponent had drove away the mules with the 
theft, fo that they knew not what was become 
of it, and he was then going to hear fome oews 
of them. 
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By this ample confeffion, the examiner plala« 
]y perceived this was the robbery committed on 
the lord of the village, for grief whereof he was 
dead. He run immediately to the curate,- and 
told him all this wonderful news in the prefence 
of Don Diego, at which both he and his gueft 
were fo fvirprifed and a(loni(hed, that for fome 
time they could move, nothing. but their eyes 
and hands, fo much were they overjoyed at this 
Arange adventure. Being recovered from this 
tranfport, they went together to the church, 
and to the chapel where the two coffins were, 
the one of the lord, and the other of his trea- 
sure, which Providence had ordered he. (hould 
follow when dead, as well as living, (ince hit 
heart was in it. They prefently opened it in 
prefence of feveral witneflcs, every one admi* 
ring how ingenioufly thofe thieves had diftri* 
buted their prize, confiding in three forts of 
things of value, filver, gold, and precious Hones, i 

Then Don Diego plainly underftood the rid- 
dle of the fulfe rcligiot!(s man, when he told the. 
ofiicer,. who met them at Xetafe, that it was a 
precious body, as noble as gold and filver from 
head to foot, &c. He might alfo boaft that be, 
once in his life, bad the gift of prophecy, when 
be (aid before, that his dead corpfe was near- 
skin tp the patron of the church, v^hich be 
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fbfficiently made out ; and might have added, 
k was the relation he loved bed, lince he died 
for love of it. The news was immediately fent 
to the gentleman that was heir to the party de« 
ceafed, who came with the meflenger to take 
poflfefllton of that treafure. He being willing to 
ihow mercy to the thief that was taken, as 'the 
caufe of his recovering fo much wealth, ordered 
the gaoler to contrive that the malefadlor miij;ht 
efcape, as if it had been by want of care in C^« 
Curing him, which was accordingly put in exe« 
cution. 

All the gentleman now wanted was to fatisfy 

the earned dcfire lie had of being acquainted 

with our adventurer, that he might make him 

a prefent, or at leall to return hi:n thanks, for 

that through his means, and the good fortune 

that attended him, the robbery was conduded 

to fuch a place of fafety ; but Don Diego, who 

had a generous foul, defiring no acknowledge 

ment of this fort, (liunned all occafions of meet« 

ing that gentlemani who paid all the charges 

very nobly, and gave the two mules to the cu« 

rate, who durft not refufe the prefent coming 

from his lord, though they were none of his« 

This done, he returned to Madrid, taking along 

with him the precious corpfci to be buried ia 

another tomb« 
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Don Diego Wa$ faUsficd with his intention of 
going to Toledp; w^ithout proceeding any far^ 
. thcr, and, at th^ rcqueft of that good man, the 
curate, ftaid a week longer with, him, pafling 
the time in difcourfe of man's fovereign good^ 
and the peace and tranquillity of fuch as are 
free from worldly paf&ons, and the true hlef. 
fings of thb life. When our adventurer took 
his leave, he was forced to admit of half the 
prefent the lord had made the curate, that is, 
of one of the mules, in regard he had been the 
caufe of that boUnty. Don Diego, whofc heart 
vas haughty, could fcarce be prevailed on to 
take it, but was conArained at length tofubmit, 
rather but of complaifance than covetoufnefs. 
They embraced, and parted with fincere . alTec- 
tion, Don Diego promiOng to write to him of^ 
fen, and to fend to him the news of the courti 
as the ijioit diverting pre&nt to thofe that have 
known the world. The hopes of; thi corre^ 
fpondencc alleviated the curate*^ trouble £at 
this reparation ; and the delire of cet^rning to 
Madrid made jour>8dveiiturer, try^ vb^tber. )ui 
muleliadaiiy:4iardK)riiool8r i !•:' ^ ' .^'fi' 
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ADVENTURE IX. 

It bad been happy for Don Diego to : have 
made a longer (lay with that reverend church-, 
man, whofe pleaiing and vlrtUQUsconverOition 
might have in time produced fome change iq 
his extravagant manners. The company of 
good perfons often excites us to follow theic 
example ; but Don Diego's libertine tamper 
was not to be contained within the bounds of 
fociety, though he behaved himfclf well enough 
when he was in it;, for, bcfides fome little learn- 
ing he had, his excellent memory and good fenfe 
made his converfation agreeable. However, he 
only loved to- keep company with wild young 
fellows like himfclf. Who had no other employ* 
mcnt but ranging the ilreets at midnight. As 
foon as he returned to Madrijd, he fent to ac- 
quaint all his gang, dcfiring them to meet at a . 
certain ufual place of rendczvoqs, to renew their 
acquaintance! apd drink a.glafatpgether. Eight 
of this mad gang, who loved to-, grope out their 
fortune in the dark, met at the place appointed, 
wher? they iupped together, by .way of club, 
tl^at 4;very. ipan might be at his full liberty, not 
ol>liged to one another, and have op .OQC^fipn 
19 make, ^ny compliment ^t p^rtjng, - 
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When they had performed the folemnity of 
his welcome home, and offered facrifice to Bac« 
chus and Comus, the two deities they particu. 
larly honoured, they all fallied out in a body 
with their guittars, to ferenade their miftreffes, 
and found a reveille to fome, that had rather 
have devoted their eyes to Morpheus, than their 
ears to Orpheus. Among thefe was an apothe* 
cary, whom they made their fport, only becaufe 
they unexpedtedly found themfelves by his (hop, 
and Don Diego remembered he owed him a 
good turn. He had lived very near our adven* 
turer when he fell iick, after the death of Lean- 
der, and Sirena's becoming a religious ; and be- 
caufe he made ufe of another apothecary, this 
man, out of envy to his brother tradefman, or 
to be revenged on Don Diego, never ceafed 
rattling his mortar, and made more noife with 
flourifliing his peftle, and chiming on the fides 
of the mortar, than with pounding his powders; 
and the flirillnefs of the found gave fufBcient 
caufe to fufpeA that there was nothing, or but 
very little in it ; fo that fick Don Diego being 
very much difturbed with this ringing, fent fe« 
veral times to entreat him to make lefs noife; 
but he anfwered, that he might do what he 
pleafed in fiis own houfe^ fince he paid for it ; 
that be muft work for his living; that if be 



x^ 



THE NIGHT ADVENTURER. 149 

wanted a dinner, Don Diego would not give it 
him ; and much more to this purpofe ; fo that 
Don Diego was fain to make ufe of all his in* 
tereft, friends^ and money, to make him remove 
from thence, as he did at lad, becaufe he was 
but a quarterly tenant, and yet he had not this 
fatisfadlioti till towards the end of his ficknefi, 
after he had endured very much by him. So 
that not thinking himfelf fuflicicntly revenged, 
of him for his impertinency, being then accU 
dentally upon the fpot, be had a fancy to play 
" bim a prank. 

Our brave adventurer being at this time high« 
ly infpired by the fumes of Bacchus, whence 
mod of thofe wonderful conceits proceed, which 
we commonly attribute to* Apollo, defired his 
companions to halt. Then advancing eight or 
ten paces, he fell a knocking furioufly at the 
apothecary's door, who was going to bed, and 
held tbe following dialogue with him : 

Jpotbecary. Who is there ? Who is it that 
knocks at my gate fo late ? Sure they are fome 
lunatics, or night magi{lrates,.for no others durft 
do fo at fuch an unfeafonable hour. How now ! 

Don Diej^o. Fray, Sir, do me the favour to 

tell me whereabouts lives a certain apothecary 

and halfdodtor, whofe name is Mafter Robert? 

' Jpotbecary. Mailer Kobert? He is certainly 

^ H3 
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a whole doAor ; and as for you, Sir, he lives 
here, in this very place, and is the fame that is 
talking to you in pferfon ; fpcak what you would 
have with me, for I have more mind to flcci^ 
than to talki 

Don Diego. Sir, I beg ydur pardon with all 
my heart. Is it poflible you are the very man? 
Pray, good Sir, let me entreat you, do not de* 
eeive nfie, I am in more hade than you imagine, 
and I mud needs fpeak with himfelf. Alas ! 
poor gentleman, he^ll die this bout, if he has 
not help immediately. Pray» good Sifi open 
th!(i dbor, for (Sod's fake; 
'^^A^the€d^i I kno<v you not } T will not opcii 
^^ dbok' iitUiifeafdil^blb hours; but tell mei what 
if is ^bu wanf ; fp^^ak in plainer terms, for I do 
ftdt undterftbnd half what you fay. 
- DcffiDkgo\ O good Lord I Why mufthe 9ic 
^h^t) ^ithdtit 'h<Ip? I perceive you Save; not 
prepared that' itiediclne the phylician^ Aiidl' Jie 
And' prefcribed, and left the bill here • * ' * , 
* ' Apothecary i Gpd-a- mercy, thanks tn my ftars, 
Abw I begin^tb comprehend; Is it for the Nea- 
politan gentl^m^n, that is troubled with the 
pain at his ftbtaach?'^ 

D(mDieg(iK"l\it^skx']hxxxt.* 
• Ap^heiiii^} Why, is he in;fuch danger ? My 
fenrant^fold'ttafethephyfician had act ordeted 
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it till Thurfday,: which is not till after to-mor< 

row. 

, DonDiej^o. For Thuifday ! Lord, Sir, what 

do you talk of? Your man is milUkeni and th6 

poor gentleman will pay for it, at the expencd 

of bis life and healths 

Apothecary. My friend, be riot impatient, d6 
not fret, I will put oh my clothes directly, and 
aflTure yourfelf the compoiition will be ready in 
lefs than a quarter of an hour, which will bd 
time enough to eafe the diftemper, if God fo 
pleafes,' 

' Hon Diej^l Make hafte then in the name of 
God; but not with fo much precipitation as t6 
miftkke quid pro quo ; yoxx know the gentlemsiti 
il tt perfon that will requite your trouble* A* 
dieu; Sir ; I am going: safceU'thttti you ate co. 
iSfWgafteifme; * •> • '- 
•• Aptkbecaryi Go, go j 'ttb iftift queftioni xtif 
abiKt> befid^s ydutfelf 5 but I pdrdoti your ig- . 
norarice. 

Don D4ego making as if he were going home 
very haftilyv and tramt)ling hard on the ftoncs 
to be heard, went off five or fix paces, andthefi 
retutiiing foftly,- drew near the fliop, and heard 
the 'apothecary calling his nlah, and faying^ 
^' Hey boy, where is that lax&tive potion I made 
V the' day before yeflerd*/, for the patient that 

H4 
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'^ died as I v/as carrying of it ; that fame may 
** be good for this man, the difeafe is almoft the 
^ fame, you need only pour it out into a Uttle 
^ mortar, and there make an infulion of a little 
•* jranus JimpUciffimm^ and a dram of cerebrth 
^^Jion^ l}[ktn fiat mixtio^ &c. Quick^ quick, let 
•• us have done." 

Don Diego hearing this difcourie, was fain 
to quit the place for fear of fpoiling his delign, 
for he could no longer forbear burfting out into 
laughter. He returned to bis companions, who 
had been liftening to his dialogue, admiring what 
' fudden fancy, it was that took him, without 
fpeaking a word to them, to go beat up the 
apothecary, and banter him ; wondering at hb 
re^dinefs to lay hold of the apothecary's own 
.vords to put the trick upon him. Don Diego 
told them, what orders the apothecary had gi* 
ven his man, abo\i(t thie compoHtion of the me- 
dicine, and the terms of art he ufed, at^whick 
they blefled themfelves a thoufand times, and 
beftowed as many curfes on him. 
• To fee the event of. the jcft, they refolved to 
;watch his coming oytratthecorner of tbeftreeti 
;that they might follow hiu), and know the ua- 
^fortunate perfoa the potion was defigned for^ 
;to be facrificed to their frolic. They had not 
watched abar« half a quarter of an hour before 
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they faw that executioner come out of his- 
houfe, with the viol of the poifonous potion in 
his hand, and a difti to drink out of, charging 
his man to take care of the houfe. They foU 
lowed him clofe at his heels for a confiderablc 
way, and faw him go into the Neapolitan gen- 
tleman's houfe he had fpoke of, after knocking 
a long time before they heard him. That gen- 
tleman was of a Ycry weakly difpofition, above; 
fixty years of age, and wholly in the hands of 
the dodlors and apothecaries j but though fick- 
ly, he was worfe in conceit than in reality, 
which was a great trouble to thpfe that had him 
in cure. He was of a melancholy temper, which 
had fo far the predominancy over him, that it 
led him into fuperftition, fo that he did not ftick 
to feek eafe by charms and fpells. His friends 
defiring to divert him from fo great a crime^ 
prevailed with him to have one more conful- 
tation of two able phyficians befides his own, 
where it was refolved that he ihould take a 
purge three days after, which was on the Thurf- 
day following. The patient was fo eager to be 
cured, that he followed all their prefcriptions; 
and the implicit faith he had in the medicines, 
hoping in them to find eafe from his mifer/» 
ma^e him relifh the mod loathfome andun« 
iavoury" potions, as if they had been ne£tar 

Hs 
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dnd atnbrofi^/ And being extremely nice in 
obferving all t\i\e% pi'efcribed by the phyfician^ 
Arid in taking the medicines exadtly at the hours 
appointed, he kfept a valet dfe chambre, in whofe 
feire ahd fidelity he confided, and who had no 
oth«rba(in^fe but to take' the doftor's bills, 
. and' carry them to the apothecary ; fo that 
the other fcrvdntis had nothing to do to concern 
tbemfclVes in it. I'his man perceiving that 
the lad confultation of phyiicians gave his ma- 
iler fome (mall refpite, and that he was to take 
nothing in three days, made ufe of that time 
to go vifit a young maid he was in love with; 
and it fell out unluckily, that the apothecary 
brought his choice medicine, juft after this nur« 
iing-fervant was gone abroad ; fo that the other 
iervants, and the patient himfelf, believed the 
'pbyficiah had thought fit to give him fome 
^tioft beforehand, to prepare his body for 
purging, and that the fervant had gone to ac« 
•quaint the apothecary with it« So the cour- 
teous Neapolitan, without inquiring any far- 
ther, took the cup, and poured down the 
;drenchi' ! 

t' AU tbiis while our adventurer and his gang 

."vere m the ftreet, full of different thoughts* 

Soi4$ laughed at the adlibn^ whilll 6thers were 

mudu tonceifled, va$' f6tefe%ing thelill confer 
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qttences that might happen ; infomuch, that the 
wifell of thetn prevailed upon the reft to withdraw, 
and reft fatisned for that timei referring it' to the 
.nextday^ to inquire after the fuccefs of that 
. hellilh purge, which vented Don Dicgo^s revenge 
upon the life of an innocent perfonj: ' As they 
went out of the ftreet, they obferved their nuin* 
Iter was not complete, there being bat fevenf'Ieft 
'of eight that were at the apothecary'^ ^houfS, 
•Which (bmewhit pcrplcxid them j but one of 
them, who was bettelr' acquainted with the ab- 
Tent party's fecrets, told thim thej^' need not be 
concerned, for he^was gohe to a' place where 
theftf was'nb deetf of i guat*d.'- ' . • 

The reader, for his better Information^ ii to 
»oT>fei?tfr that Maftfei* Kibb'tfrf, but faihoiii lipbthe- 
.taty , ha'd 4 daughtelf fd • beatitifulv ' thafc flie 
.Irtight Vie witH thti^ mdft' celebrated ladies in, 
•'Madrid. ' The knbwkd;^ of thei^^faVours hea- 
^vbn had b«!ftowed'dri her^'made^hftV fo vain and 
coAcfeited; that fli^VaWed'-hfetfelf -much aboVe 
het' quality ; fovtlidiigh but of ttifed'n' parentage, 
yet flie haci a haughty fpirit,aiM=afpit«d to fonie 
'great ' forfuhel'' -l Shel fcorffed' '-xht addrelTcs * of 
'fucK ias Av^ira- Mbt abdv6 h^i'tai^k; thou^ they 
•'Wert' very' Vicli', and piiiy dSlfglHed- in ' being 
eoxkt'ted • hf gfentlb^eh^ 'ftiU' ifetahiing^ tvhh' 'ia 
tmhiW (fomBwAd'dvdi; hibt paffidi^, thkt tritB* 

H6 
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out wronging her, none of all her admirers could 
boafti that he had gained the lead upon her in. 
clination. She maintained herfelf in this free* 
dom a long time; but atlaft Riodan, that com- 
panioQ of Don Diego's, who had flipped away 
from the reft of the company, being overcome 
by her perfeAions, waa fo dexterous^ or rather 
fo fortunate, that he gained admittance to Do* 
rothy, fo this beauty was called, by the means 
of Mafter Robert's maid, whom he had gained, 
by the prefents be continually made her. The 
truth is, he was fo well qualified, fpeaking after 
the manner of the world, as might excufe the 
amorous frolics a maid might be- guilty/ of for 
his fakjB. ^ , ,, 

This man being one of the perfons invited to 
the meeting made to welcome our adventurer, 
was in complaifance obliged to go a> walking 
with them after fupper, as he did^ but with a 
refolution to leave tl^at infipid diverfion, and 
flip away from the company, to repair to that 
which was much more delightful to him. This 
was the beautiful Dorothy, whom that maid be 
fo bountifully rewarded, had^put him. in hopes 
of enjoying tliat very night; fo that feeing them 
make towards that quainter, of the town,- where, 
bis bufinefs layv he;fp^owed them, with the bet- 
.ter wiil»^; He was 9verJ9yi;4- v^hea DpaDiegp 
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fell Upon that frolic againft his miftrefs's father, 
and accordingly gave the greateft commenda* 
tions of any in the gang to our adventurer, for 
bis wit and contrivance. In ihort, it looked as 
if that whimfy had been put into his head, on 
purpofe to favour his good fortune, and the me- 
.dicine he aiked for fo earneftly, defigned to cool 
bis amorous flame* 

: He feeing the apothecary go abroad, let bit 
^companions follow him, and ftaid behind upon 
the watch, expeAing th^ fignal the maid was to 
give ; for toadd to his good fortune, the aCBg:- 
nation made him was juft at the very time the 
mafler went out, as if he had contributed to* 
wards completing of Riodan's felicity. He was 
fcarce got to the corner of the ftreet, before the 
confident, by the confent of the amorous Do- 
rothy, came to the door, and taking Riodan by 
the hand, led him, as if he had been blind and 

. dumb, into her miftrefs's chamber, obferving 
find filence, for fear of awaking her mother. 
There Riodan found a candle burning, and Do- 

V rothy fitting at the foot of her bed,, half un» 
drefled^ At his firft coming in, (he pretended 
to be iurprifed, fell a railing at her maid, and 
ftarting up defignedly,-let fall her night-rail, 
which covered her breaft, and fliowed her lovtf 
; wonders of beiutyi though (he pretended to clap 



her hands before her, to hide them. Kibdail vras 
not fo much a ftranger to thefe affairs/ but he 
^ould fee thrbugh ' her artifice, but ihe did it 
\9ith fo go6d a grace that it charmed him. * He 
drew near in the mbfl refptCtful manner, endea^ 
vouring to excufe hi^ boldn^fs, and obli^d her 
to grant him fqme favour; but (hi a£ling much 

coynefs and refervednefs, defired him to be gone 

•iff • > < • . 

the fame way he caiheV'tfeHirig hithi her honour 
'was'tbb deiair^ta hfer *o part 'vi^lth* at'- to eafy a 
rate, and that wftate^eiriic thought 6f her, he 
mud expefk nbthik^ 6f her *but in a lawful 



'way.- ' • . ''* ^'' -■''•. ^' 



"^ 'Riodan feenling td approve 'of her virtudiJs 
refoliition.made her all the moft obliging corri- 
'pliments that could' bli intiaginedj for he had a 
ready wit, offenhg to give her what nffurancis 
flie could delire o^th€ fincerity bthiH affedlion; 
and if promife of tfaaltiage wbuld fatisfy, h^ 'wis 
ready to make it. Dorothy, being well difpofed 
towards him, and wanting only a good pretence 
to give way tb' ntr inehnanoA, ' tbok hiiti at bi» 
word, ftndlaid jiaptr beforft • biro; to-pctforiti 
What h« hsld faidi Tbe otiaid, at tb« Tame' time, 
fet a grealt; h^a Vy, leaden' ftandi/h bif I thie tabit, 
•which fefcmecl ti» prognofticate the 'hbavy bui^ 
den he wb« goiiig t6 lay^oi^ hi^ flioUldiit ^i He 
lekdifyi^ tbok' ita peUJc^ntoil} wiitii^fais'j dwn^litttfd 
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> • 

writ the fentence of his condemnation^ and be« 
ingjuft ready to iign it, he looked upon Do« 
rothy, who fmiled for joy to fee him fo forward; 
but as he turned his head towards her, he laid 
his hand on the (tandidi, which unluckily fell 
down on a great brafs mortar, that Hood by the 
leg of the table. 

This was a ftab that pierced Dorothy's heart, 
giving a found like the clapper of a gre;At bell^ 
which waked her mother, and made het (it up 
in her bed, to obfcrve whence it came. Seeing 
a light in her daughter's chamber, flie called to 
her, and at the fame time got out of her bed 
with much difficulty, for (he was difabled with 
age, Dorothy fearing fhe Yliould fee Riodail, 
was thrufting him out of the room juft as her 
mother was coming in, which put the old wo- 
man into fuch a fright, that (lie dropped down^ 
'crying. Help, Help! Her daughter didurbed at 
this accident, and fearing her father's return, 
whom (he dreaded more than death, immediate- 

> 

ly refolved to quit the houfe, and relying on 
Kiodan's fidelity and difcretion, to put herfelf 
into his cuftody, and run all hazards with hlni. 
• ' The maid, who had^ carried ort the intrigue 
•between them, fled iti their|c6mparty, leavinjg 
hit biftrefs on' the ground, crying otktr, till flic 
tira^^hoarfe, for hdpy^^hich'wasWli (he ibbtddrd6. 
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.At length (he awaked all the neighbourSi and 
among the reft, a crony of her hufband's, who 
was the firft that came in, reprefenting Adam 
and Mars, quite naked, with his fword in one 
hand, and his urget in the other. He fearcb^ 
ed and peeped into all the corners, holes and 
crannies of the houfe ; but all the pains he took,- 
only ferved to fright the cats, and tear the cob«^ 
webs. 

Dorothy^s father having drenched the Neapo«' 
litan gentleman with his curfcd potion, came 
i)ome and found all in confufion, his wife half 
dead, and his friends ftanding about, endeavour^ 
ing to comfort her. Being told the caufe of 
thefe Hrange alorms, it touched him fo near, that 
he ftood a while as if he had been fenfelcfs, and 
void of motion. Let us leave them a while to 
recover themfelves in the arms of their kindred 
. and friends, and go fee what was the efiedl of 
the extravagant purge, compofed by the mail- 
cious ingenuity of Don Diego, and fo innocent- 
ly taken by the poor Neapolitan gentleman. 

It happened that the medicine being ftale, 
made up. of decayed drugs, and adminiftered 
before the body was any way prepared for it, 
beiides that the patient's ftomach was loaded 
with thefupper he had eaten at night, it put 
the poor gentleman into fuch anguiibi at if he 
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bad live-dogs withia him, tearing his bowels. 
He cried out inceflantly for mercy, and fome* 
times added, '^ O my God, this falfe dog has 
** murdered me !'* He continued all the remain- 
ing part of the night in that grievous anguilb, 
ind about eight in the morning in came his va- 
let de chambre, who was to look to him in his 
ficknefs. He found his mafter groaning in ft 
moil difmal manner, and all the fervants con- , 
doling him ; and inquiring into the caufe of it, 
the whole blame was laid at his door, for having 
fent the apothecary, who put him into that con« 
dition. He fwore and protefled be knew not 
what they faid ; that certainly this misfortune 
had happened either through the malice or ig« 
norance of the apothecary, who always con- 
demned the phyficians, faying, they did not pre- 
fcribe proper medicines for the patient, and that 
it was likely he had prepared this medicine of 
his own head, without the advice of the phy* 
fician ; fancying be might work fome wonder, 
in hopes of a conliderable reward. ;This notion 
was thought to be well grounded, and whilft 
they were difcourling of Jt, in came the phy- 
ficiany who ofteti* vifited this patient, becaufe he 
gave better fees than others. T^^X a(ked, whe- 
ther be had given any new prefcription for the 
fick nan?* be janfweied,.Hc ;had.n0t, felt bii 
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pulfe, And being told what had happened, wai 
in a ftrange ronfternation. He prefently gave 
the gctitlennan fomething to c^rry off the poifoit 
he had in his bddy, and by degrees cafed him of 
his pains. This done, he went with the valct 
de chambre^ and acquainted the college of phj^ 
licians with the apothecary^s oifence, whx> boii^ 
plained to the magiftrates, reprefenting to tlient 
how much the public was concerned, wbereupoil 
they inftantly iiTued out a warrant for appre^ 
hcnding of the unfortunate apothecary. Let ul 
now go back and fee what condition he is in« 
: When the firft violent pangs of his afiliAiort 
ifeere overi he begian to take heart, and refolved 
toufe the utmoft means f6r retrieving of his boi 
nour, and revenging^the aOfront he hid receivedl 
After ferioufly rfciledm^ on the whole affair, he 
concluded that Agrimbnt had done him tbii 
wrong; this was the name of the Neapolitan 
gentleman's valet de chambre ; and that the 
better to compafs his defign, he had fent him 
word to make haft e and carry the medicine, to 
get hind out of his houfe ; whereas it ought not 
to have been adminiftered that day. He called 
to mind that he had often heard him commend 
his daughter, declaring he had tf great mind to 
offer her hi| fervice ;• befides that he was not at 
bis maftei^' ^wheh ^ gave ^him the ^ medidoi^f 
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contrary to the duty of his place, and the care 
he always had at other times, fo that upon all 
concurring circumflances, he could no longer 
doubt but it was Agrimont who had done him 
this wrong, ^ 

. Upon this conceit he went iaway to a lawyer, 
to whom he told the whole matter, and what 
ftrong prefumptions he had againft Agrimont, 
ftnd it being natural for thofe people to make a' 
mighty crime of a fmall conjcAure, and to con- 
elude thofe guilty againft whom there is but a 
flight fufpicion; this lawyer rcprefented the (lory 
fo lively with his bloody pen, and interfperfed 
with fo much fhow of fcandal, that upon viev^ 
of it, the judge! iflued 6Ut his warrtot for appre- 
hending of the party accufed, to anfwer the 
crime laid to his charge. Mdder Robert follow* 
ed his buflnefs fo clofci and beftowed his money 
fo freely in the purfuit, that before many hours 
were pad he had ferved his warrant. He tm^ 
ployed feveral officers after Agrimont, and had 
him ' feized with a gre^t deal of noife and di- 
fturbance, though he could not imagine the 
caufe of this hard ufage. ^ However, he had his 
revenge at the fame time ;« for the ' phyficianf, 
who had informed againft him^ took no lefs cari 
to fee his warrant ferved,* and he knowing as 
little as Agrimontiitrby he was fecuredi imagined. 
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they took him for another ; he made his pro- 
teftations, and threatened to fue all that were 
concerned againft him;, but all availed nothing, 
for he was clapped into gaoL His friends came 
to fee himi and told him the caufe of his con- 
finement, and at whofe fuit he was imprifoned, 
whence he concluded it was only a piece of re« 
venge of the Neapolitan's, to clear his valet de 
chambre, and get him out of prifon. The poor 
gliilerpipe broken with fo many difafters in his 
old age, and having fuch a powerful adverfary 
to contend with, was cad down, and fell into a 
burning fever, which had like to have turned his 
brain, as it wafted his body. 

In the meanwhile Agrimont finding himfelf 
accufed of houfebreaking, andravilhing avir« 
gin of reputation, was in as fair a way to run 
mad as his adverfary. His mafter was much 
concerned at his troubles, which went the near- 
er to his heart, becaufe he^ knew not how to live 
without him. He fpared no money to get him 
at liberty, and to punifh the apothecary at the 
fame time. In fhort, for four days they were 
in ftrangc confufion and trouble, during which 
timCf madnefs and death were ftruggling whe« 
ther (hould lay hold of their perfons ; but at 
laft all thefe riddles. were expounded by one of 
thofe that were the contrivers of them^ 
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The amorous Paris, raviflier of the beautiful 
Dorothy, was with her at Toledo, where he had 
generoufly performed the promife he left be« 
bind him unfigned, when the unfortunate fall 
of the (tandilh happened ; he had given his 
hand and heart to Dorothy as her hufband; and 
having notice fent him by a friend he confided 
in at Madrid, how many were in trouble upon 
his account, he writ to Mr. Robert, calling him 
father-in-law, and gave him an account of the 
happy fuccefs of his rape, and how great a value 
be had for his daughter, whofe beauty and dif- 
cretion made him love her more than himfelf, 
and honour her as if (he had been a princefs ; 
and to conclude, that in a very few days he 
hoped to bring her to his prefence, to beg his 
pardon, and, at the fame time, his approbation 
of what (lie had done. 

The apothecary was fo overjoyed with this 
letter, that as the grief for the lofs of his daugh- 
ter, had like to have been the death of him, fo 
was he now in no lefs danger of lofing his life, 
through excefs of pleafure for having found her. 
He prefently difcharged Agrimont, flopped all 
proceedings againft him, offering to pay all cofts 
and chttrges, and to make him fuch amends for 
vhis reputation as he fhould require. This done, ' 



•• 



1 6$ .WP WOHT ADVJENTURER. 

Agrimont pame out of prifon ; but Mr. Robert 
ilill continued to be refponfiblei gs a falfe cook, 
for the dangejrpas mefs he di(hed the NeapoIU 
%^T\ gentlenjian. ; Yet. after much examinatioo, 
^if QmpUci(y ^af. made to appear* and thero 
having })eQn too piany witnefles toDoo Diego's 
^dion, be was difpbvered to be the contriver of 
fill that diforder. .Riodan came ipon to town 
in the interim, and haying been a party concern* 
ed in all the offence, ipfide ufe of all bis interefti 
and laid out much money to clear his father- in* 
law, and at thp fame time put a flop to the pro* 
c^cdings againfl Don Diego. 

He foongot off the apothecary, by virtue of 
a little ointment of Peru, wherewith he greafed 
the phyiician that profccuted him; but he found 
more difiicuhy in delivering our adventurer from 
the hands of juftice, for it was a hard matter to 
excufe hini,^aft^r fo many follies and extrava- 
gancies as be had^ begi accufed of, to the di« 
fturbance o^feveral perfons. So that all the fa- 
vour he could obtain, through the mediation of 
powerful int^r^effors, and the much greater au« 
f^prity of piafly Rouble piftoles beilo wed .among 
,t|)fr pacers, ytas jto con6n^ bini tobeiftt borne 
<l]t fcven 9*,clpck in winter,- J»n4«. eight infuw- 
ws?i>wijka ^rift. prqWWripP .not iJLp.g9a\fmi 
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before day, under pain of being looked upon 
and punilbed as a night-walker, common felon, 
and diilurber of the public peace. 

Thus our adventurer was compelled to endea- 
vour to grow wifer, and to obey this decree for 
fear of farther fliame ; and this order being yet 
but of a freih date, he hitherto obferves it ex- 
adUy ; but it is to be feared he will not be long 
kept within bounds, but that he will be led away 
by his natural inclination, and inveterate ill ha« 
bits, which may perhaps afford matter for a fe« 
eond volume of his life and wonderful exploits. 
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Giving an Account of his Birth and Country. 

1 WAS born at Segovia, my father's name was 
Clement Paul» a native of the fame town j I 
hope his foul is in heaven. I need not fpeak of 
his virtues, for thofe are unknown, but by trade 
he was a barber, though fo high minded, that, 
he took it for an affront to be c^)led by any 
name but that of a hair-catter. » They fay he 
came Gf a good ftock, c^nd his adUbns (howed it« 
Vol. I. 1 
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He was married to Aldonza Saturna dc Rcbillo, 
daughter to Odlavio de Rebillo Codillo, and 
grandchild to Lepido Ziuracontt. The town 
foully fufpeded that (lie was of a Jcwifli race, 
though flie ftrongly urged the names of her 
progenitors, to prove herfelf defcended from 
tliofe great men that formed the triumvirate at 
Home. She was very bandfome, and fo famous, 
that all the balbd rhymers of her time made 
vcrfcs of her, which were fung about the ftrcets. 
She run through many troubles, when firfl mar- 
riedi and long after, for there were fcandalous 
tongues in the neighbourhood that did not flick 
to fay my. father was willing to wear the horns, 
provided they were tipped with gold. It wDs 
proved upon him, that whilfl; he was lathering 
. the beards of thofe he was to trim, a fmall bro- 
ther of mine, about feven years of age, rifled 
. their pockets. The poor child died of a whip- 
. ping he had in the gaol; and my father was 
much concerned at the lofs, becaufe he was 
fuch a hopeful forward boy. He wais himfelf 
'a wliile in prifon for fome fmall trifles of this 
nature ; but I am told he came off fo honour* 
ably t that at his firfl: walking abroad one went 
:,/" -behind flapping the flies off his back; all the 
:moh of tb6 town followed^ huuaing and falu* 
.ting him with turnip- tops and rotten orangesi 
1 ^ • 3 .:. ^ 
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and the ladies flood at their windows to fee him 
pafs by; for my father always made a good 
figure, either a- foot or a«horfeback. I no not 
fpeak it out of vanity, for every body knows I 
am not guilty of it. 

My mother, good woman, had her fliare of 
troubles. An old woman that bred me, conl« 
mending her one day, faid, (lie was of fuch a 
taking behaviour, that flie bewitched all flie 
had to do with ; but they fay, (he talked fome- 
thing concerning her being too familiar with a 
great he-goat, which had like to have brought 
her to the (lake, to try whether (lie had any 
thing of the nature of the falamander, and could 
live in fire. It was reported that flie hud an 
excellent hand at foldering cracked maiden* 
heads, and difguifing of grey hairs. Some gave 
her the name of a pleafure-broker, others of i 
reconciler ; but the ruder fort, in coarfe lan« 
guage, called her downright bawd, and univei^-l 
fal money .catcher. It would make any body 
in love with her fo fee with what a pleafant 
countenance (lie took this from all perfons. I 
(hall not fpend much time in relating what a 
penitential life (lie led ; but (lie had a room; 
into which nobody went befides herfclf, and 
fometimes I was admitted on account of m^ 
tender yeard ; it was all bcfet with dead men's 

la 
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ikiills, which (he faid were to put her In mind of 
mortality, though others in fpite to her pretend* 
ed they were to put tricks upon the hving. 
Her bed was corded with halters malefadors 
had been hanged in; and Ihe ufed to fay to 
me, D*ye fee thefe things ? I (how them as re- 
membrances to thofe I have a kindnefs for, 
that they may take heed how they live, and 
avoid coming to fuch an end. 

My parents had much bickering about me, 
each of them contending to have me brought 
up to their trade ; but I, who from my infancy 
had more gentleman, like thoughts, applied my* 
felf to neither. My father ufed to fay to me, 
** My child, this trade of dealing is no mecha* 
^ nic trade, but a liberal art.** Then paufing 
and fetching a figh, he went on, *^ Tiiere is no 
•* living in this world without ftealing. Why 
•* do you think the conftables and other officers 
•♦ hate us as they do ? why do they fometiracs 
^^ banifli, fometimes whip us at the cart's tail, 
^* and at laft hang us up like flitches of bacon ?" 
(I cannot rcfram from tears wlicn I think of it, 
for the good old man wept like a child, remem* 
bering how often they had flogged him.) •* The 
'Vreafon is, becaufe they would have no other 
^ thieves among them but themfelves and their 
^ sang J but a (harp wit brings us out of all 
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«' dangers. In my younger days I plied alto- 
" getlier in the churches, not out of any religU 
./* ous zeal, and had been long ago carted, but 
^ that I never told tales, though they put rae 
" to the rack ; for I never confefled but when 
* our holy mother the church commands us. 
•• With this bulinefs, and my trade, I have made 
'* a fliift to maintain your mother as decently as 
•• I coufd." " You maintain me !" anfwcrcd my 
mother, in a great rage (for flic was vexed I 
could not learn to be a wizzard), '* it was I that 
" maintained you ; I brought you out of prifon 
•• by my art, and kept you there with my mo- 
•* ney. You may thank the potions I gave 
^ you for not confeffing, and not your own 
** courage. My good pots did the feat ; and 
*• were it not for fear I fliould be heard in the 
♦• ftreets, I would tell all the (lory, how I got in 
•* at the chimney, and brought you out at the 
'*• top of the houfc.** Her paffion was fo high, 
that (he would not have given over here, had 
not the ftring of a pair of beads broke, which 
were all dead men's teeth flie kept, for private 
ufes. I told them very pofiiively I would ap- 
ply myfelf to virtue, and go on in the good way 
I had propofed, and therefore defired them to 
put mc tft fchool, for nothing was to be done 
without jccadiog and writing. They approved 
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of what I faid, though they both muttered at it 
a while betwixt thcm« My mother fell to 
ftringing her dead men's teeth, and my father 
went away, as he faid, to trim one, I know not 
whether he meant his beard or his purfe. I was 
left alone, praiGng God that he bad given mt 
fuch ingenious parents, and fo zealous for my 
advancement, , ; ., 






■J 



CHAP. ! II. 



How, I went to School, and what happened to me there* 

'The next day my primmer was bought, and 
my fchoolmafter befpoke; I went to fchool, 
and be received me with a pleafant counte- 
nance, telling me I had the looks of a fliar^ 
lad, and witty. That he might not feem to.be 
<ini(laken in his judgment,'! took caretoleara 
^my leiTon well that morning* My maftcr mode 
^me Tit next to him, and appointed me a monitor 
'every day, becaufe I came firft, and went away 
-lafti ftaying. behind to run on fome errands foi 
my miftrefs, and thus I gained all their alfec* 
tions. They favoured me fo much, that all the 
other boys were envious* I made it my buli« 
'neftto keep company with gentlemen's fons, 
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above all others, but particularly with a fon of 
Don Alonfo Cpronel de Zunniga : I ufed td 
eat my afternoon's luncheon with him, went to 
his houfe every holiday, and waited on him 
upon other days. Tlie other boys, cither be- 
caufe I took no notice of them, or that they 
thought I aimed too hi..;h, were continually gi- 
ving of me nicknames relating to my fathefi^ 
trade. Some called me Mr. Scrape, others Mr. 
Tickle-Beard. One to cxcufe his envy would 
&y he hated me, becaufc my mother had fuck« 
led two little lillers of his in the night ; anothcri 
that my father had been fent for to his houfe 
to frighten away the verminc, for nothing was 
fafe where he came. Some, as I paiTed by, 
cried outi Cat } others, Pufs, Pufs, to fignify my 
clawing defcent. Another would fay, I threw 
rotten oranges at his mother when (he was cart* 
id. Yet for all their backbiting, I praife God 
my flioulders were broad enough to bear it ; 
and though I was out of countenance, yet I 
took no notice, but put all up, till one day a 
boy had the impudence to call me, fon of a 
wbore and a witch ; he fpoke it fo plain^ that 
though \ had^ been glad it had been better 
wrapped up, I took up a ftone,* and broke hit 
bead. Away I went, running as ilid as I could 
to my mother %q hide me, ..telling her all the 

14 ' 
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ftory. She faid, "It was very well done df 
•• you, and like yourfelf ; but you were in the 
*' wrong that you did not afk him who told 
^ him fo.*' Hearing what (he faid, and having 
always had afpiring thoughts, I turned to her, 
and faid, *' Mother, all that troubles me is, that 
*' fome of the (landers by told me 1 had no caufe 
'* to be difturbed at it ; and I did not a(k them 
" what they meant, becaufe he was fo young 
*' that faid it.*' I prayed her to tell me, whe* 
ther I could have given him the lie with a fafe 
confcience, or whether I was begot in a huddle, 
by a great many, or was the true fon of my 
father. She fmiled, and anfwered, ** God a-* 
"mercy, lad! are you fo cunning already, 
" you'll be no fool, you have fenfe enough ; 
" you did very well in breaking his head, for 
" fuch things are not to be faid, though never 
" fo true/' This (truck me to the heart, and I 
was fo very much out of countenance, that 1 
refolved, as foon as po(rible, to lay hold of all I 
could, and leave my father's houfe. However, 
I difl^emhled; my father went and cured the 
boy, all was made up, and I went to fchool 
ag&in. My mafter received me in an angry 
manner, till being told the occafion of tlie 
quarrel, his pa(fion was a(ruaged, coniidering 
the provocation givea me.: Pon Alonfo de 
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Xunniga's fon and I were very great all this 
while, becaufe he had a natural aflre(5lion for 
me ; and befides, I ufed to change tops and gigs 
with him, if mine were better than his ; I gave 
bin> any thing I had to eat, and never aiked for 
what he had ; I bought him pidures, I taught 
him to wreftle, played at leap frog with him^ 
and was fo obliging in all refpeifls, that the 
young gentleman^s parents obferving how fond 
he was of my company, would fend for me al- 
mod every day to dine and fup, and fometimes 
to flay all night with him. 
- It happened one day about Chriftmas, as we 
were going to fchool, that a counfellor, called 
Pontio de Auguirre, pafTed by ; little Don Di« 
ego feeing him, bid me call him Pontius Pilate, 
and run away when I had done. To pleafe mj 
friend, I did fo, and the man was fo afironted at 
it, that he fcdurcd after me as hard as he could, 
with a knife in his hand to ftab me, fo that I 
was forced to take fandluary in my matter's 
houfe, crying out with might and main. The 
man Was iti as foon as I : my mailer faved me 
from his ' doirig me any mifchief, promifing to 
^hip ihe, and was as good as his word, though \ 
Iny mjilreft, iH cdnfiHeration of the great 'fer-f 
.vice i £d^her, Interceded for me. He bid me 
tintifufs; ini crerjr Ifflh' he^ve mc. cried, ^*'Wifi ' 

Is 
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•* you ever call Pontius Pilate again ?" I an- 
fwered, ** No, Sir," every time he put the quc- 
ftion; and it wasfuch a warning to me, that 
dreading the name of Pontius Pilate, the next 
day, when we were ordered to fay our pray en, 
according to cutlom, coming to the belief (pray 
obferve the innocent cunning) inflead of faying 
he fuffered under Pontius Pilate, believing I was 
never more to name Pilate, I faid, He fuffered 
under Pontio de Auguirre. My mafter burft 
out a laughing at my fimplicity, and to fee how 
1 dreaded the lafhing ; and embracing me, pro* 
inifed to forgive the two firft whippings I fhould 
deferve ; which I took as a great favour of for* 
tune, addd kindncfs in him. . 

To be brief, twelfthtide came, and our mafter, 
to divert the boys, and make fport, ordered that 
there fliould be a king among us, and we caft 
lots for that honour among twelve he had ap« 
pointed for it. I was the lucky perfon it fell 
upon,, andfpoke to my father and mother to 
provide me fine clothes. When the day came, 
abroad I went upon a ftarved poor jade of a 
liqrfe, that fell down upon his knees at every 

ftep, bis back looked like a faw,. his neck like a 

• *.',•• • ^ >. ».■' 

: camel's,, but Cbmewhat longer ; his head like a 
jpig^^ only it bad but ;one eyei, and that moon^ 
JUiod} aUUus. plainly. &owed the knavery of 
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bis keeper, who made him do penance, and faft, 
cheating him of his provender. Thus I went, 
Swinging from fide to fide, like a jointed baby, 
with all the reft of the boy rafter me, tricked 
up as fine as fo many puppets^ till we came into 
the market-place, the very naming of it ,fcar^ 
me; and coming to the herb women's ftalls, the 
Lord deliver us from them, my horfe being half 
iftaryed, fnapped up a fmall cabbage, which no 
fooner touched his tc^th, but it^was^ down his 
ithroat, though j by rea&n of the; length of his 
ineck, it came not into his belly in a long time 
after. The herb-woman, like the reft; of thenii 
was an Jmpiident jade^ fet up the cry, the ptheps 
of the trade {locked about her, and among theqi 
-abundance of the fcoundrels of the market } aU 
thefe fell a pelting the poor king, with carrot 
and turnip tops, rotten oranges, and all.tho oflfals 
\of the marketr' Gon(idering.tbaenerQies/prce6 
.were all foot, and therefore I ougjit not (o charge 
them a-hprfeback^ I would have alighted ; : but 
my horfe received fuch a fiio^ ii) the head,* that 
as hC; went to rear, his ftrcngth iailiog him, we 
l>bth;came down. .into £l)§ kennel. .You n;ia»y 
imagine . what j a ^ condition I -was. m« . By ^his 
]time my fubjeds, 1;he;boys,.ha4; a^Ojiet^.^then). 
ielyes, with i^onQS,, and charging, th^ ^hf rlt>-wo« 
zaen, brokclwqflDf the^r hcad?,^,.,Foiain?XiEa}t, 

16 ^ 
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after my fall into the kennel, I was good for 
little, vnlefs it were to driv< all from me with 
ftink and naftinefs. The f fiicers coming up, 
feized two of the herb women and fome of the 
boys, fearching them for their weapons, which 
they took away, for fome had drawn daggers 
they wore for the greater (how, and fhort fwords. 
They came to me, and feeing no weapon about 
me, becaufe I had taken theni off, and put them 
into a houfe to be cleaned, with my hat and 
cloak, one of them aiked me for my arms ; I 
anfwered, that in that filthy condition, I had 
none but what were offenfive to the nofe alone. 
I cannot but acquaint you, good reader, by the 
by, that when they began to pelt me with the 
rotten oranges, turnip-tops, ^c. my hat being 
fluck with feathers, as they do the bawds in 
Spain when they cart them, I fancied they mif- 
took me for my mother, and thought they threw 
at her, as they^^had done fbyeral times before. 

r 

Thisfoolifh notion being got into my young 
head, I began to' cry out, '* Good women, 
^ though I wear feathers in my cap, I am none 
^ of Aldon^a Sat i mo de Rebillo, ihe is my 
•• mother ;** as if they could not perceive that 
-by myihape and face: However, the fright I 
was in may exccife my Ignorance^ efpecially con* 
fideiii^ the inisfortuiie camelo fuddenly ojpon 
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mei To return to the officer ; he would wil- 
lingly have carried me to prifon, but did not, 
becaufe he could not find a clean place to lay 
hold of me« for I was all over mire. Some went 
one way, and fome another, and I went diredly 
home from the market place, giving all I met 
by the way a moft belli (h perfume. As foon as 
I got home I told my father and mother all the 
ftory, who were in fuch a paflion to fee me in 
that nafty pickle, that they would have beat me. 
I excufed myfelf the befl I could, laying all the 
blame on the fkeleton jade they had provided 
for me to ride ; and linding nothing would ap« 
'p6afe them, left the houfe, and went away to 
fee my friend Don Diego, whom I found at 
home with a broken head,* and his parents fully 
refolved, for this reafon, that he (hould go to 
fchool no more. There was I informed^ that 
my fleed, finding himfelf in diftrefs, fummoned 
up all the ftrength he had to falute his enemies 
with his heels, but was fo weak, that he put oat 
his hips with the effort, and lay in the dirt ex- 
piring. Conlidering that all the fport was fpoiU 
ed, th6 mob alarmed, my parents ii^a rage, tny 
friend's 4iedd broken, and my horfe dead; I re- 
folved to go no more to fchool, nor to my h^ 
thet's houfe, but to flay and wait upon Don 
Diego,* br rather to bear' him coxxlpanyi ' whieh 
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his parents were well pleafed with, becaufe ihcit 
fon was To taken with me. I wrote to my father 
and mother, telling them, 1 had no need to go 
to fchool any longer, for though I could not 
\vrite a good band, that was no fault, becaufe it 
was more becoming me, who deGgned to be I 
gentleman, to write an ill one ; and therefore, 
from that time, I .renounced the fchool, to fave 
ithem charges, and their houfe, that they might 
.have no trouble with me. . I acquainted: thetQ 
where, and what pofl I was in, and that lihould 
fee them lio more, till they gave me leave. ; j 

• . . ; . • ; I . I J . , 1 
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. CH^IMII. , ; ., J 

< How I went to a Boafding-School, to wait u]^on Doi 
* ' F .• . Diego Corond. ;. ; 

!DoK AtoKso refolved to fefid bis fon to a board- 
ing-fchool ; both to wean him from bis tender 
keeping at homeland at the fame 'time to eaf^ 
himfelf of that care. He was informed there 
'W^sa matter of arts in Segovia, wbofe.name was 
Ca^ra,. that mad^ it his b.ufincfs ,tQ .))re.ed up 
. gentlemep*s Tons ;> thither : he (ent his, and me 

• * 

.;(o yvait on himt : The. j[i];{t Sunday, aft^r Lent 
t^p^.'Were bjrpught into thejlKAifc of famiae.*fQt 
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it 18 impoflible to exprefs the penury of the 
place. The mafter was a (keleton, a mere (hot- 
ten herringt or like a long flender cane, with ^ 
little head upon it» and red haired; fo that 
there needs no more to be faid to fuch as know 
the proverb, ** That neither cat nor dog of that 
<* colour are good/' His eyes alnioft funk into 
his head, as if he had looked through a perfpec- 
tive glafs, or the deep windows in a linen dra* 
per*s fliop ; his nofe turning up, and fomewhat 
flat, for the bridge was almoil carried away with 
an inundation of a cold rheum, for he never had 
the pox, becaufe it cofts money ; his beard had 
loft its colour for fear of his mouth, which be-> 
ing fo near, feemcd to threaten to eat it for 
mere hunger; his teeth had many oCthem for* 
faken him for want of employment, or elfe 
were banifhed for being idle livers ; his neck as 
long as a crane's, with the gullet (licking out fo 
far^ as if it had been compelled by nece(rity to 
ftart out for fuftenance ; his arms withered ; his 
hands like a bundle of twigs, each of them, 
taken downwards, looking like a fork or a pair 
of compafles; with long (lender legs.; He walk- 
ed . leifurely, and whenfoever he happened ,to 
move any thing fafter, his bone^ rattled like a 
pair of fnappersv His voice was weak and hoi- 
low; his beard buihy and long, for be never 
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trimmed to fave charges, though he pretended 

It was fo odious to him to feel the barber's hands 

all over his face, that he could rather die than 

endure it. One of the boys cut his hair. In 

fair weather he wore a thread- bare cap, an inch 

thick in greafe arid dirt, made of a thing that 

was once cloth, and lined in fcurf and dandruff. 

His cafTock, fome faid, was miraculous, for no 

man knew what colour it was of; fome feeing 

no (ign of hair on it, concluded it was made of 

frogs (kins ; others faid it was a mere ihadowi 

or a phantom ; near at hand it looked fome- 

what black, and at a diftance bluifli. He wore 

no girdle, cuffs nor band ; fo that his long hair 

and fcanty ihort caflbck made him look like the 

• meflenger of death. Each (hoe might have 

ferved for an ordinary coffin. As for his charn* 

ber, there was not fo much as a cobweb in it, 

the fpidcrs being all ftarved to death. He put 

Tpells upon the mice, for fear they fliould gnaw 

fome fcraps of bread he kept. His bed was on 

the floor, and he always lay upon one fide, for 

fear of wearing out the iheets } in ihort, he was 

"^^^^ the fuperlative degree of avarice, and the very 

^v« wphisofvfMt. Into this prodigy's hands I fell, 

and lived under him with Don Diego. The 

"night we came, he fhowed us our room, and 

Vnade us a ' ihort fpeecb, wfateh^^was no longer, 
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out of mere good huibandry. He told us hovr 
we were to behave ourlelves, and the next mom* ' 
ing we were employed till dinner time ; thi« 
ther we went, the mailers dined firft« and the 
fervants waited. The dining-room was as big 
as a half peck, five gentlemen eat in it at one 
table : I lor)ked about for the cat, and feeing 
none, a(ked a fervant, who was an old * (lander, 
and in his leannefs bore the mark of the board* 
ing Ichool, how it came they liad none ? The 
tears ftood in his eyes, and he faid, ** What do 
^ you talk of cats? Pray who told you that 
^ cats loved penance and mortification ? Your 
•* fat fides (how you are a new comer/' This,"" 
to me, was the beginning of forrow, but 1 was 
worfe feared, when I obferved that all thofe 
who were before us in the houfe, looked like fo 
many pidures of death. Mafter Cabra faid grace, 
and fat down, and they eat a meal, which bad 
neither beginning nor end. They brought the 
broth in wooden di(hes, but it was fo clear, that 
a man might have fcen to the bottom had it 
been ten fathom to it^ I obferved how eagerly 
they all dived down after a poor fingle pea that 
was in every di(h. Lvery lip he gave, Cabra 
eried. ** £y my troth ther< is no dainty like the 
^ olla, or boiled meat and broth. Let the world 
**' fay what it will, all the reft is mere gluttony 
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•* and extravagancy." As foon as the words 
were out of his mouth, he farted out all the 
porrenger of broth, faying, ** This is good for 
*' the health, and (harpens the wit/* A curfc 
on thee and thy wit, thought I, and at the fame 
time faw a fervant like a walking ghoil, and no 
more fubftantial, bring in a difh of meat, which 
looked as if he had picked it off his bones. A« 
mong it was one poor dray turnip, at whofe fight 
the mafter faid, ** What, have we turnips to- 
** day, no partridge is, in my opinion, to coni- 
^* pare to them. Eat heartily for I love to fee 
!• you cat." He gave every one fuch a wretch- 
ed bit of mutton, that I believe Jt all (luck tt) 
their nails, and between their teeth, fo that nd 
part of it ever went into; their bellies. Cabra 
looked on, and faid, *' Eat heartily, for it is a 
f* pleafure to me, to fee what good (lomachs you 
•• have." Pray do but think what a comfort 
this was for them, that were pining with hunger. 
When dinner was over, there remained fome 
fcraps of bread on the table, and a few bits of 
(kin and bones in the difii, and the mafter fuid, 
.*' Let this be left for the fervants ; they mud 
1^." dine too ; it is not for us to gormandize all.'* 
I A vengeance on thee, and may what thou haft 
; eaten choke thee, thou wretched mifer, thought 
Ijwhat a confternatioa have you put my guts 
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into. He gave thanks, and faid, ** Now let us 
<' give way to the fervants, and do you go ufe 
<* fome exercife until two of the clock, led your 
^ dinner do you harm.** I could no longer 
forbear laughing for my lifci but burft out into 
a loud fit. Pie was very angry, and bid me learn 
to behave myfelf modeftly, ripping up two or 
three old mouldy fcntences, and fo went his way. 
We fat down, and I feeing fuch (hort commons^ 
and hearing my guns roar for provender, being 
cunning and (Ironger than the reft, clapped both 
hands in the difli, as otKers did, and whipped 
down two fcraps of bread out of three there 
were left, and one (kin. The others began to 
mutter, and making a noife, in came Cabra^ 
faying, . " Eat lovingly together like brethren, 
'^ fince God provides for you, do not fall out, 
^* for there is enough for you all/' This faid, 
he returned to fun himfelf, and left us to ouiu 
felves. I declare it, there was one of thefe fer- 
vants, his name Surre, a Bifcayner, who had fo 
abfolutely forgot the way and method of eating, 
that he put a fmall bit of cruft, which fell to his 
fiiare, to his eyes twice, and knew not the third 
time how to carry it to his mouth. I alked for 
drink ; the reft, who had fcarce- broke their fad, 
. never thinking of it, and they gave me a diih 
•with fome water, whicl) I bad no fooner laid to 
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my lip$» but the (harp- gutted lad I fpoke of, 
fnatched it away, as if I had been Tantalus, and 
that the flitting river he (lands in up to the 
chin.7 1 got up from the table in mod forrowful 
maiTnrer, perceiving I was in a houfe, where they 
drank to the guts, but would not permit them 
to pledgee. I had occafion to untrufs, though I 
had not dined, and aiked an old (lander, for the 
neceflary houfe ; he anfwered he knew not 
where any was, ** There is no fuch thing," fuid 
he, *• in this houfe, you may eafe yourfelf any. 
^ where this one timi^, for you will never have 
^ occafion again as long as you (lay. 1 have 
^ been here two months, atid never did any 
^ fuch thing, after the firft day, when I parted 
^ with the fupper I had eaten at home/' It is 
impoifible to exprefs my trouble and concern; 
find confidering how little was like to go into 
sny belly, I duril not, though hard prefied, let 
go what was there already. 

Thus we paired on till night. Don Diego 
a(ked me how he fhould do to perfuade his guts 
that they had dined, for they would not believe 
it. That houfe was an bofpital of dizzy heads, 
proceeding from empty (lomachs, as others are 
offurfeits. Supper-time came, for afternoon- 
ings were never heard of there ; it was much 
fliorcer than the dinnerj and not mutton^ but a 
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little roafted goat, fure the devil could never 
have contrived worfe. Our ftarveling Mafter 
Cabra faid, '* It is very wholefome and benefit 
** cial to eat light fuppers, that the ftomach may 
'' not be overburdened ;*' and then he quoted 
feme curfed pbyfician, that was long fiiice in 
hell. He extolled fpare diet» alleging that it 
prevented uneafy dreams, though he knew that 
in his houfe it was impoi&ble to dream of any 
thing but eating. Our maflers and we Tupped^ 
but in reality none of us fupped. We went to 
bed, and neither Don Diego nor I could deep 
one wink all that night, for he lay contriving 
how to complain to his father, that he might 
remove him, and I advifing him fo to do ; and 
at lull I laid to him, *' Pray, Sir, are you fure 
** we are ahve, for, to tell you the truth, I have 
** a ilrong fancy thr^t we were flain in the battle 
*' with the hcib- women, and are now fouls fu£> 
•* fering in purgatory, in which cafe it will be 
'* to no purpofe to talk of your father's fetching 
** us away, without he has our fouls prayed out 
!* of this place of punilhment." Having fpent 
the whole night in this difcourfci we got a little 
Dap towards morning, till it was time to rile; 
fix o'clock ftruck, Cabra aiUed, and we all went 
tofcbopl; but when I went to drcfs me, nijr 
doublet was two bandfuls jtoo big ; and my 
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breeches, which before were clofe, now hung fo 
loofe as if they had been none of my own. My 
very teeth were already all furred, and looked 
as yellow as amber ; fuch a wonderful change 
had one day wrought. When we came to 
fchool, I was ordered to decline fome nouns, 
and was fo wonderful hungry, tiiat I eat half 
my words, for want of more fubftantial diet 
Any man will eafily believe this, who does but 
bear what Cabra*s man told me, which was, that 
at his firft coming he faw two great Flanders 
geldings brought into the houfe, and two days 
after they went out perfedl racers, fo light, that 
the very wind would carry them away j that he 
faw maftiff dogs come in, and in lefs than three 
bours they went out converted into greyhounds: 
That one Lent, he faw abundance of men, fome 
thrufting their heads, fome their feet, and fome 
their whole body, into the porch ; and this con- 
tinned a long time, very many people flocking 
from all parts to do fo ; and that he aiking one 
day, what could be the meaning of it, Cabra 
was very angry, but one in the crowd anfwer- 
ed. Some of thofe people are troubled with chiU 
blains, others with the itch, and others with lice, 
all which diftempers and vermine died as foon as 
they came into that houfe, fo that they never 
felt theoTmore* He aflured me. this was very 
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true, and I, who was acquainted with the 
houfe, believe it, which I am fain to take no* 
(ice of, left what I fay fliould be looked upon 
as an hypcrbQle. 

I To return to the fchool, he fet us cur leifon, 
and we conned it, and fo we went on in the 
fame courfe of life I have here delivered, only 
that our mafter added bacon in the boiling of 
his pot, becaufe going abroad one day, he was 
told, that, to boil meat without bacon, beto« 
kencd a fcandalous race defcendcd either from 
Moors or Jews. For this reafon he provided a 
fmail tin cafe, all fqll of holes, like a nutmegs- 
grater, which he opened, and put in a bit of ba- 
con that filled it ; then flmtting the box clofe, 
bung it with a ilring in the pot, that fome re- 
U(li of it might come through the holes, and 
the bacon remain for the next day. Afterwards 
he thought this too great an cxpcnce, and there- 
fore for the future only dipped the bacon into 
the pot. It is eafy to guefs what a life we led 
with this fort of diet and ufagc. Don Diego 
and I were in fuch a mifcrable ct)ndition, that 
fmce we could find no relief as to eating, after 
a month was expired, we contrived, at laft, not 
to rife fo early in the morning, and therefore re- 
folved to pretend we were fick, but not fever- 
• lib, becaufe that cheat we thought w^ould be 
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eaflly difcovered. The head or toothach were 

inconliderable diftempers ; at laft we faid we 

bad the gripes, and were fick for want of going 

to ftool in three days, believing, that rather 

than be at a penny charges, our mafter would 

apply no remedy. The devil ordered worfe 

than we expeded, for Cabra had an old receipt, 

which defcended to ^ him by inheritance from 

his father, who was an apothecary. As foon as 

he was told our diftemper, he prepared a clyfter, 

and fending for an old aunt of his, threefcore 

and ten years of age, that fcrved him for a nurfe 

upon occafion, ordered her to give each of us a 

potion backwards. She began with Don Die* 

go ; the poor wretch flirunk up, and the old 

ja'ie being blind, and her hands (baking, inllead 

of giving him it inwardly, let it fly betwixt hii 

Ibirt and his buck up to his very poll ; fo that 

became an outward ornament, wliich fliould 

have ferved for a lining within. The young 

man cried out ; in came Cabra, and feeing what 

had happened, ordered I (hould be ferved next, 

and they would come again to Don Diego. I 

was dreffing myiclf very haftily ; but all would 

not do, for Cabra and others held me, whilft 

the old woman gave it me ; but I, to requite 

her kindncfs« returned it all into her face. Ca« 

bra was in a rage with me, and faid he would 

■3 
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turn me out of his houfe, for he plainly tavr it 
was all a cheat ; but 1 was not fo fortunate.. 
We complained to Don Alonfo, and Cabra 
rfl2idt him believe we did it out of idlenefs, be- 
caufe we would not mind our book. Thus all 
our hopes and entreaties came to nothing ; our 
mafter took the old woman into the houfe^ to 
drefs the meat^ and look after the boarders, 
•turning away his man, becaufe he fpied fome 
crumbs of bread on his coat upon a Friday 
morning. Only God knows how we were 
plagued with the old woman. She was fo deaf* 
that (he heard nothing, but underftood by iigns, 
though Ihe Was half blind; and fuch an ever- 
lading prayer,' that one day the ftring of her 
beads broke over the pot as it was boiling, and 
our broth came to table fandified. Some faid 
thefc' are certainly black Ethiopian peafe j 
others cried they were in mourning, and won- 
dered what rdation of theirs was dead. Our 
mafter happened to bite one of them, and it 
^pleafed God he broke his teeth. 
• On Fridays the old woman would drefs us 
^fome eggs, but fo full of her reverend grey hairs, 

* • 

that they appeared no lefs aged than herfelf. It 
was a common pradlice with her to dip the fire* 
ihovel into the pot inftead of the ladle, and to 
' ferve up porrcngers o^ broth fluffed with coals. 
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Tcrmine, chips, and the hurds of flax fhe ufed to 
fpin, all which flie threw in to flU Up and cram 
the guts. In this mifery we continued till the 
next Lent, at the beginning of which one of 
our companions fell fick. Cabra, to fave char- 
ges, delayed fending for a phyfician, till the pa* 
tient was juft giving up the' ghoft, and defired 
to prepare for another world ; then he called a 
young quacki who felt his pulfe, and faid, Hun* 
ger had been beforehand with him, and pre* 
vented his killing that man. Thefe were his 
lail words ; the poor lad died, and was buried 
meanly, becaufe he was a ilranger. This (Iruck 
a terror into all that lived in the houfe ; the dif- 
mal flory flew all about the town, and came at 
lad to Don Alonfo CoronePs ears, who having 
no other fon^ began to be convinced of Cabra's 
inhumanity, and to give more credit to the 
words of two mere fliadows, for we were no 
better at that time. He came to take us from 
the boarding.fchool,, and aflced for us, though 
we flood before him ; fo that finding us in fuch 
a deplorable condition, he gave our pinch- gut 
mafter fomc hard words. We were carried 
away in two chairs, taking leave of our famifli* 
ed companions, who foUqwed us, as far as they 
could, with their;, eyes; and wifties, lamenting 
ind bewailing, as thofc dq \vhojremain flavcs at 
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Algiers, when their other aflbciates are ranfom* 



CHAP, IV. 

Don Dicgo and his Man refcued from the Jaws of Famiae, 
and rccoveredy are fent to the Univerfity of Alcala } their 
pleafant Adventure by the way. 

When we came to Dor» Alonfo*s houfe, they 
laid us very gently into two beds, for fear of 
rattling our bones, they were fo bare with ftar-> 
ving ; then with magnifying glaflcs, they be- 
gan to fcarch all about our faces for our eyes, 

and were a long time before they could find 

* 

out mine, becaufe I had fuffercd mod, being 
treated like a fervant, and confequently mine 
was fuperlative hunger. FhyGcians were call- 
ed, who ordered the dud Ihould be wiped off 
our mouths with fox- tails, as if we had been^ 
paintings ; and indeed we looked like the pic« 
ture of death ; and that we fliould be nourifh- 
ed with good broths and light meats, for fear of 
overloading our weak ftomachs. Who can be 
able to exprefs the rejoicing there was in our 
guts, the tirft good foup that we tafted, and af- 
terwards when we came to eat fome fowl ? All 
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thefc things to them were unknown novelties. 

The dodtors gave order, that for nine days no* 

body fhould talk in our chamber, becaufe our 

flomachs were fo empty, that the leaft word re* 

turned an echo in them. Thefe and fuch like 

precautions ufed, caufed our fpirits to return to 

us in fome meafure ; but our jaws were fo tan* 

ned and flirivelled up, that there was no ftretch- 

ing of them, and therefore care was taken that 

they (hould be every day gently forced out, 

and, as it were, fet upon the laft with the bot* 

torn of a peftle. In a few days we got up to 

try our limbs, but dill we looked like the flia- 

dows of other men, and fo lean and pale, as if 

vre were lineally defcended from the fathers in 

the defert. We fpent the whole day in praifing 

God for having dehvered us out of the clutches 

of the mod inhumane Cabra, and offered up our 

earned prayers, that no Chriftian might ever 

full into that miferable thraldonii. If ever, when 

w6 were eating, we happened to think of the 

miferable boarding- fchool table, it made us'fo 

hungry, that we devoured twice as much as at 

any other time. We ufed to tell Don Alonfo, 

how, when Cabra fat down to table, he would 

inveigh againft gluttony, though he never knew 

any thing of it in his life ; and he laughed hear- 

lily, when wt informed him, tbati in fpeaking 
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of the commandment *'Thou flialt not kill/* 
be made it extend to partridges and capons, 
and fuch other dainties as never came within 
his doors, and even to killing of hmiger, which 
be certainly counted a heinous fin, and there* 
fore had an averfion againft all eating. W^e 
were threes whole months upon our recoverj^, 
and at the end thereof Don Alonfo began to 
think of fending his fon to Alcala, to finifh his 
Humanity. He afked me whether I would go^ 
and I thinking I could never be far enough 
from that inhumane monfter of mifery and fa* 
mine, offered to ferve his fon faithfully, as ex* 
pericncc fliould fliow. He provided him ano*^ 
ther fervant, in the nature of a (lewardi to look 
to him, and give an account of the money he 
fent for his expences, by bill upon one Julian 
Merluzza. We put all our equipage into a cart 
belonging to one Diego Monge ; it confided of 
a ftnall bed for our mafter, and a truckle bed to 
run under it, for me and the ileward, whofe 
name was Aranda, five quilts, four pair of iheets, 
eight pillows, four hangings, a trunk of Unen, 
and other furniture for a houfe. We went our« 
felves into a coach in the evening, a little be* 
fore nig;htfall, and about midnight came to the 
ever accurfed lone inn of Viveros. The inn* 
keeper was of Moorifii race, and a^ downright , 

K3. 
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thief; and all my life I never faw cat and dog 
fo peaceable as that day. He received us very . 
lovingly, becaufe he and the carters went fnacks, 
for we travelled fo flowly, that they were there 
before us. He came to the coach-iide, gave 
me his hand to alight, and allied me, ** Whe- 
•• ther I was going to the univerfity ?" I told 
him I was. He put me into the houfe, where 
two fliarpers were with fome wenches, a curate 
praying by them, an old covetous fhopkeeper 
endeavouring to fpare his fupper, and two fcoun- 
drcl fiiabby fcholars, contriving how to fill their 
bellies free coft. My mafter, as being the lad 
comer, and but a boy^ faid, *' Landlord, get 
'* Vvhat you have in the houfe for me and two 
" fcrvants.*' " We are all your fcrvants, Sir," 
faid the fharpers, ** and will wait on you. Here, 
J' landlord, take notice, this gentleman will fa- 
'* tisfy ; fetch out all you have in the larder.** 
This fatd, one of them flcpped up to Don Die- 
go, and taking off his cloak, laid it by, faying, 
•• Pray, Sir, 'fit down and reft you." This puf- 
fed me up fo full of vanity, that the inn was 
too little to hold me. One of the damfds fuid, 
** What a curious fhaped gentleman it is ; is he 
** going to his Itudies ? Are you his fervant, 
•• Sir ?" I fancying that every word they faid 
wasfincere^ anfwcred» '^ That I and the other 
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" were both his fervants.*' They allied me. his 
namei and It was fcarce out of my mouth, be- 
fore one of die fcbolars went up to him, with"^ 
tears in his eyes, and embracing him, as if he 
bad been his brothier, faid, *' O my dear Don 
•* Diego, who would have thought, ten yean 
*; ago, to have fecn you thus : Unhappy man, 
^* I am' in fuch a condition that you will not 
" know me." My mafter and I were both 
amazed, and fwore we had never feen him in 
our days. The fcholar's companion dared Don 
Diego in the face, and faid to his friend, *^ Is 
'^ this the gentleman of whofe father you told 
" me fo many flories ; it is extraordinary fortu- 
'* nate that we have met him, and know him ; 
" he is grown very tall ; God blefs him." With 
this he began to blefs himfelf, and feemed fo 
overjoyed, that any man would have thought 
we had been brought up together. Don Diego 
made him many compliments ; and as he was 
aCking him his name, out came the innkeeper/ 
and l^id the cloth ; and underilanding the ban* 
ter, faid, ** Let that alone, and talk of it after 
•* fuppcr, for the meat will be cold." One of 
the (harpers (lepped up, and fct (tools for every 
body, and an arm*chair for Don Diego ; the 
other of them brought in a di(h» The fcholars^ 
faid,. «^ Do you fup, Sir» and whilft^they drefir 
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** what the houfe affords for us, we will wait 
•• on you at table," " God forbid/' anfwercd 
Don Diego^ ** pray, gentlemen, fit down if you 
*' pleafc." The fliarpers, though he did not 
fpeak to them, readily anfwered, " Prefently, 
•• good Sir ; all is not ready yet." When I faw 
fome invited, and the others invite themfelves, 
my heart was in my mouth, and I dreaded what 
came to pafs ; for the fcholars laying hold of 
the falad, which was a good difhful, and look- 
ing upon my mafter, faid, ** It would be unrea* 
** fonable that thefe ladies (hould be left fupper*. 
** lefs, where a gentleman of fuch quality is ; 
** pray, Sir, give them leave to take a bit." 
My mafter, like a true cully, . invited them to 
partake. They fat down, and between the 
fcholars and them there was but one fiogle let«. 
tuce of all the falad left in a trice, which lad 
bit Don Diego had ; and as the damned (lu- 
dent gave it him, he faid, ** Sir, you had a 
** grandfather, who was my father's uncle, that 
** fwooned at .the fight of a lettuce, he was a 
^ man of fuch an odd difpofition." This faid, 
he tumbled down a brick of bread, and his com- 
panion did the hke. The damfels had made a 
great hole in a good loaf ; but yet the poor cu« 
yate eat more than all of them with his eyes and 
^f UUcSj^ tlj)^ Iharper bringing i^ a whole fide of 
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kid roafted, and a di(h of pigeons and bacon 
boiled, took their places at the table, faying to 
the pried, ** Why father, what makes you ftand 
*Uhcre? draw near and reach a bit^ fur Don 
** Diego treats us all/' No fooner were tlie 
words fpoken, but he fat down. When my 
mailer perceived that they had nil intruded up« 
on him, he began to be much concerned. They 
divided the fpoil, giving Don Diego fome few- 
bones to pick, the reft the curate and tlie others 
devoured. The iharpers faid, *' Fray, Sir, do • 
** not eat too much fupper, left it docs you < 
^ harm ;** and the curfed fcholar anfwcred, . 
'* Befides, Sir, you muft begin to pra<!lifc to be * 
'' abftemious, confidering the life you arc to^ 
" lead at Alcala.'' I and the other fervant 
prayed heartily that God would put it into their 
hearts to leave fomething ; and when they had ' 
devoured every bit, and the curate was picking ; 
the bones over again, one of the (harpers turn* 
ed about, and fuid, ** God blefs us, we have left 
** nothing for the fervants ; come hither gentle* 
<* men. Here, landlord, give them all the houfe ' 
••affords ; take this piftole to pay for it.** Up i 
darted immediately my mafter's confounded 
imaginary kin fman, I teean the fcholar, faying, 
•• With your leave, good Sir, I muft tell you, . 
'• Ii&ar your, breeding is not much ; it is* a figa: 
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" you are not acquainted with my coulin j he 
** will provide for his own fervants and for ours 
'^ too, if we had any, as he has done for us/* 
" Be not in a paffion, Sir/' replied the other, 
•• we did not know fo much before." When I 
faw all this fly diffimulation, I began to curfe 
them, and thought I fliould never have done. 
The cloth was taken away, and they all defired 
Don Diego to go to bed. He would have paid 
for the fupper, and they anfwered, In the morn« 
ing will be time enough. They flayed a while 
chatting together ; my mafler aflced the fcholar 
his name, and he anfwered, Don fomething Co- 
lonel. The devil confound the deceitful dog, 
"wherefoever he is. Then perceiving that the 
griping fliopkeeper was afleep, he faid, '* Will 
**you have a little fport, Sir, to make you 
** laugh? Let us put fome trick upon this fel- 
^ law, who has eaten but one pear upon the 
^ road, and is as rich as a Jew.** The fliarpers 
cried, ^ God- a- mercy, Mafter Licentiate, do fo, 
'* it is but reafon.'* With this approbation he 
drew near the poor fleeping old fellow, and 
flipped a wallet from under his feet, untied it, 
and took out a box, all the company flocking 
about, as if it had been lawful prize taken in 
war. ! He opened it, and found it full of L6* 
zenges ; all which he took out, and fupplied 
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thtit place with (tones, chips, and any rubbiih 
that came next to hand. Then he^afed him* 
felfa-topof all that, and over the excrement 
laid about a dozen of little glittering (loner 
there are among fome fine lime in Spain, with 
which they plader the outddes of houfes, and it 
glitters in the fun like bits of glafs. This done, 
be (hut up the box, and faid, I have not done 
yet, for he has a leather bottle, out of which he 
poured all the wine, only fome little he left in' 
the bottom, and then (luffed it up with toW 
and wool, and (lopped it. The fcholar put all' 
again into the wallet, and a great (lone into the' 
hood of his travelling coat, and then he and all 
the refl weilt to bed, to fleep about an hour or* 
little more. 

• When it was time to fet out,* all the company 
waked and got up, , and dill the old man deep- 
ed; they called him, and he could not get up 
for the weight of the done that was in his hood; 
He looked to fee what it was, and the innkeep- 
cr pretended to quarrel with him, faying, " God 
•♦is my life, could you pick up nothing elfe to 
^ carry away, father, but this done; I had been ■ 
** finely ferved, gentlemen, if 1 had not difcc 

• 

^* vered it ; I value it above an hundred crowns 
" becaufe it is good for the pain- in the (lo- 
^mwh.'^ The old man fwore and bannedi thab* 

K6. 
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be bad not put it into his hood, the fharpera 
reckoned up the bill| which came to fix crowns; 
but the beil arithmetician in Chriftendom could 
never have made out that fum. The fcholars 
a(ked what fervice they could do us at Alcala ; 
the reckoning was paid, we breakfafled, and the 
old man took up his wallet ; but for fear we 
ihould fee what he had in it, and fo he might 
be obliged to diilribute any, he untied it in the 
dark under his great coat, and laid hold of a bit 
of lime well daubed, which he clapped into his 
mouthi and going to cranch it with a tooth and 
a half he had, was like to lofe them both. He 
began to fpit» and make faces, what with the 
pain, and what with the loathfome bit he had 
put into his mouth. We all went up to him, 
and the curate among the firft, alking, What 
ailed him ? He began to curfe and fwear, drop- 
ped down the wallet, and the fcholar came up 
tohim^ faying, '' Go behind me, Satan, here 
" is. the crofs.'* The other opened a breviary, 
and would perfuade him he was poflefled, till 
at laft he told what ailed him, and begged they 
would give him leave to wafli his mouth with 
fome wine he had in his leather bottle. They 
let him go, he opened his bottle, and pouring 
into a fmall difh, out came a little wine, fo 
fiairy an4 iuU of tow, that ther? was no drink- 



**. 



THE SPANISH SHARPER* 205 

iog, or enduring the fight of it. Then the old 
man fell a raving beyond meafure, but feeing 
all the company bur ft their fides with laughing* 
he was fain to grow calm, and get up into the 
v/aggon with the (harpers and wenches. The 
curate and fcholars mounted on afles, and we 
went into the coach. We were fcarce gone 
from the door, before they all began to banter 
and ridicule us, declaring the trick they had 
put upon us. The innkeeper cried, ** Good 
** mafter frefh-water fcholar, a few of thefe 
'^ handfels will make you old and wife/* The 
curfed fcholar faid, ** Pray, coufin, the next 
*^ time fcratch when it itches, and not aflter- 
** wards.*' In (hort, every one had his faying ; 
but we thought beft to take no notice, thought 
God knows, we were quite out of countenance* 
At length we got to Alcala, and alighted at an 
inn, where we fpent all that day, for we came 
in at nine in the morning, in reckoning up the 
particulars of our laft fupper, but could never 
• make out the account. 
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CHAP. V. 

Our entrance into Alcala, the Reception we had, paying 
for our Freedoms and what Tricks they put upon me, ai 
' being. a New Comer* 

... ..." • ^ 

Towards the evening, before it was dark, we 
left the inn, to go to the houfe that bad been 
hired for us, which was without St. James's 
Gate, in a court full of abundance of fcholars ; 
but in our houfe there were only three families 
of us.; 'The owner, or landlord of it, was one 
of thofe who believe in God out of complaifance, 
or only in outward fliow, fuch as they vulgarly 
called Morifco's, becaufe defcended from the 
Moors ; for there are abundance of this fort of 
people, and of tl^ofe that have great nofts, and . 
cannot endure the fcent of bacon. Yet I do 
not by this mean to refledt upon the people of 
quality, which are there very numerous, and 
unfpotted in blood. The landlord received uie 
with a worfe countenance, than if I had been an • 
inquifitor; I know not whether he did it to 
make us refpedt him the, more, or whether it was * 
the nature of the bead, for it is no wonder they 
fhould be ill natured who are of fuch bajd prin- 
ciples. We brought in our goods, made the 
b^di, and reiled that night. When it was day. 
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all the fcbolars in the hbufe came in their (hirts 
to demand entrance-money of my mailer. He 
being an utter ftranger to that affair, afked me. 
What it was they would be at ? whiUt I at. the 
fame time, for fear of what might happen, thruft 
xnyfelf between two quilts, with only half my*' 
bead out, like a tortoife. They demanded a 
couple of crowns, which were given them ; and 
they fet up a hellifli cry, finging, ** Long live 
•< our companion, and let him be admitted into 
** our friendihip ; let him enjoy all the privi* 
*' leges of a freeman, and be allowed to have 
** the itch, to be greafy, and as hungry as we 
•* are." v'This faid, pray obferve the privileges ; 
they all tumbled down the (lairs, we drefled our« 
felves, and fet out for the fchools. My mafter 
was conduced by fome collegians, his father -s 
friends, and fo took his place in the fchool; but 
1 being to go to another place, went all alone, 
and began to quake for fear. I had fcarce fet 
my foot into the great court, before they all 
f ifaced me, and began to cry, " A novice.** The 
better to colour the matter, I fell a laughing, as 
if I had npt regarded it ; but it availed me not, 
for eight or nine of them {landing about me be« 
gan to grin and laugh out. I blufhed ; would 
to God I had not,^ for immediately one that was 
next me clapped bis hand to bis nofe, and ftep« 

4 
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pingaiide, faid, ** This Lazarus is not raifed 
^ from the dead, he (links fo/' Then they alt 
ftood olTi (lopping their nofes. 1 thinking to 
efcape tha.t way, bejd mj nofe too, and (aid, 
^ You are in the right, gentlemen, here is a 
^ great (link/* They all burd out a laughing, 
and getting farther off, gathered about an bun* 
dred (Irong. They began to hauk, and give the 
alarm with their throats, and by their cough. 
ing, and opening and fliutting of tlieir mouths, 
I perceived they were preparing a volley of 
glanders for me. By this time a brawny bump, 
kin-fcholar, who had got a cold, faluted me 
with a dreadful one, faying, " Thus I begin.** 
Seeing myfelf beyond all hope of redrefs, cried 

out, I vow to God you fliall 1 would have 

fpoke out the reft, but there fell fuch a loath- 
fome fliower upon me, that I could not utter a 
word more. 1 had covered my face with my' 
cloak, and (lood fuch a fair mark, that they 
all (hot at me; and no doubt but it was worth' 
while to fee how they took their aim. By this' 
time I was daubed all over from head to foot ; , 
but a fly dog obferving that I was covered, and< 
had nothing ou my face, came running towards « 
me, crying out, as if he had been in a pafllon, . 
^Enough; do not murder' him/' I thinking 
by their iifage that they had really defigned it, . 
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uncovered myfelf, to fee how the cafe ftood, and 
that very moment the villain, who made all that 
noife, fliot a glander juft betwixt my two eyes». - 
Confider what an anguiih I was in ; the helU 
hounds gave fuch a (hout, that it quite amazed 
me ; and I concluded, from their cleanfing of 
their Aomachs upon me, that, to fave the charge 
of apothecaries and do<flors, they took the ad« 
vantage of new comers to purge themfelves. 
After all this, they would have necked me as 
they do rabbits to kill them ; but there was no 
touching mci without carrying off fome part of 
their loathfome bounty^ which hung all about 
my wretched cloak, then turned grey with filthy 
though it came in black. They left me, look- 
ing all over like an old man's fpitting-Iheet. I 
went home, though 1 fcarce knew the way; 
and it was good luck that this happened in the 
morning, for I met but two or three boys, who, 
I believe, were good natured, for they only 
threw half a dozen dirty clouts at me, and went 
their ways. I got into the houfc, and the Moor« 
ifli landlord feeing me, fell a laughing, and made 
ihow as if he would have fpit upon me ; which 
I dreading, cried put, '* Hold, landlord^ for I 
" am not the pi^ure of Chrift.'* Would to God 
I had never faid it, for he laid me on feveral 
pounds with the weights he had in his hand.. 
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Having got this good help, befides all the reft, 
though half revenged, I went * up, and was a 
long time before I could find oiit where to take * 
holdof my cloak or t'aflbck. At lafl I took 
f hem oflf, hanged them up in a gallery, apd laid 
me down upon the bed. 

My mailer coming in found me adcep, and 

not knowing of my loathfome difafter, was in a 

•paflion, and fell a tugging me by the hair fo fu«' 

rioufly, that had I not waked immediately, he 

had made me bald before my time. I flarted 

up, crying out, and complaining,^ and he flill 

more paflionate, faid, is this the fervice 1 am to 

expedt from you, Paul! I mu(l turn a new card.* 

This went to my heart, and I anfwcred, " You' 

*• are a great comfort to me, Sir, in my afflic-' 

** tions ; do but fee what a condition that cloak' 

'* and caflbck are in, which have ferved for 

M handkerchiefs to the (ilthieft nofcs, and fplt«' 

** ting*(heets to the fouleft throats that ever 

** poifoned clean linen.'* This faid, I fell, a- 

weeping; which he perceiving, believed me, 

looked for the caflbck, and feeing it, took pity 

came, and faid, " Paul, look out* fliarp, and *^ 

^^ take care of yourfelf, •for you have no father 

•• or mother to take your part here." * I told 

him all that had befallen me, and he ordered 

me to ftrip, and go to my chamber^ where four 
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iervants of the other lodgers in the houfe lay. 
I went to bed and flcpt, and being refreflied 
with that and a good fupper, I found myfelf as 
well as if nothing had happened to me. But 
when misfortunes begin to fall, there is fuch a 
feries of them linked together, as if they' would ^ 
never have an end. The other fervants came 
to bed, who all faluted and afked me, Whether 
I was fick, and what made me fo foon a-bed ? 
I told them the whole ftory ; and immediately^ 
as if they had been innocence itfclf, they began 
to blcfs themfelves, and faid, ** Was there ever 
*'fuch wickednefs afted? This would not be." 
^tolerated among infidels." Another cried, 
'* The proftors are in the fault, that they do not 
''take care to prevent it. Shall you know 
^ '* them again ?'* I anfwcred, I iliould not, and 
thanked them for the kindnefs they feemed to 
(how me. This difcourfe held till they (tripped, 
went to bed, put out the candle, and 1 fell a* 
(leep, as if I had been with my mother and bro« , 
thers. It was about twelve of the clock, 1 be- 
lieve, when one of them waked me, roaring out 
in a difmal manner, '* Help, Help, they kill me, 
*' thieves !" At the fame time there was a noife 
in hb bed of talking and lafhes. I held up my 
head, and faid, ** What is the matter there ?*' 
As foon as ever I uncovered myfelf, they laid 
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me on the back mth mighty cat and nine*tails. 
I cried out, and would have got up ; the other 
complained as much as I, but they only flogged 
ine. I called out to God for vengeancei but 
the laihes fell fo thick upon me^ they having 
pulled all the clothes off me, that 1 had no 
other refuge but to creep under the bed. 1 did 
fo, and immediately the other three, who fecm* 
ed to Heep, began all to roar out, and I hearing 
the ladies dill, concluded that fome (Irangcr 
fcourged us all. In the meanwhile the helU 
bound that was ne3^t me, ikipped into my bed. 
This done the laflics ceafed, and all four of 
(hem got up, crying out amain, ** It is a great 
^ villany, and not be endured." Still I )ay un« 
der my. bed, whining like a dog that is pinched 
in a door, and flirinking myfelf all up, as if I 
had been drawn together by the cramp. The 
others made as if they had (hut the door ; then 
I crept out, got into my bed again, and aflcing, 
whether any of them was hurt, they all corn- 
plained bitterly. I lay down, covered myfelf 
up warm, and fell afleep again ; and happening 
to tumble about in my deep, when I waked, I 
found myfelf all daubed up to my very neck. 
They all got up, and 1 pleaded, the flogging for 
an cxcufo to lie a*bcd. Thedevilhlmrelf could 
OQt tura me from one fide. I was full orcon^ 
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furion, confldering whether the fright and dir. 
order had occafioned my committing th^t bead- 
line(s» or whether I did it in my fleep. In (hort 
I wa« innocent and guilty at the fame time, and 
knew not what excufe to make for myfelf. My 
chamber-fellowd drew near to me, complaining, 
and flily afked me how I did; I anfwered/l was 
very ill ; for I had been cruelly laflied ; and in^ 
quired of them, What the meaning of it could 
be? They replied, «« We will anfwer for it, who- 
« focvcr it was fliall not carry it to hearen, nor 
"hell; for the cunning man will tell us all; 
** but waving that, let us fee whether you aw 
•* not hurt, for you made a piteous complaint." 
So faying, they went about to take off the bed. 
clothes, to cxpofe me. By this time my matter 
came in, faying, " Shall I never make any good 
"of you, Paul? It is eight of the clock, and 
" you are a-bed aill. Rife, you fliamelefs fcoun- 
" drel." The knaves, the better to impofe up* 
6n me, told Don Diego the whole ftory» and dc- 
iTired him to let me reft j but one of them added, 
** If you will not believe me, Sir, let us fee, bro- 
*«ther;" and then he laid hold of the bed- 
clothes to uncover me. I held faft with teeth 
tod hands, for fear of difcovering the filthy fe- 
cret ; and when they found that way would not 
do» one of them cried, «* Ads bobs, whataftink 
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•• is here." * Don Diego faid fo too/ becaufe it 
was matter of fadt ; and then they all began to 
look about the room, whether there was ever a 
clofe-ftool, or other filth, fayingi there was no 
enduring of the place ; and one of them added; 
** We (hall have a fine time of it» to ftudy in 
^* this room/' They looked into the beds, and 
removed them all; to fee under, and then (aid, 
•* Doubtlefs there is fomething under Paul's bed, 
** let us remove him into one of ours, and look 
•• there." I perceiving this was like to be un- 
avoidable, and that they were juft going to lay 
hands on nie, pretended I had a fit of the falling* 
ficknefs, laid about me on all hands, and made 
ftrange faces. * They underftanding the cheat, 
took the fader hold of me, crying, '* What a 
^ pity it is." Don Diego held and pulled by 
my middle finger, accounted a help in that di- 
(temper ; and fo at length, between them all 
five they raifed me up; and when they laid open 
the (heets, all fmeared and daubed from the 
head to the feet, they bur(l out into fuch a loud 
laughter, that the room ecchoed. *' Voor lad,-' 
cried the impudent fcoundrcls, whilft I pretend- 
ed to be in a fwoon, '' pull him hard,; Sir, by 
*'. that middle finger ;" and my mailer thinking 
he did me fome fignal fervice, tugged till he put 
it oift of joint. The others propofed cramping 
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jxiy thighs, to fetch me to myfelf, faying, •« Ahs, 
'^ poor lad, no doubt but he befouled himfelf 
" juft now when the fit came upon him.** It is 
impoflible to exprefs the anguifli I was in, what 
with fliame, what with my finger that was dif- 
jointed, and what with tiie dread of being cramp* 
ed. At length, fearing they would really put 
that yillany in execution, for they had really 
put cords about my thighs, I made as if I came 
to myfelf ; yet I was not fo quick, but that the 
rogues being knaviflily bent, had whipped the 
cords about my thighs, and tugged fo hard, that 
they funk them an inch into my flelb. Then 
they left me, crying, " Blefs us, what a puny 
•* creature you are." I cried for mere vexation, 
and they archly faid, •* Hold your peace, your 
" betraying yourfelf is the leaft concern, your 
" health is all." This done, they waflied me, 
laid me in the bed again, and went their way. 
Being left alone, I lay and confidered, that what 
I bad endured in. one day at Alcala, was worfe 
.than all my fufferings under Cabra at the board- 
ing.fchool. At noon I drefled me, cleaned my 
cloak and caflbck the bed I could, w^fliing it 
like an old clout, and waited for my mafier, 
;\vhp, when he came, :a(ked me, ** Howl did?'* 
All the family dined, and fo.did I, though 1 eat 
but UttlCy .having but anindiiScrent (lom»ch at 
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that time« and after dinner we all met to chat 

' in an open gallery. The other fervants, when 

they had fufficiently bantered me, difcovering 

the trick they had put upon me, laughed hear. 

tily : I was worfe out of countenance than be« 

-fore, and faid to myfelf, •* Look to yourfelf, 

'•• Paul, (land upon your guard.'* I refolvcd to 

begin a new courfe of life ; we were all niade 

"friends, and from that day forwards lived as 

lovingly in the houfe together, as if we bad 

been all one mother's children,, and no man di- 

ilurbed me any more at the fchook, or public 

'places. * 
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Of the Wicked Old Houfekeeper, and tbe'iirfl knaviih pranb 

• I playecl at Alcala. 

."When you are at Rome, do as they do it* 
Rome, fays the proverb, and it is well faid. I 
*took it fo ferioully into confideration, that I fully 
refolved to play the knave among knaves, and 
to outdo them all if poffible. I know not 
whether I fuccecded as I deiigned, but I am 
fure I ufed all my endeavours. In the firft 
place» I made a law, that it (hou)d be no lefs 
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than death for any pigs* to come into ourhoufe, 
or for any of our 4ld boufekccper*s chickens ta 
run out of the yard into our room. It happen- 
ed one day, that two of the clevereft porkers,- 
that ever my eyes beheld, flipped into our do- 
minions ; I was then at play with tlie other 
fervants, and hearing them grunt, faid to one of 
my companions, " Go fee who it is that grunts 
" in our houfe ;'' he went and brought word they 
were two fwine. No fooncr had I heard thcfe 
words, but I went out in a paflion, faying, " It 
*' was a great deal of impudence in them to 
" grunt in other people's houfes.". Then clap-^ 
ping the door to, in the fame heat of blood, I 
run my fword into the throats of them both, 
and then we cut off their heads. To prevent 
tbeir cry being heard abroad, we all fet up our 
throats, roaring as loud as pofiibly we could, as 
if we had been linging, and fo they gave up the 
ghoft among us. We paunched them, faved 
the blood, and by the help of our.ftraw bed, • 
half iinged them in the yard ; fo that when our 
maders came hotne all was over, though after 
an indifferent manner ; only thQ! puddings were 
not yet made, which was not fof want of expe* 
ditiori, for we had left half of the filth in the . 
guts, merely to fave lofs of time.. Don Diego 
and our fteWard were told the flory; and flew ' 
Vol. 1. L * 
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• into fuch a paflion againft me« that the other 
lodgers, who were ready to burft with laughing, 
thought fit to take my part. Don Diego afked 
me, what I could fay for myfelf, if the thing 
fiiould be found out, and I (hould be taken up 
for it ? I anfwered, I would plead hunger, which 
16 the common fandtuary of all fcholars ; and if 
that was not enough, I would urge, that feeing 
them come into the houfe without knocking, a$ 
if they had been at home, I thought they had 
been our own. They all laughed at my plea, 
and Don Diego faid, " By my troth, Paul, 
<• you begin to underftand your trade." It was 
very well worth obferving the difference be« 
tween my mailer and me, he fo fober and reli- 
gious, and I fo arch and knavifh, fo that the 
one was a foil to the other, and ferved to fet off 
either his virtue or vice. Our old houfekeeper 
was pleafed to the very heart, for we both play* 
ed our parts, and had confpired againft the 
larder. I was caterer, and a mere Judas in my 
employment, and ever fince retained an inclina- 
tion to cribbing and dealing. The meat always 
wafted in the old jade^s keeping, and flie never 
drefled wedder-mutton when (he could get ewe 
dr goat ; befides, Ihe picked the flefli off the 
bones befbre (he boiled them, fo that the difhes 
ferved u^ looked as if. the cattle had died of a 



TIIE SPANISH SHARPEK. tl^ 

eonfumption ; and the broth was fo clear, that. 
had it been confolidated, it might have pafled for 
cryftal ; only now and then, for change, that 
the foup might look a little fat, (he clapped in a 
few candies ends. When 1 was by, (he would 
fey to my raafter, " In troth, Sir, Paul is the 
'* bed fervant in Spain^ bating his unluckinefs ; 
^ but that may well enough be borne with, be* 
^* caufe he is honed. He buys the bed the 
'' market affords.'^ I gave the fame character 
of her, and fo we put upon the whole houfe. If 
there was any dore of coals, bacon, or oil, laid 
in, we dole half of it, and fome while after 
would fay. Pray, gentlemen^ retrench your ex« 
pences a little, for if you go on at this rate, you 
bad need have a mint of money ; the coals or 
the oil is fpent, but no wonder at the rate that 
you ufe it; you had bed order more to be 
brought in. Sir, give Paul the money, and you 
will have a better account of it.. Money was 
accordingly given me, and we fold them the 
other half we had dole, and half of what we 
brought, and that was in full. 

If ever 1 happened to buy any thing :n the 
market at the real value, then the old houfe« 
keeper and 1 would pretend to fall out a 'd 
quarrel, and die feeming to be in a paflion, 
would fay, <* Do not tell me, Paul, that this is 

La 
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V a. pennyworth of falad." Then I would feemv 
to cry, and make a pjreat deal of noife, went to', 
complain to my mafler, and pcrfunded him tO) 
fend the (leward to inquire,. that the old woman* 
might be convinced, who ftill fcolded on defign-: 
cdly. The fteward went and found as I faid, 
by which means both mailer and fteward were 
"impofed upon, and had the better opinion of 
me for my honefty, and of. the houfekeeper for 
her care. Don Diego being thus fixed in his 
good opinion of me, ufed to fay to her, ** Would 
** to God Paul were otherwife as virtuous as he 
*' is honed ; I fee plainly he is as trbfty as you 
" reprefent him." ^ Thus we held them in ignoi* 
ranee, and fucked them like horfe leeched. I 
do not at all doubt, reader, but you wonder 
how much we might cheat them of at the year's 
end ; the fum was certainly confiderable, yet I 
fuppofe wc were not obliged to make reftitu* 
tion, for the old woman nwer mifled going to 
church daily, yet I never faw any difpofition in 
her to reftore the leafl; part ; nor did I perceive 
any fcruple of confcicnce fhe made of it, though 
flie was fo great a faint. She always wore a 
pair of beads about her neck,, fo big, that the 
>vood ^of them might have fcrved to roaft a fir- 
'^ain of ))eef. It was all hung with crofTes, me- 
dais, pidures, and other tripkets, on all which 
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(he faid flie prayed every night for her beue- 
fa(5lors. She had a catalogue of an hundred 
and odd faints that were her patrons ; and in 
truth (lie had need of no lefs help to bear her 
out of all her wickednefs. Her chamber was 
over my mafter*s, where (lie was longer at pray- 
ers than a fanatical preacher is in his fermon ; 
and all in Latin, fuch as it was, for neither mor- 
tals on earth, nor angels in heaven, could un- 
derhand it, which (he did to appear the more 
.innocent and fimple; but we were ready to 
Iplit our fides with laughing. Befidcs thefe Xlie 
bid many other excellent qualifications, for (he 
was an extraordinary meflenger of love, and 
contriver of pleafure, which is the fame as a 
bawd ; but her excufe to me was, that it came 
.to her by defcent, as the kings of France had , 
the gift of curing the king's evil. You will 
itnagine perhajps that we always lived in unity ; 
but who does not know that the two beft friends; 
if they are covetous, and live together, will en- 
deavour to cheat one another, and I took care 
to let dip no opportunity. 

The old woman kept hens in- the yard,, and ' 
had about a dozen or fourteen well grown 
chickens, which made my teeth water to be at 
them, for they were fit to be ferved up to any 
gentlemw's table. It happened one day, that 

' ' ' ." • • . La. 
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(he going to feed them, as the common cuftom 
is in Spain, called them together, crying, Fio, 
Pio» Pio. This (he repeated very often, and I 
being upon the catch, cried out as loud as (he, 
^ As God (hall fave me, nurfe, I wifli I had feea 
** you kill a man, or clip and coin, for then I 
** might have kept your counfcl, rather than do 
** as you have done ; and now I mud be forced 
'* to difcover it. The Lord have mercy upon 
«« us both/' She feeing me aft all that concern^ 
and diforder, was fomcwhat ftartled, and faid^ 
" Why, what have I done, Paul ? If you are in 
jeft, do not perplex me any longer. What 
do you mean byjqfting?" faidi; "acurfc 
'^ on it, I cannot poflibly avOid giving informa* 
^ tion to the inquifition, elfe I (hall be excom^ 
•• municatcd." " The inquifition," quoth fhc, 
trembling like a leaf on a tree, ** Why, have I com* 
«, mitted any crime againft religion? Why, there's 
^ the cafe,'' anfwered I ; ^ don't you think to 
** dally with the inquifitors, you had better 
** own you were in the wrong, that you fpoke 
^* like a fool, eat your words, and not deny the 
** blafphemy and irreverence/' She replied in 
a great confternation, ^ But tell me, Paul, wilt 
*• they punifh me if I recant;" •* No," faid I, •• for 
tj^ then they will only abfolvc you." •• Then I 
^* recant/' quoth ibe, ** but do you tell me 
** ivbat it II I am to recant, for I know nothing 
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•* of it as I hope for mercy/' " Blefs me/' re- 
plied I, ** Is it poffible you (hould be To dull, as 
** not to refledl that, but I don't know how to 
** exprefs it, the difrefpe£l was fo great, that I 
^ am afraid to repeat it. Don't you remember 
** you called the chickens Pio, Pio, and Pius is 
** the name of feveral popes, who are Chrid's 
'* vicars upon earth, and tieads of the church ? 
'* Now, do you confider whether that be any 
'* trifling fin ?" She ilood as if fhe had been 
thunder- (truck, and after a while cried, *^ *Tis 
^ true I faid fo, Paul, but may I be cur&^d if I 
^* did it with any ill defign; I recant } do you 
^' confider whether fomc means may not be 
^* found to avoid informing againft me ; for I 
^ Ihall die if they get me into the inquifitioa/* 
^ Provided you will take your oath,^ anfwered 
I, ** on the holy altar, that you did it not with 
>* any ill intent, I may, upon that afllirance, 
** forbear impeaching you ; but then you muft 
** give me thofe two chickens that fed when 
^ you were calling them by that moil fan£tified 
*' name of the popes, that I may carry them ta 
^ an officer of the xnquifition for him to burn 
'*^' them, for they are defiled ; and in the next 
<* place, you muft fwear pofitively never to hfi 
^ guilty of the like again. This you muft da 
^xiQ% and to morrow TU fwear.** For tl*^ 
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better fixing of this notion in her head, I'went 
on, "The word of it is, Tabitha," ' (for that 
was her name), *^ that I fliall be in danger ; 
•• for the inquifitor will a(k whether I am not 
" the perfon, and may put me to trouble. Do 
" you e'en carry them yourfelf, for I am afraid.** 
" For the Lord's fake," cried flie, " Paul, take 
•• pity on me, and do you carry them j there is . 
*f no danger of your coming to any harm." I 
made her court me a long while, and at lad, 
though it was the thing I aimed at, I fuffered 
.myfelf to be pcrfuaded. I took the chickens, 
:hid thetn' in my chamber, made {hotv as if I 
'weilt' abroad, i and. came in again, faying, " It 
>'Has:fallcn out- 'better than I cxpeded; the 
*'* cunning officer would fain have come after 
i* me 16 fee the woman, but I gave him the flip 
*^btirioUfly,'aiTddid hiyibufinefs." . She hugged 
iflfid'i kiiTed' nie/^and gave me another chicken 
4fof my pains,' Avhich I :.carried to his compa- 
'nionis,had them^alldreflcd at the cook's, and 
eat them with my fejlow-fervants,; Don Diego 
<and the houfekeepcr tame to hear bf the trick, 
•and all the •f;^mily made excellent fportSvith it. 
The old woman had like to have fretted herfelf 
to death &it niere vexation, and was a thoufand 
^timesin thft mind, foricvenge, to difcpver all 
"•my chiatsV bdt/thkilfhe was as deeprin ihe dirt 
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.asFwasinthe mire. Being thus at yarlance 
\irith the old woman» and no way now left to 
put upon her, I contrived new ways to play my 
pranks, and fell to that the fcholars call fnatch* 
ing and fhoplifting, at which fport I had many 
/pleafant adventures. 

One night, about nine of the clock, at which 
time there are but few people abroad, paffing 
'through the great ftrcct, I fpied a confcdioner's 
ihop open, and in it a frail of ruillns upon tht 
.counter. I whipped in, took hold of it, and fet 
a running ; the confedlioner fcoured after me, . 
' and fo did feveral neighbours and fcrvants. 
Being loaded, I perceived, that though I had ' 
the ftart,: they would overtake me, and there- 
Tore turning the corner pf the ftrcct, I clapt the 
l^frail ypon the ground, fat down upon it, and 
^wrapping my cloak- about my leg, began to • 
,cry out, holding it with both hands, " God fos^ 
"give him, he has trod upon me, and cripple^- 
"me.". They heard what I faid, and whep 
.they came up, I began to cry, ** For the Lord's • 
t" fake pity the lame, I pray God you may ne- 
" ver be lame/' They came to me, panting, 
and out of breath, and .faid, " Friend, did yoy 
.".fee a man run this way ?" " He is before you,V ' 
anfwered I, " for be trod upon. me/' , With this ^ 
.they darted agajin, and vanilhcd. ; I . was left ^ 
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alone, carried my frail home, and told the ilory^ 
Mfhich they would not believe, though they 
highly applauded the ingenuity ; for which rea- 
fon I invited them to fee me ileal a box of 
fweetmeats another night. They came, and 
obferving that all the boxes were fo far withia 
the (hop, that there was no reaching them, con« 
eluded the thing was impradlicable, efpecially 
becaufc the confectioner having heard what had* 
happened to the other, was upon his guard. 
However, I went on, and drawing my fword,. 
which was a ftiff* tuck, about a dozen paces 
ihort of the (hop, run on, and when I came up* 
to the door, 1 cried out, '* You are a dead man,'^ 
and made a ftrong pafs juft before the confec- 
tioner's bread, who dropt down, calling for help,, 
and my fword run clear through a box of fweet- 
meats, which I drew put with it, and carried it 
oflf. They were all amazed at the contrivance,, 
and ready to burft with laughing, to hear the 
confcdioner bid the people fearch him, for he 
was certainly wounded, and knew the other 
was a man he had a falling out with ; but wbeA 
he turned about, the other boxes being diforder- 
^d by the pulling out of that one, he difcovered 
the cheat, and fell a bleflitg himfelf, as if he 
w ..would never have done. The truth of it is, I 
never ate any thing that: pleafed me fo welL 
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My companions ufed to fay, I could malatain 

the family with what I lifted, which is only a 

modeft term for dealing* Being then but a 

boy, 9nd hearing myfelf commended for thefe 

)[navi(h pranks, it encouraged me to commit 

more. I ufed to bring home my girdle hung 

all round with little pitchers, which I ftole from 

nuns, begging fome water to drink of them ; 

and when they turned it out in their whccli I 

went off with the mugs, they being fhut up, and 

not able to help themfelves ; fo that it became 

a falhion not to give out any thing without a 

pledge for the veflcl; • • 

After this 1 prdmifed Don Diego and hi» 

Qscompanions, that I would one night difarm the 

^roumlf The night was appointed, and we fet 

out upon the exploit. 1 went foremoft with 

another feryant of our family, and as foon as I 

difcovered the watch, went up as if 1 had been 

in a great fright, faying, ^* Is it the round?'' 

They anfwcred, •• It was/' Then faid I, " Is 

^* the governor here?** They replied, *• He was." 

Then I kneeled down, and faid, ** Sir, It is in 

.** your power to do me right, to revenge my 

^ wrong, and to do the public a great piece of 

.^^fervice; be pleafed to hear a word or two I 

^ have to communicate in private, if you defire 

-^ to fecurc fome notorious criminals*'' He ftep« 

L6 - 
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- ped aHde, and (bme of his officers were laying 
' hands on their fwofds/ and others taking out 

• thejt rods of authority, whilft I faid, •* Sir, I am 
' ••« cortie from Seville, in nurfuit of fix of the mod 
^.^^ notorious noalefadors in the world; they arc 
: ^ all thieves and murderers, and among them is 
> •^ one that killed my mother, and a brother of 
"^ mine, without any provocation, but to exer- 
!•• icife his barbarity, -This is proved upon him, 

• ** and they all come, as I heard them fay,* with 
'•* a Frerich fpy ; and by what I can further guefs 
.*J** from their words, he is fent (then I lowered 

•* my voice) by Antony Perez/* At thefe words 
: the governor ^avc a flcip, and cried, " Wherie arc 
t** they?!? " They are, Sir," faid I, " in a bawdy, 
r'* houfe ; do not ftay, good Sir, the fouls' of nty * 
r:* mother and brother will requite you with their 
>•• prayers, and the king will reward you." He 
rfeid very earneftly. " Good God ! let us lofe no 
*M time;. follow me all of youj and give me a tar- 
r^'get?*?'! took him afide again, and added, 

• V Sir, the whole, bufincfs willbc fpoiled, if you 
iff da fo.; the only way to do it, is, for them all 
',*^: to go ia without fvVords, and one by one, ,for 
jtf they;, arc above in the rooms, and have piftob, 
l*\ and .as fooa as they fee any come withfwords, 
c^'knawii}gith^t none can wear them but officers 
-f^ of jiiiUt'ei'^tbeyiwiU bisfure to fire.i Jt'is bet* 

a 



THE SPANISH SHAKFER. / dip 

<^ ter only to go io with your daggers, and then 
•'you may fecure them behind, for we ate 
•• enough of us." The governor being eager to 
fecure them at any rate, approved of my con* 
trivance. By this time we were come near the 
place, and the governor thus inftrufled by me, 
ordered them all to hide their fwords in a field 
there is juft before the houfe under the grafs. 
They did fo, and went on. I had already in« 
firuAcd my companion, that as foon as ever* 
they laid them down, he fliould feize tliem, and 
make the bed of his way home. He did fo, and 
when they were all going into the houfe, I flayed 

* out the lad ; and as foon as they were entered, 

• being followed by feveral people they picked 
up by the way, 1 gave them the flip, and turn* 

• cd fliort into a narrow lane that comes out near 
La Vidloria, running all the way as fwift as a 

. greyhound. When the round was all in the 

houfe, and found none there but fcholars and 

fcoundrels, which is all one^ they be^an to look 

■ about for me, and hot finding me, fufpeded it 

' was fome trick put upon them. Being thus dif- 

* appointed, they went to take their fwords, but 
i there was no fign of them. It is impofiible to 
:expref& what pains the governor, attended by 
j the Ji^iceuchancellor^of the univerfity, took that 
':iiigbhi; They. fea!rched all the town to the very 



I 
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ibqds, Apd jyhen they cdpn^ to ours, I was in 
htdf W»th a nightcap on, And clofe coveredi 
lor fear of being Jcnown, a candle lighted in one 
)iand| and a crucifix ip the other, with a Iham^ 
prieft praying hy mt^ and all the reft of my 
companions on (heir knees about the bicd. The 
;rice-chanceUori with aU his officers, came in,, 
and feeing;that fpe<\acle, went out again, fup« 
ppfing no fuch praak could be played by any 
jtbere. They made po jCearch, but the vice-chan* 
cellor prayed' by me, and afked whether I was 
fpeechlefs ; they anfwered, I was } and fo away 
they went, in defpair of making any difcovery. 
The vice-chancellor (Wore he would deliver up 
the ojSfender, if he could find him ; and the go- 
urernor vowed he wovUd hang him, though he^ 
Fere the fon of a grandee of Spain; I got up; 
iand this prank makes fport at Alcala to thia very ^ 
.day. To avoid being tedious, I omit giving an 
account of my robbing, in the open market, as 
,if it had been' on* ^ mpuntain; not a box or 
cafe efcaped me, but I bad it home, and kept 
the houfe in fuel all the year; and as for the 
apple-women, nothing was ever fafe in their 
ftalls or (landings, fqv I had declared perpetual 
war againft them, on account of the afi:ront put 
upon me, when I was king at Segovia. I pais 
the contributions I laifed on the fields of 
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beans, vineyards, and orchards, all about that: 
^rt of the country. Thefe and the like prac* 
tices gained me the reputation of a iharp uq« 
JUcky fellow among all people. The young 
gentlemen were fo fond of me; that I hadfcarce 
leifure to wait upon Don Diego^ whom I ho« 
nouredas he defenred, for the great kindnefs he^^ 
bore mew 



chap; vil 

( 

How I received News of my Father'i Death', parted from ■ 
Don Diego, and what Courfe of Life I refolved on for 
the future* 

At length Don Diego received' a letter from 
his father, and with* it one for me, from an uncle 
of mine, whofe name was Alonfo> Ramplon, a. 
man of a virtuous difpolitioni and v«ry well 
known in^ Segovia,, as being the- finifher of the 
l!aw« and for four years laft paft^ the execution 
of all its determinations went through his hands. 
In Ihort, to fpeak plain, he was the executioner 
or hangman ; but fuch a clever fellow at his* 
bufincfs, that it would not vex a man to be 
hanged by him, he did it £0 neatly. This wor- 
thy perfbn wrote to me firomSegaviia.to Alc^la^ 
as follows 
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^« iJ^ D^flr Paul, \ : 

" The great affairs of this employ- 

^ ment, in which it has pleafed his majefty to 

place me, have been the occafion of my not 

writing to you before ; for if there be any 

thing to find fault with in the king's fervice, 

it is the great trouble and attendance it re« 

^* quires ; which, however, is in fome meafure 

•• requited by the honour of being his fervant. 

^* It troubles me to be forced to fend you dif^ 

"agreeable news; but your father died eight 

" days ago, with as much bravery and refolu- 

** tion as ever man did ; I fpeak of my own 

" knowledge, as having trufled him up myfelf. 

' " The cart became him as well as if it had been 

/" a chariot, and all that faw the rope about his 

'^^ neck, concluded him as clever a fellow as ever 

-^* was hanged. Pie looked up all the way he 

i" went at the windows, very much unconcern- 

^•* ed, courteoiifly bowing to all the tradefmeri, 

^^* that left their fliops to gaze at him, and turn- * 

•^ ed up his whiikers feveral times* He deiired 

•** the priefls that went to prepare him for death, 

" Qot ^to be too eager, but to reft and take a 

-^* breathingtime, extolling any remarkable ex- 

'^f prefiions they ufed. Being come to the triple 

^^ tree, he prefently fet his foot on the ladder, 

" and went up it nimbly, not creeping on alL 
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^ four as others do ; and perceiving that one of 

** the rounds of it was cracked through, he turn* 

** ed to the officers attending, and bid them get 

'* it mended for the next that came, becaufe all 

^ men had not his fpirit. I cannot exprefs how 

*' much his perfon and carriage was applauded. 

*^ At the top of the ladder he fat down, fet bis 

^ clothes handfomely about him, took the rope, 

'* and clapped the noofe to his ear, and then per* 

^ ceiving the Jefuit was going to preach to him; 

^* he turned to him, and faid, Father, I accept of 

" the will for the deed, let us have a few ftavcs 

.** of a pfalm, and have done quickly, for I hate 

f^ to be tedious. This was done accordingly; he 

f^ charged me to put on bis. cap a little to one 

'** fide, and to wipe his flayer, which I did ; and 

/* then he fwang, withput fhrinking up his legs, 

'*l or making ugly faces ; but kept fuch fedate- 

*' ncfs in his countenance, that it was a pleafure , 

*' to behold him. I quartered him out, and left; 

•" the feveral parts on the highways; God knows 

* ' what a trouble it is to me, to fee him there 

" daily treating the crows and ravens j but I 

•* fuppofe the paftry cooks hereabouts will food 

** eafe us of that fad fpedlacle, burying him m 

.^' their minced pies. I cannot give you a much 

*^ better account of your mother; fo|r, though ftill 

/^living; : (he is %. prilbn^r in rthe* inquifition at 
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^ ToledOi becaufe ihe would not let the dead 
•* reft in their graves. They give out, that every 
** pight flie ufed to falutea great he- goat, kif. 
** fing him' under the tail. In her houfe were 
^ found as many arms, legs^ and heads, as would 
*^ have ftocked a chamel-houfe ; and die reckon- 
** ed it one of her fmalleft abilities to counterfeit 
^ virgins, and folder cracked maidenheads. Thejr 
^ fay ibc would fly up a chimney, and ride fafl« 
^ ev upoh a brooip-ftafF, than another can upon 
'* the beft Andalufian horfe; I am forry (he dif- 
^ graces us all, and me more particularly, as 
•^ being the king's officer, and fuch kindred does 
^ not become my poft. Dear x:hild, here are 
^ (bme goods of your fatlier's, that have been 
A^ concealed, to the value of four hundred du^ 
^ ^ats : I aip your uncle, and all I have is yours. 
^ Upon fight hereof, you may come away hi« 
^ ther, for your knowledge in Latin and the* 
f^ toric, will qualify you to make you an excel* 
*^ lent hangman. JLiCt me have your anfwer 
^ fpeedily, and till then God keep you, 6cc/' 

I muft confels, I was much troubled at this 
fire/h disgrace, and yet, m fome meafute, I was 
glad of it, for the fcandalous lives of parents, 
make their greOiteft misfortunes acomfortto their 
childficn. I went away hafi^ly to Doia DiegO). 
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who was then reading his father's letter, in which 
he ordered him to leave the univeriity, and re* 
turn home, but not to take me with him, be« 
caufe of the account he had received of my un« 
luckinefs. He told me he muft be gone, and . 
how his father commanded him to part with me, 
which he was forry for ; and I was fo much 
more. He added, he would recommend me to 
another gentleman, his fiiend, to ferve him.. I . 
fmiled, and anfwered, ••^ Sir, the cafe is alteredi 

• 

" I have other dcfigns in my headj and aim at 
•* greater matters, fo that I muft take another ; 
*• courfe J for though hitherto I was at the foot 
« of the ladder, in order to mount, you muff 
** undcrftand that my father has got up to the i 
«* top of it** With this I told how bravely he 
had died, at his full ftretchj how he was carved 
out, and ferved up as a feaft to the birds of 
the air. That my good uncle the executioner, 
had fent me the whole account, and acquainted ^ 
me with my mammy's confinement; for I could 
be plain with him, bccaufe he knew all my pe- 
digree. He feemed to be much concerned, and 
alked how I intended to beftow myfelf. I in- 
formed him' with all my refolutions, and fo the 
very next day he went away for Segovia, very 
melancholy, and I flayed in the houfe, without 
taking the leafl notice of my misfortune- I 
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burned the letter, for fear it might be dropped, 
4Uid fomebody read it, and began to provide for 
my journey to Segovia, defigning to take po& 
leifion of what was my due, and know my kiOi 
dred, that I might (bun them. 

T 
I 






CHAP. VIII. 

My Journey from Alcala to Segovia, and what happened by 
the way ull I came to Rejds, where I lay that Night.^ > 

• 

At length the day came when I left the fwcct* 
eft life I have ever known fmce. I cannot ex*. 
prefs how much it troubled me to leave fo ma« 
•ny friends and dear acquaintance, for they were 
very numerous. I fold what little I had got un- 
derhand, to bear my charges on the way; and 
.with fomc tricks and Heights of hand, made up 
about forty crowns, hired a mule, and left my 
lodging, where I had nothing to leave behind* 
The Lord alone knows what a hue and cry 
there was after me j the flioemaker roared for 
.the (hoes he had trufted ane with; the old 
houfekcepcr fcoldcd for her wages; the land* 
.lord fretted for his rent. One cried, My heart 
always mifgave that 1 (hould be fo ferved ; anp- 
ther faid, They were much in the right who 
rtold me that this fellow was a cheat,. 
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^Infhort, I wasfo generally beloved, that I' 
left half the town in tears for me when I came* 
away, and the other half laughing at tliofe that* 
bemoaned themfelvcs. I diverted myfelf with 
thefe thovights along the road, when having' 
pafled through the town of Torote, I overtook ' 
a man riding on a he- mule, with a pannei. He' 
talked to himfelf very haftily, and was fo wrapt' 
in imagination, that he did not perceive me, 
though I was clofe by his fide. I faluted him, ' 
and he returned the courtefy ; then I afked 
which way he was travelling ; and after a few 
fuch queftions and anfwers had pafled between, 
us, began to difcourfe about the Turks coming 
down, and the king's forces. Then he began 
to lay a fchcme for recovering of the Holy * 
Land, and the taking of Algiers; by which dif-* 
courfe I perceived that he was a politic, proje(fl« 
ing madman. We went on with our dialogue* 
as became two fcoundrels, and ikipping from^ 
one fubjeiSt to another, fell lad upon Flanders. ^ 
There I hit his vein, for he fetched up a deep 
figh, and faid, ^* That country has cod me more 
^* than it has done the king; for I have been 
" upon a projedl about thefe fourteen years, 
" which were it not impradlicable, as it is, 
"would have fet all right there long ago.'* 
*' What can that be," anfwcred I, " which is fo ' 
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^ convenient ftnd ufeful, and yet at the fame 
^ time impradicable^ and not to be put in exe« 
^. cutlon." •• Who told you/* replied he very 
haftily, ^* that it cannot be put in execution? 
*[ It can be executed, (oi its being impraAicable 
*y is another matter ; and were it not for fear of 
^* being troublefomci I would tell you what it 
** is ; but it will all out ; for I deiign very fud- 
*' denly to print it, with fome other fmall works 
^' of mine, among which I propofe to the king 
•• two fcveral methods for recovering Oftend/' 
I entreated him to acquaint me with them ; and 
he pulling fome papers out of his pocket, (how- 
ed me a draught of the enemy*s works, and of 
ours, and faid, *' Sir, you plainly fee that all this 
^^ diflSculty lies in this inlet of the fea ; now, my 
^ contrivance is to fuck it dry with fponges, 
** and fo to remove that obftacle/* This wild 
notion made me burfl into a loud fit of laugh- 
ter, and he looking me eameilly in the face, 
went on, " I never (ho wed it to any body but 
** has done the fame as you do, for they are all 
^ mightily pleafed with it/' •• Truly,*' replied 
I, ** it b an extraordinary pleafure and fatisfac* 
^ tion to me to be acquainted with a defign fo 
** new and reafonable j but, Sir, be pleafed to 
*' confider, that When you have once fucked up 
^* thc^waccr that is in it| the fea will throw in 
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* morc.*^ " The fca will do no fuch thing/* 
infwered he^ " for I have examined it very nice- 
^* Ij ; befidesi that I have found out an inven- 
^ tion to dtk the fea twelve fathom all about 
» there.*' I durft not make any objedion^ for 
fear, he fliould fay he had a proje£fc to draw 
down the (ky to us. In all my days I never 
met with fucb a thadman. He told me» that 
Juanelo, a famous engineer» who brought water 
from the river Tagus, up a vaft hill, to ferve the 
tity ToledOi had done nothing; for he was now 
contriving to bring the whole river up to that 
city, a much cafier way ; and when he came to 
Explain the method/ it was to be by a fpell; 
j^ray do but mind whether ever fuch follies 
were heard of in the world ; but he went on, 
and added, '* Yet I do not deiign to put this ia 
^* execution, unlefs the king will firft fettle a 
** good eftate upon me, and knight me, for I 
'' am capable enough of that honour, becaufe I 
*• have good teftimonials of my gentility.'* This 
rambling wild difcourfe lafled us to Torrejon, 
where he ftayed to fee a kiiifwoman. I went 
on very well pleafed, and laughing heartily at 
the projeds he fpent his time in, 

I had not gone hi before I fpied at a di* 
ftance a mule loofe, and a man by her a*foot, 
who looking into a book^ drew fomt linesi and 
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xneafured them with a pair of compaffes. He 
leaped and fkipped about from fide to fide, and*^ 
now and then laying one finger upon the other/ 
made feveral extravagant motions. I mu(l con«' 
fefs, that flopping at a good diflance fome time 
to obferve him, I at firft concluded he was a 
conjurer, and was almoft afraid to go on. At 
laft I refolved to venture, and dniv;ing near, he 
fpied me, fiiut his book, and going to mount, 
his foot flipt out of the (lirrnp, and he fell. I 
helped him up, and he faid, '* I took not the 
<< due proportion in liSng, to make the half 
** circumference of mounting." I did not un* 
' derftand what he meant, but prefently guelTed 
what he was, for a more extravagant didraded 
man was never born of a woman. He diked 
whether I; was going to Madrid in a dired line, 
or took a circumflex road ? Though I did not 
underftand him, yet I anfwered. That by cir- 
cumflex. Next he aiked me whofe fword that 
was I had by my fide? and having anfwered it 
was mine, he viewed it, and faid, " That bar 
" ought to be longer, to ward off the cuts that 
"are made upon the centre of the thrufts:" 
And thus he went on, fputtering out fuch a 
parcel of cramp words,* that I was fain to afl^: 
him what his profeifioh was?. He told me he 
was a folid mailer of (he noble fcience of de« 
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fiance, and would ntiake it good upon any ground* 
ip Spain. I could not forbear laughing, and 
anfwered, By my tro,th, Sir, I rather jtook you 
for a conjurer, when I faw you defcribing cir- 
cles, and making fi^ch antic motpns in the field*» 
^ The r^afon of t^hat,'' replied he, ** was becaufe 
'* there occurred to me a thruft in quart, fetch- 
" ing the greater cpmpafs, to engage my advcrfa-* 
'* ry*s fword^and killing him before he can fay his 
^foul is his own, that he may i)ot difcover who 
*'; did it ; and I was then reducing of it to ma-* 
"thcmatical rules." " Is it poffible," faidl,- 
'^ that the mathematics (hould be concerned in 

• • • 

•* that aftair?" " Not only the mathematics/V 
quoth he, *' but divinity, philofophy, mufic,- 
" and phy fie." " I do not queftion it as to the . 
"^atl" faid I, ^Vfince that art aims at killing. * 
" Dp not fnake a jeft of it," continued he, " for • 
'^I will now teach you an excellent guard, and 
** at the fame timo you (hall lay on the great 
^cutS| which iliall contain the fpiral lines of, 
** th^ fword." *• I do not underftand one word of • 
"all yo\\ (ay,V ^nfwered I. And he again,- 
** Wl^yiMrsyou^haye tliepi iD[ this book; which » 
"Xs[ C^ltdf .Thq; Wonders of tl^e Sword. It is ; 
*' fiti Qf:cgil}fi{\ti one, ; and . contains prodigious 
*' things i 'ap4 t9 .convince you of it, at Rejas, * 
'' iKh^re ; v9 Oe^U Ue to qight, yqu ihall fee me * 
Vol.1. M 
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•* perform wonders with two fpits ; and you 
^* need not queftion, but that whofoever reads 
^ this book, will kill as many as he pleafes." 
*' Either that book teaches men how to make 
•• plagues/* replied I, •• or it was writ by fomc 
•* doftor of phyfic." •• What do you mean by 
•« a doftor/* replied he, " he is an extraordinary ' 
^* wife maUi and I could find in my heart to fay 
•• more.'' 

We held on this ridiculous difcourfe till we 
came to Rejas, and went into an inn ; but as 
we were alighting, he called out to me as loud' 
as he could, to be fure firft to form an obtufe 
angle with my legs, and then reducing them to 
parallel lines, to come perpendicularly to the 
ground. The landlord feeing me laugh, did fo 
too, and afked me, •* Whether that gentleman 
** was an Indian, that he fpoke fuch an un« 
" known tongue.'* I thought I (hould have " 
died with laughing between them ; but he pre- 
fently went up to the hoft, and faid, " Pray, 
*' Sir, lend me a couple of fpits to make two or ' 
** three angles, and I will reflore them immedi- 
" ately.^' "Lord blcfs me, Sir," anfwered the 
hoft," give me the angles, and my wife will 
" roaft them in a trice, though they are a fort ' 
" of birds I nerer heard the names of before*'* ' 
^ They are ho- birds," replied the. other ; and 
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turning to me, added, ** Fray, Sir, do but ob- 
^ ferve the eflfeds of ignorance. Let me ha^e 
<* the fpits, for I want them only to fence with, 
*' and perhaps you will fee me do that to-day, 
^ which may be worth more to you than all you 
** have got in your life.'* In fine, the fpits were 
in ufe, and we were fain to take up with two 
long ladles. Never was any thing fo ridiculous 
feen in this world. He gave a fkip, and faid, 
'* This . fally gains me more ground, and puts 
•• by my adverfary*8 fword ; now I make my 
" advantage of the remifs motion to kill in the 
'* natural way ; this fhould be a cut, and this a 
** thruft." He came not within a mile of me, 
but danced round with Jiis ladle ; now I (land- 
ing dill all the while, all his motions looked as 
if he were fencing with a pot that is boiling 
over the fire. Then he went on, faying, " In 
*''fliort, this is the true art, not like the drunken 
•* follies of fencing matters, who underftand no- 
•* thing but drinking/* The words were fcarce 
out of his mouth, before a great he-mulatto 
ftcppcd out of the next room, with a pair of 
whiflcers like two bruflies, a hat as big as an 
umbrella, a buff-doublet under a loofe coat, 
bandy. legged, hook-nosM, and with two or 
three fcandalous fears crofs his face, a dagger 
that might have ferved Goliah, and a hanging 
i'^ Mi 
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look, and faid, ** I am' an approved mafter, and 
*' have my certificate about me, and by this 
*' light ril make an example of any man that 
*' dare prefume to refledl upon fo many brave 
" fellows as profefs the; noble fcience/' Seeing 
Ave were like to be in a broil, I ftept in, and 
faid, ** He had not fpoke to him, and therefore 
" he had no occafion to be affronted." •• Draw 
•* your fvvord, if you have ever a one," added 
he, " and let us try who has mod (kill, without 
" playing the fool with ladles." My poor 
wretched companion opened his book, and cried 
aloud, ** Here it is, as I fay, in the book, and it 
'' is printed by authority ; and Til hiaintain 
*\ with the ladle, that all it contains is true ; or 
*• elfe without the ladle, cither here, or upon 
•• any other ground j and if any body does not 
•* believe it, let us meafure it." This faid, he 
pulled out his compafTcs, and went on, " This 
" is an obtufe angle." The fencing-maftcr 
drew his dagger, and replied, •• I neither know 
*' who is angle, nor who is obtufe ; nor did I 
" ever hear fuch words before ; but I'll cut you 
"in pieces with this dagger in my hand," He 
ran at the poor devil, who fled from him amain, 
Skipping about the houfc, and crying, •* He can- 
J* not hurt me, for I have gained upon his fword." 
Th9 Ian4lQrd and I parte4 them, with the help 
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of Other people that came in» though I was 
fcarce able to (land for laughing. The honelfc 
madman was put into his chamber, and I with 
bim. We Tupped, and all the houfe went to 
bed. About two of the clock he got up in his 
ihirt, and began to ramble about the room, 
ifkipping and fputtering a deal of Yionfenfe in 
ifiathematical terms. He waked me, and not 
To fs^tisfied, went down to the landlord, to give 
him a light, faying, he had found a fixed objeA 
for the crofs pafs upon the bow. The landlord 
wiihed him at the devil for waking of him ; 
but ftill the other tormented him, till he called 
him a madman, and then he came up. and told 
hie, if I would rife I fliould fee the curious fence 
be had found out againft the Turks and their 
iimitars, and added, he would go (how it td 
th^ king immediately, becaufe it Was very ad- 
vantageous to Chriilendokn. By this tjme it 
Was day, we all got up, p^id our ihot. We recon* 
ciled the madman and the fencing-mafter, and 
went away, faying. That what my companion 
iftUeged was good in itfelf, but it m^de more 
men mad than fkilful at their weapon, becaufe 
not Che in an hiuidred underftqod the leaft jpart 
bfit^ 
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CHAP. IX. 

' The pkalant Difcourfe I had with a Poet on the Road tilt 

I came to Madrid* 

I HELD on mj journey to Madrid, and my mad 
companion took his leave to go another road ; 
when be had gone a little way, he turned back 
very haftily, and calling on me as* loud as he 

• 

jcouldy, though we were in the field where none 
could hear us, he whifpered in my ear, ^^ Pray^ 
*' Sir, let me conjure you, as you hope to live, 
J* not to difcover any of the mighty fecrets I 
f* have acquainted you with, relating to the art 
•• of fencing, but keep them to yourfelf, fince 
'' you are a man of a found judgment.'' I pro« 
nufed fo to do } he went his way again, and I 
fell a laughing at the comical fecret. I traveU 
led about a league without meeting any body, 
\ and was confidering with myfelf how difficult a 
matter it was for me to tread the paths of virtue 
and honour, fince it was requifite, in the firft 
place, that I fhould hide the fcandal of my 
parents, and then have fo much worth myfelf, 
as to conceal me from their fhame. I was fo 
fond of thefe, as I fuppofed noble thoughts, that 
I congratulated myfelf for them, and faid, *' It 
^^ will be much more honourable in me» who 
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** had none to learn virtue fronii than in thofe 
'* who had it hereditary from their predeceilbn.** 
Thefe thoughu had filled my head, when I 
overtook a very old clergyman riding on a mule 
towards Madrid. We fell into difcourfcp and 
he alked me whence I came? I told him, from 
Alcala. *' God*8 curfe,*' faid he, ^* on fuch bafe 
** people, fince there was not one man of fenfe 
^* to be found among them/* I afleed him how 
could that be faid of fuch a town, where there 
were fo many learned men ? He anfwered, iu 
a great paffion, M Learned ! 1*11 tell you how 
^* learned, Sir ! I have for thefe fourteen yean 
** laft pad, made all the fongs and ballads, and 
** the verfes for the bedels at Chriftmas, in the 
** village of Majalaonda, where I am reader ; 
^ and thofe you call learned men, when I put 
** up fome of my works among the . reft, at the 
'' public adl, took no notice of mine. And that 
^ you may be fenlible, good Sir, of the wrong 
^ they did me, I will read them to you ; and 
.«« accordingly he began as follows.**. 



• ^ 



Come flifpberds, let us dance and plaj. 
On great faint Corpus Chrifti't day ; 
For he comet down to give ut thanki» 
For all our kind and loving pranks* 
Whfso w^e have drank and made nil cve% 
Hefltcs back again to heaven. 

M 4 
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What he does th^re I cannot fa/, 
*' Since here with us he will not ftay* ^ 

Come fliephcrdsy let us dance and play, ^c* 

Ha\ ing read his admired piece, tvhich was 
too long to remember any more of it, he* pro- 
ceeded, •* Now, Sir, could the very inventor of 
** doggrd himfelf have Taid any thing finer than 
" this ? Do but confider what a deal of myftery 
^* there is in that word Shepherds; it cod me 
" above a month's hard ftudy/* I could no 
longer contain my felf within bounds, for I was 
teady to burft^ and tb breaking out into a loud 
fit of laughter, I Aiid, ** It is mod wonderful; 
'* but 1 obfcrvc you call great faint Corpus Cbrt/li^ 
<• whereas Corims Cbri/fi is. not the name of a 
^ faint, but a fellival inititutcd in honour of the 
•• blcflod facrament/* •• That'd a pretty fancy,'* 
♦upUed he fcornfully, " Til Ihowyou him in the 
^^•k^tendar, aiidh6 is canonized, and TU lay my 
^* head oh it/* I could not contend atiy more 
with him. for laughing at hi^ unaccountable ig- 
norance, but told him, his verfes defervcd to be 
highly rewarded, for I had never feen any thing 
more comical in . my life. •* No,** faid he, 
^^ then pray hear a little of a fmall book I have 
^ writ in honour, of (be eleven tbouiand virgins. 
V I have compofcld fifty Aanzas, of eight verfes 
*Ve9cb| to every one of them s a molt excellent 
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^ piece.'* Tot fear of being peftcred with fo 
many millions of his likies, 1 defired him to fliovtr- 
me any thing that was not godly ; and then he 
began to recite a comedy, which had as ntiany 
ads as there are days in a year. He told me 
he writ it in two days, and that was the foul 
draught, and might be about half a ream of pa« 
per. The name of it was Noah's Ark; the 
whole reprefented by cocks and mice, aflcs« 
foxes, and wild boars, like ^fop's fables. I ex- 
tolled both the plot and condudl ; ^and he an- 

• 

fvvered, ** I ought not to commend it becaufe it 
^' is my own, but the like was never made in 
•• the world, bcfides that it is altogether new*; 
^* and if I can but get it a(flcd, there will be 
*' nothing lb fuie. All the difficulty lies in 
• •' that, fur if it were not, could any thing be fo 
^* fablime and lofty } however, I havrf contri- 
•• ved to have it all aftcd by parrot*, jackdaws, 
^* Itnagpies, ilarlihgs, and all other forts of birds ^ 
*^ as fpeak, and to bring; in tnonkeys for the . 
" farce." •• That indeed will be Very extraor- 
'•• dinary," anlwcrcd I.* •• All this is nbthirtg,** ' 
replied the old man, '* to what I have done for 
^* the fake of a woman 1 love ; here are nine 
^* hundred and one fohnets, and twelve roun« , 
^* do*s," as if he had been reckoning up pounds 
(hillings and pence, ** made in praife of my 

M5 
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*\ tniftrefs's legs/* I alked him, whether he had 
ever feen them ? he replied, he had not in verbo 
/acerdotist but that all his conceits were by w^y 
of prophecy. Though it was a diveriion to 
Jiear his nonfenfe, I mud confefs I dreaded fuch 
a multitude of barbarous verfes, and therefore 
endeavoured to turn off the difcourfe another 

• 

vray, telling him, I faw hares ; •• Then," cried 
he, ** rU begin with one, in which 1 compare 
y her legs to that creature.*' Still to bring him 
off that fubjc6t, I went on, " Don*t you fee that 
•• ftar, Sir, which appears by daylight?" " As 
i" foon as I have done with this," replied he, •• I 
'* will read you the thirtieth fonnet, where I 
.'Vcall her a ftar, for you talk as if you were ac» 
/• quaintcd with my fancies." It was fuch a 
vexation to me to find I could name nothing 
but what he had writ fome nonfenfe upon, that 
I was all joy when I perceived we drew near 
Madrid, believing he would then give over for 
ihame ; but it proved quite contrary, for as foon 
as vve came into the ftreet, he began to raife his 
voice, to fhow what he was. I entreated him 
to forbear, left if the boys fliould once get the 
fcent of a poet» all the rotten oranges and cab- 
bage ftumps in the town fliuuld come after lis^ 
in regard the poets were declared madmen; in 
a proclamation fet out againft them, by one 
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that had been of the profeifion, but recanted, 
and took up in time. This put him in a great 
confternation, and he begged me to read it to 
him, if I had it. I promifed him fo to do tvheo 
we came to our lodging ; and accordingly we 

• went to one where he ufed to alight, and found 
at lead a dozen blind ballad- fingers at the door. 
Some knew him by the fcent, and others by his 

- voice, and all of them gave him a volley of weU 
comes. He embraced them all, and then fome 
began to afk him for verfes on the day of judg- 
ment in a lofty bombaftical ftyle, that might 
provoke adion ; others would have commemo- 
rations for the departed ; and fo the reft, every 
one according to his fancy, and giving him 
eight royals a-man earneft. He difmifTed them, 
and (aid to me, I fliall make above three hun- 
dred royals of the blind men, and therefore, 
with your leave. Sir, FU withdraw for awhile 
now, to compofe fome lines, and after dinner 
we will hear the proclamation read, if you pleafe. 
Wretched life! for none are more miferable 

: than thofe madmen that get their bread by fucb^ 
to are as mad as themfelves. .. \, 
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CHAP. X. 

What happened 16 me at Madrid, my Adrenturei with ai 
Soldier and a Hennxt, and cominjr to ttiy UncIcU. 

; The poet withdrew awhile to ftudy profane- 
tnefs and nonfenfe for the blind ballad- fingerSi 
till it was dinner- time, which being over, they 
defired to havetbe proclamation reaid, and ha« 
.Ting nothing elfe to do at that time, I drew it 
out, and complied with their deiires. I have 
inferted it here, becaufe I reckon it ingenious, 
and pat to the purpofes mentioned in it. Take 
it as follows :— 

A PROCLAMATION, 

jtjraif\fl JddlC'beaded^ NumJkuU, and Water Poetic 

. The old verfificr laughed out very heartily 

when he heard this title, and iaid, ^* I might 

*> have had bufinefs cut out till to-morrow; I 

\^ thought' this bad concerned me, and it is only 

/? isgainft nuibiktill poets/^ I was mightily plca« 

fed with bis conceit, as if he had been a Horace 

;or a Virgil : I ikipped over the preamble^ and 

began with the firfl; article, .which was . as foU 

lows;— 



« J 



In regard that this, fort of vermine, called 
Poets, are our neighbours and Chrifiians^ though 
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wicked ones, and confidering they fpend all 
their days in worfhipping of eyes, mouths, noiec^t 
and old ribbons and flippers, befides many other 
abominable fins they are guilty of, we think fit 
to direct and ordain, that all common halfpenny 
' poets be confined together againft Eailer, as 
. lewd women are wont to be, and that care ho 
taken to convince them of their evil pradices^ 
and to convert them ; and to this purpofe we 
do appoint monafleries of repenting poets* 

Item^ Obferving the exceffive heats ond 
droughts in the dog-days, caufed by the abun« 
dance of funs, and other brighter ftars, created 
and produced by thofe high flying poets, we 
enjoin perpetual filence as to all heavenly be- 
ings, and appoint two months vacation for the 
. mufes, as well as for the law, that they may 
hav^ fome time to recruit and recover the con* 
tinual charge they are at. 

.Lem, Forafmuch as this infernal k& of men, 

condemned to eternal flights, as murderers of 

. good 'words, and ravifliers of fentences, have 

infeded the women with the plague of poetry,. 

we declare that vie louk upon this mifchicf 

.'done them as a fuflicient revenge for the da« 

- mage- we received from their Tex at the begin- 

-«ing bf(the world; and to fupply- the prefent 

wants and btc^Ilitieft the world -novtr '- laboub 
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under, we do farther ordain, that all the fongs, 
, and other vcrfes, made by poets in praife of 
women, be burned like old lace, to take ovt 
the gold and filver they put into their lady's 
hair and ikins, and that all the oriental peark, 
, rubies, and precious (tones, be picked out of 
them, fince they are fo full of thofe rich metal» 
and jewels. 

Here the old poetafter was quite out of pa* 

tience, and darting up in a fume, cried, *' They 

: ^ had even as good rob us of all we have. Fray, 

, " Sir, let us have no more of it, for I dedgn to 

1 •• reverfe that judgment, and remove the caufe, 

: *\not to chancery, for that would be a wrong 

^ to my coat and dignity, but to the fpiritual 

^ court, where I will fpend all I am worth. It 

. •• would be ^ery pleafant, that I, who am a 

. ^ churchman, (hould put up that wrong. I will 

'* make it appear, that an ecclefiaftical poet's 

** verfes are not liable to that proclamation, and 

; ^ to lofe no time, I will go and prove it in open 

. ^ court immediately/' I could have laughed 

heartily at him, but for the more expedition, 

becaufe it grew late, I faid to him, ** Sir, this 

^ <« proclamation is made only for diverfion, and 

/* 18 of no force, nor binding, as having no law- 

.•• ful authority," ••A vengeance on.it/* replied 

the old man, in. a great heat,/^ you A^ould.haye 



i 



THE SPANISH SHARPER. a^S 

^ told rae fo much before, Sir, and might have 
^ faved me all this trouble. Do you confider 
*^ what a thing it is for a man to have a dock 
^ of eight hundred thoufand fongs and ballads 
^ by him, and to hear fuch a decree ? Proceed^ 
** Sir, and God forgive you for putting me into 
" fuch a fright." Then I went on thus : . 

Itcm^ For that very many, fince they left their 
ancient idolatry of heathen gods and goddefles, 
ftill retaining fome Pagan fuperftitions, are turn- 
ed fhepherds, which is the caufe that the cattle 
are withered up with drinking nothing but their 
tears, and parched with the fire that continual- 
ly burns in their fouls, and fo charmed with their 
mufic, that they forget to feed } we do ordain^ 
that they quit that employment, and that fuch 
as love folitude have hermitages appointed' 
them, and the reft to be coachmen and water- 
men, becaufe thofe are callings given to much 
mirth and ribaldry* 

** It was fome fcoundrel, cuckoldy, Sodomi« 
•* tical whorefon," cried the mad rhymer,. •• that 
^ contrived this proclamation ; and if I knew 
^* the dog, I would write fuch a fatire upon him, 
^* as (hould fret his foul, and all that read it. 
M \Yhat a pretty figure a fmooth-fitced man as 
.V I am would make in a hermitage ?/ And would 
^* it be fit for a perfon dignified as reader tp tura 
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** coachman > Enough^ Sir, thbib jefts are hbt 
to be borne with. •* I told you before,*^ faid I, 
•^ that Ihis is all a jeft, jittd a« fuch yoii itiay 
•• hear it/* This faid, I proceeded. 

lietn^ T?o prevertt all wrongsj, we do appoint, 
th&t, for the futuret tio verfes be imported from 
France or Italy^ or other foreign part^ whence 
our {Joets (leal, and ptetend to make them their 
own ; And that whatfoever poet (hall be found 
guilty of this offence, be obliged to Wfear good 
clothes, and to k^ep himfelf cleat), ai)d fvveat 
lor a week at lead. 

Our poet was Very wtell plcafed ^Vith this de- 
tree, for he wore a caffock that was grey with 
age, and fo ragged, that it was a wonder he 
could go about without dropping in pieces: 
His goWn and other accoutrements were only 
fit to manure the ground, which made me 
Imile ; and I told him. It farther ordained, That 
all women, who fell in love with mere poets, 

» 

fhould be reputed ts d^fperate perfbns, who 
liang or drown themfelves, and as fuch nevef 
,fce buried in hallowed ground. 

And confidering the mighty crop of rounder 
lay», fonileta, fongs and ballads, tfaefe over rank 
years have produced, we do ordain, that all par- 
tela of them, which have efcaped thcgrocers^ 
ii^ tobacconifti, at'iinwohliy thofe employ- 
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talents^ be fent to the nttcSSkry houfe^^ without 
any appeal allo\^'ed them* 

To conclade; I came to the lad s^rtick Vifhith 
\\jni thus : Howdver^ vMvi^ it into our pitiful 
confidcfatioh, thiit there are thiree forts of per« 
fons in the nation fo Very itiiferable, that they 
cannot live without this fort of poets, which ^I'e 
players, blind men, and ballad* fingers ; we do* 
ordain, that there may be fortie journeymen oF 
this profiiflion, provided they be licenfed by th^ 
aldermen- poets of their wards ; with this limi* 
tatlon, that the players poets fliali not ufe anjr 
devils or conjurers in their farces, not conclude 
their comedie^i in matrin^ohy > (hat the blind 
men fliall not (ing difmal ftories which happen- 
ed at Jerufalem or Morocco, nor patch up theit 
Verfes ivith *' eak aMb, and well a*day,'' and the 
like; and, that the ballad-fingers fliall no longet 
run upon Sawny and Jocky, ndr quibble upon 
words, nor contrive their fongs fo, that altering 

m 

but the names, they may ferve upon all occa- 
'fions. To conclude, we command all poets in 
general to difcard Jupiter, Venus, Apollo, and 
all the herd of heathen gods and goddefles, oft 
pain of having none but them to priiy bjr thedi 

•on their deathbed. 

. . . 

All that heard the proclamation read, were 
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highly pleafedy and begged copies of it ; only 

the old poetical reader began to fwear by hid 

Bibki that it was a fatire upon him, becaufe of 

what it contained concerning the blind men, he 

told US| he kne^ what he did better than any 

man, and went on, faying, ** Do not miflake 

** me, I once lay in the fame boufe with Linnan, 

** and dined feveral times with Efpinel, and was 

*' in Madrid, as near Lope de Vega, as to any 

^ man in the room, and have feen Don Alonfo 

.** de Arfilla a thoufand times, and have a pic- 

^ turc at home of the divine Figueroa, and I 

** bought the old breeches Padilla left off when 

^* he became a friar, which I ftill wear, though 

** bad enough.'' Thefe were all old Spanilh fa« 

mous poets, with whom he pretended to be thus 

acquainted, as if the knowledge of them would 

have made his nonfenfe the more tolerable. At 

the fame time he fhowed us the breeches, which 

fet all the company into fuch a fit of laughing, 

that none of them cared to leave the lodging. 

But it was now two of the clock, and being to 

.travel farther, we left Madrid. I took my leave 

of him, though unwillingly enough, and travelled 

on towards the Pafs on the mountains. 

It pleafed God,todivert mefrom evil thoughts, 
that I met with a foldier; we fell into difcourfe; 
be a(ked me. whether I came from the courts 
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I told him I only pafled through the town; 
*' It is fit for nothing elfe/ ■ anfwered the foldier^ 
** it is full of bafe people ; by the Lordi I had 
<* rather lie at a fiege up to the waift in fnow; 
** expecting a kind bullet, and half ftarved, than 
** endure the infolencies they offer a man of ho* 
** nour/* I replied. He fhould confider that at 
court there were people of all forts, and that 
they made great account of any perfon of 
worth. Pie cut me off fhort, faying in a great 
paffion, " Why, I have been this half year at 
•• court, fuing for a pair of colours, after twenty 
'* campaigns, and having flied my blood in the 
^* king's fervice, as appears by thefe wounds/' 
And at the fame time he fhowed me a fear half 
ti quarter long on his groin, which was as plain 
a bullet as the light of the day ; and two feams 
on his heels, faying, they had been fhots ; but I 
concluded, by fome I have of the fame fort, 
that they had been chilblains broken. He pulled 
off his hat to (liow me his face, where appeared 
a long gafh from ear to ear, and quite acrofs his 
nofe, befides other fmaller cuts, that made it 
look like a mathematical draught, all of lines. 
*• Thefe," faid he, ** I received at Paris,, ferving 
** my God and my king, for whom I have bad 
*l,iny countenance carved' out, and disfigured ; 
^ and in return, I. have reqcivcd nothing but 
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^* fdit v^ordsy which are equivalent at prefent td 
^* foul a^ionsi Let 'me entreat you, learned 
^ Siri to read thefb psipers ; for by heavens, a 
*' Hidte remarkable man, I Vo^v to God, nevct 
** w^nt into the field ;*' and he fpoke truth, fot 
be had marks enbugh to be known by. With 
this, he began to pull but tin*cafes, and to (ho\V 
me a multitude of papers, which I believed be« 
longed to another, whofe nJime he had borrow* 
ed. I read them, and fpoke abundance in his 
jpraife, pretending that Ctcl'ar and Alexander the 
Great could not compare with him. He laid 
hold of what I faid in a palfion, and cried, ** To 
'* compare with me; by this light! no more are 
^* Hannibal or Scipio, nor others as great as they. 
^ Damn all they did, there was no cannon in 
•• their days. The devil take me, Pohipey would 
^ be a mere chicken now. Fray, Sir, do you 

V but inquire in the Low Countries, about the 
^* exploit performed by the perfon that wanted 
^* a tooth before, and you will hear what they 
••fay of it.*' Are you the perfon. Sir, faidl? 
And he replied, •• Why, who do you think it 
•• was ? Do hot you fee here is a breach in my 
^^ teeth ? But let us talk no more of it ; for it 

V 4oes not become a man to praife himfelf.** 
This difcourfd held us along, till we overtook ^ 
hermit riding on an aifs, witfaa long beard like ft 
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brulh, le^q, and clad in fackploth. We f^luted. 
him as ufual, with the words Deo Gratias; an4 
he began to extol the cQ^n on the groundi ^nd 
ip it the mercies of God. Th^ foldier imniedi* 
ately flew out. and faid, ** leather, I have feen 
^ pike^ charged againft me thicker than (hat 
*< corn ; and I vow tp God, I did all that ipan 
*< could do at the fackjng of Antwerp, that \ did 
" by the Lord !" The hernfit reproved him for 
fwcaring fo much, and he anfwered, ** It is a 
•• fign you were never u foldicri Father, fince you 
" reprove me for excrcifing my calling." It 
made m$ laugh to hear what he made foldiery 
to confiH in, and perceived he was fomc fcoun*- 
drel, who knew little of that noble profeflion. 
but that infamous part, moll ufed by the fcum 
of thofe that follow it. 

We came at length to the Fafs on the nioun- 
tain, the hermit praying all the way on a pair 
of beads fo big, it was a load ; and every bead 
he dropped, founded like a flroke with a mallet. 
The foldier compared the rocks to the forts be 
pretended to have feen, oUferved what place 
was ftrong, and where the cannon might be 
planted for battery. I had my eyes fixed on 
them both, and was as much afraid of the her- 
xnit^s mpnftrous beads, as of the foldiers extra- 
vagant lies. , How eafily, faid be, would I blow 
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Up a great part of this Pafs with gunpowder, and 
do all travelleri good fervice. Thus we came ] 
to CerecediUa, and went into an inn all three of 
US| after night-fall ; we ordered fupper, though 
it was Friday, and in the meanwhile the hermit 
faid, ** Let us divert ourfelves awhile, for idle** 
^* nefs is the fource of all vice, let us play for 
" prayers ;*• and fo faying, he dropped a pack 
of cards out of his ileeve. I could not but laugh 
at that pleafant fight, confidering the great 
beads; but the foldier cried, ** Let us lovingly* 
** play as far as an hundred royals will go 1 have ■ 
** about me/* Being covetous, I faid I would 
venture the like, fum, and the hermit, rather' 
than difoblige, confented, telling us, he had a- 
bout two hundred royals to buy oil for the lamp. 
I muft confefs, I thought to have fucked up all 
his oil, but may the Turk , always fucceedasi 
did. We played at Lanlkenct, and the bed of 
it was, he pretended he did not underftand the 
game, and made us teach it him. He let us win 
for two deals, but then turned fo (harp upon us, 
that be left us bare, and became our heir before ' 
we were dead. The dog palmed upon us fo ' 
ilily, it was a (hamc to fee him; would now and 
then let us draw a fingle (lake, and then double 
it upon us. The foldier every card He loft, let ' 
fly half a fcore oaths, and twice as many curfe$» ' 
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wrapped op in blarphemies. For mj part, I was 
eating my nails, whilft the hermit drew my mo- 
ney to him. He called upon all the faints in 
heaven, itnd in fhort left us pennylefs. We 
would have played on upon fome little pawns^ 
but when he had won my fix hundred royals, 
and the foldier*8 hundred, he faid, That was on-' 
ly for paftime, and we were all brethren, and 
therefore he would not meddle any farther.' 
•• Do not fwear," faid he, *• for you fee I have 
** had good luck, becaufe I prayed to God.*' We 
believed him, as not knowing the fleight be had 
at packing the cards ; and the foldier fwore he 
would never play again, and fo did I. A curfe 

• 

on it, cried the poor enfign, for he then told me ; 
he was fo, *' I have been among Turks and In- 
" fidels, but was never fo dripped." The good 
hermit laughed at all we faid, and pulled out his 
beads again. Haying never a crofs left, I de« 
fired him to treat me at fupper, and pay for our 
lodging till we came to Segovia, fince he had 
cleared our pockets. He pfomifed fo to do, de«. 
voured threefcore eggs, the like I never beheld, 
and faid he would go take his reft. We all lay : 
in a great hall among other people, all the rooms ' 
being taken up before. I lay down very me« *. 
lancholy ; the foldier called the landlord, and 
gave him charge of his papers in the tin*caieS| ' 
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and a bundle of tattered fl^tt^s, 9nd fo we went 
to fleep* TbQ hermit made ttie fign of the 
Qxob^ and we blefled ourfelves from himi 
. He llept, and 1 watched, conniving ho>v to 
get biamdney from him. The foldicr talked in 
his fleep About bi^ hundred royals, as if they 
had not beep pad retrieving, When it was 
time tp rife, he called badily for a light, which 
was brought, and the landlord gav^ the foldier 
his bundle, but forgot his papers. The poor 
enfign made the houfe ring, calling fqr his fer-' 
vice^* The landlord was amazed, and every 
body prcding that he fliould give them, he ran 
out, and brought three cjofe^ftools, faying, 
" There is every one one, would you .have. any 
*• more ?" Supppfing we were all taken with a 
loofenefs; tor in Spanidi, ferviccs is a polite 
word for a clofe-flool. This had like to have 
fpoiled ^11, for the. foldier got up in his (liirt, 
with his fwqrd in bis band, and ran after the 
landlord, fwearing he would murder him ; be« 
caufe he made a jeft of him, who had been at 
the battles. of Lepanto, Saint Quintiq, and feve« 
ral others, and brought blm clpfe-ftpoU inftead 
of the .papers be bad given him. We all ran 
after, tp hold him, and little, enough, whilft th^ 
landlo);d cried, ^ Sir, You aiked me fpr fer- 
** .vices, I was not bound tQ knowi that in the 



THE SPANISH SHARrER. 26$ 

^ language of foldiers, they give that name to 
•' the certificates of their exploits." At length 
we appeafed them, and returned to our room. 
The hermit fearing the worft, lay abed, pre* 
tending the fright had done him harm ; how* 
ever, he paid our reckoning, and we fet out to« 
wards the mountain, very much difturbed at his 
carriage towards us, and much more for that 
we had not been able to get his money from 
him. 

We met a Genoefe, I mean one of thofe 
bankers, who help to drain Spain of all its mo- 
ney. He was going up the mountain, with a 
fervant behind him, an umbrella over his head, 
and much like a rich ufuren We fell into dif- 
courfe with him, and flill he turned it to talk 
of money, for they are a people that feem born 
for nothing but the purfc. He prefently fell 
upon Bizanzon, and to argue whether it were 
convenient or no to put out money to Bizan« 
ion. At lafl the foldier and I afked him, what 
gentleman that was he talked of? He anfwered, 
fmiling, ** It is a town in' Italy, where all the 
^ great money-dealers meet, to fettle the ex« 
'' change and value of coin.** By which we 
underftood that Bizanzon was the great ez« 
change of ufureri. He entertained us on the 
way, telling he was undone, becaufe a bank 
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was broke, in which be had above fixty thoii. 
fand ducats ; and fwore by his confcience to all 
he faid, though I am of opinion, that confcience 
among traders is like a maidenhead among 
whores, which they fell, though they have none. 
Scarce any trader has any confcience, for be^ 
ing informed that it has a fting, they leave it 
behind them with the navelftring when the; 
come into the world. We held on our conver- 
fation, till we fpJed the walls of Segovia, which 
was a great fatisfadion to me, though the 
thoughts of what I had endured under the 
wicked Cabra, at the ftarving boarding-fchool, 
would have given a check to my joy. When 
I came to the town, I fpied my father waiting 
upon the road, which brought tears to my eyes; 
but I went on, being much altered fince 1 left 
the place, for I began to have a beard, and was 
well clad. I parted from my company, and con- 
fidering who was mod likely to know my uncle 
beiides the gallows, I could not imagine whom 
to apply myfelf to. I went up and a(ked feve- 
ral people for Alonfo Ramplon, and nobody 
could giv6 me any tidings of him, every one 
faid be did not know him : I was very glad to 
tind to many honed men in my town. As I 
itood in a ftudy, I heard the common crier fet 
tfp fiis note, and after him my good uncle play- 
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ing his part. There came a file of bareheaded 
fellows, naked to the waift, before my uncle, 
and he played a tune upon all their backs, go- 
ing from the one to the other. I (lood gazing 
at this fight, with a man I had been inquiring of, 
and told him I was a perfon of great birth; when 
1 faw my uncle draw near, and he cfpying me, 
ran to embrace me, calling me, nephew, . I 
thought I fliould have died for fiiame, never 
looked back to take leave of the man I was with, 
but went along with my uncle, who faid to me, 
you may follow till 1 have done with thefe peo- 
ple, for we are now upon our return, and you 
fliall dine with me to-day. I being mounted 
on my mule, and thinking in that gang I fiiould 
be but one degree lefs expofed than thofe that 
were whipped, told him I would wait there, 
and ftepped a little afide, fo very much out of 

m 

countenance, that had not the recovery "of my 
inheritance depended on him, I would never 
more have fpoke.to him, or been feen in that 
place. He concluded his exercife, came back/' 
and carried me to his boufe, where I alighted,^ 
and we dined. ' ' * > 
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CHAP, XI- 

The kind Entertainment I had at my Uncle'ii the Vifita I 
received^ how I fccovercd my Inheritance, and rctorned 
Co Madrid. 

My worthy uncle quartered near the ilaughter- 
houfei at a waterman's houfe^ we went in, and 
he faid to me, " My lodging is not a palace, but 
^' I aflure you, nephew, it (lands conveniently 
** for my bufinefs.'* We went up fuch a pair 
of ftairs, that I longed to be at the top, to know 
whether there was any difference betwixt it and 
the ladder at the gallows. There we came intb 
fuch a low room, that we walked about as if we 
h^d been all full of courtefy, bowing to one an- 
other. He hung up the cat-of-nine-tails on a 
nail, about which there were others with halters, 
broad knives, axes, hooks, and other tools be- 
longing to the trade. He afked me, why I did 
not take off my gown and (it down ? I anfwer- 
ed, I did not ufe to do fo. I cannot exprefs 
how much I was out of countenance at my un- , 
cle's infamous profefiion, who told me, it was 
lucky that I came at fuch a time, for I fliould 
have a good dinner, becaufe he had invited fome 
friends. ^ As wc were talking, in came one of ^ 
thofe that beg charity at the church* doors for 
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poor families in diilrefs, in a purple gown down 
to his heels, and rattling his quefling box, fliid, 
•* I have got as much to day by my diftrefled 
** families, as you have done by the rogues you 
•' flogged." They made fome grimaces at one 
another, the wicked quefler tucked up his long 
robe, difcovering a pair of bandy legs, and cnn« 
vafs breeches, and began to fhifc about, afking, 
whether Clement was come? My uncle told 
him, he was not, when at the fame time in came 
an oak- thre(her, I mean a fwineherd, wrapped 
up in a clout, with a pair of wooden (hoes on, 
i knew him by his horn he had in his handi 
which had been more fafhionable, had it been 
upon his head. He faluted us after his man* 
ner, and next to him in came a left-handed 
fquinting Mulatto,, with a hat that bad brims 
like an umbrella, and a crown like a fugar-loaf; 
his fword as much iron about it as would have 
fet up a fmith's fhop ; a buflf-doublet ; his face 
as full of fears, as if it had been made of patches 
; ditched together. He fat down, fainting all the 
' company, and faid to my uncle, *' By my troth, 
** Alonfo, Flat Nofe and Snaffle have been well 
** mauled to-day.** Up darted the quefler, and 
cried, ** I gave Flechilla, the executioner of 
** Ocana, four ducats, to put on the afs apacci 
^ and play with a ilender cat*of nine-taUs« when 
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"I was fly.flapcd there. By the Lord," quoth 
the Mulatto, ** I was too kind to the dog Lo« 
- ** brezno at Murcia, for the afs went a fnaiPs 
*' gallop all the way, and the rogue laid them 
'* on fo, that my back was all weals. My back 
;'* has his maidenhead dill/* faid the fwineherd. 
•• Every dog has his day/* anfwered the quefter. 
** I mud fay that for myfelf " quoth my good 
uncle, ** that of all whipfters I am the man, who 
*' am true and trufly to thofe that befpeak me ; 
** thefe to-day gave me five crowns, and they 
.** bad a parcel of friendly laflies with the fingle 
,*^ cat-of-nine- tails.** I was fo much out of coun* 
-:tenance, to fee what good company my uncle 
, kept, that my blufhes betrayed me, and the 
['Mulatto perceiving it, faid, ** Is this reverend 
. *' gentleman the pcrfon that fuflfered the other 
,' !Vday, arid had a certain number of ftripes given 
\ ^.him.** I anfwered, '* I ivas none of thofe that 
i •^ fuffered as they .had done." With this my 
n uncle darted up, and faid, ** This is my nephew, 
J •« a graduate. at Alcala, and a great fchplar.'* 
.{They begged my pardon, and made tenders of 
great friendfhip. 

h I was quite : mad to eat my dinner, receive 
tjwhat wasdue^ and get as far as I could from my 
iuncle.^'Theclothijffias laid, and the meat drawn 

rup4q:an old batpas they draw up the alms tl^at 
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is given in prifons. It was diihed up in broken 
platters, and pieces of old crocks and pans, be- 
ing drefled in a {linking cellar^ which was flill 
'more plague and confufion to me. They fat 
down, the quefler at the upper end, and the reft 
as it fell out. I will not tell what we eat, but 
only that they were all dainties to encourage 
drinking. The Mulatto, in a trice, poured down 
three pints of pure red. The fwineherd feeing 
the cup (land at me^ ftill whipt it oflf, pledging 
niore healths than we fpoke words ; no man 
called, for water, or fo much as thought of it. 
Five good minced pies were ferved up j they 
took off the upper crufts, filled them with wine, 
and then faid a fliort prayer for the foul to whom 
the flefli belonged. Then faid my uncle, ** You 
." remember, nephew, what I wrote to you about 
*< your father, it now comes afrefli into my 
«* mind." They all eat, but 1 took up with only 
the bottoms, and ever fince then 1 have retain- 
ed the cuflom of faying a prayer for the foul de- 
parted, when I eat minced pies. The pots went 
round without cealing, and the Mulatto and 
the quefler plied it fo hard, that a di(h of fcurvy 
faufages, looking like fingers of blacks cut off, 
being fet upon the table,, one of them afked 
what they meant by ferving up drefled charcoal? 
.My uncle, by this time, was in fuch a Condi* 

\ N 4 
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tion, up to the throat in wine» with one eye a}« 
mod out| and the other half drowned, that lay- 
ing hold of one of the faufages, in a hoarfe and 
uncouth tone, he faid, ** fiy this bread, which 
** is God*s creature, made to his own image and 
*' likenefs, I never eat better black meat, ne- 
'* phew.** ' It made me laugh with one Hde of 
my mouth, and fret with the other, to fee the 
Mulatto, ftretching out his hand, lay hold of the 
fait, and cry, ** This pottage is hot;*' and at the 
/an:e time, the fwineherd took a whole handful 
of fait, and clapping it into his mouth, fay, 
^ This is a pretty provocative for drinking/^ 
After all this medley, there came fome foup, fo 
orderly was our entertainment. The quefter 
hylr.g hold of a porringer with both handi,criedt 
«« God*8 blelfing on cleanlinefs ;*' and inlleftd of 
clapping of it to his mouth, laid it to his cheek, 
where he poured it down, fcalding his face, and 
wafiiing himfelf in greafe from head to foot, in 
A mod fliameful manner: Being in this miferable 
plight, he tried to get up, but his head being 
too heavy, he was fain to reft with both bis 
hands upon the table, whieh was only a board 
fet upon two treflels, Jo that it overturned and 
greafed all the reft, and then he cried, That the 
fwineherd had puflied him. The fwineherd fee- 
ing the other fall upon him, fcrambled up, and 



THE SPANISH snARr£k« 271 

hylnti hold of his horn trumpet, beat it about 
his ears. They grappled and clung fo clofe to- 
gether that the qucfter fet his teeth in the fwine- 
herd's cheek, and both of them rolling on the 
ground, made fuch a wambling in the fwine« 
herd's belly, that he caft up all he had eat and 
drank in the quefter's face. My uncle, who was 
the fobereft of all the company, aflced how fo 
many clergymen had come into his houfe? Per* 
ceiving that they all looked through multiply* 
ing glafles, I parted the two combatants, made 
them friends, and helped up the Mulatto, who 
lay on the ground maudlin- drunk> and weeping 
bitterly. I laid my uncle on his bed, who made 
a low bow to a tall wooden candleftick he had, 
thinking it had been one of his guefts. Next 
I took away the fwineherd's horn, but there was 
no filencing him after all the reft were afleep, 
he was ftill calling for his horn, and faid, *^ No 
** man ever could play more tunes on it, and 
*•* he would now imitate the organs.** 

In fliort, I never left them till they were all 
faft afleep } then I went abroad, and fpent the 
afternoon in feeing the town ; pafled by Cabra^s 
houfe, and heard he was dead, but never aflced 
of what diftemper, knowing he could die of 
none as long as it was poifible to ftarve. At 
night I returned bomci full four houn after! 
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:had gone out, and found one of the companjr 

liwake, crawling about the room on all four to 

find the door, and complaining he had loft the 

-^hoiife : I raifed him up, and let the reft deep 

till eleven at night» when they awaked of them- 

ifelves, ft retching and yawning. One of them 

-aOced, *' What a clock it was?*' Thefwine- 

-herd) who had not laid half his fumes, anfwered, 

*' It was ftill the he^ t of t e da . , and the weather 

•* very fultry." The quefter. as well as he could 

fpeak, aflced for his cloak, faying, *' The di« 

-^^ ftrelTed families had been long neglciHied, the 

. .," wholecare of them lying upon his hands;'* 

^and thinking to go to the door, he went to the 

window, where feeing the ftars, he cried out to 

.«the others, telling them ** That the iky was 

/'full of ftiirs at noonday, and there was a 

*• mighty cclipfc/' They all bleftcd ihcmfelvcs, 

and killed the floor. Having obferved the vil- 

;japy-of the quefter, I was much fcandalized, 

and refolved to take heed of that fort of men, 

^Tbe light of all thefe abominable pra<flices 

^made me the more impatient to be among gen« 

• tlcmen and perforiS of worth. I got them all 

jawayone by one, the beft 1 could, and put my 
;uncle to'bed, who, though not foxed, was drunk 
;enough^;and;made the beft.fliift I could. my felf, 
;Vfith;inyj.pwn,.^lpthes, and fpnie.of the poor do* 

? ' 
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parted fouls that lay about the room. Thus we 
pafled the night, and in the morning I difcour- 
fed my uncle about feeinp; my inheritance, and 
taking pofleflion of it, telling him I was quite 
tired, and knew not with what. He ftrctchcd 
himfelf, got up ; we had much talk concerning 
my affairs, and I had enough to do with him, 
he was fo uncouth and dulU At length I pre* 
vailed with him to difcover to me part of my 
inheritance, though not all ; and fo he told me 
of three hundred ducats my worthy father bad 
got by fleight of hand, and left them in cuftody 
of a virtuous woman, that was the receiver of 
all that was dole for ten leagues round the 
country. To be fliort, I received and put up 
my money, which my uiiclc had not yet drank 
out, nor confumed ; and that was very much, 
confidcring he was fuch a brutal man ; but the 
reafon was, he thought it would ferve me to 
take my degrees, and, with- a little learning, I 
might come to be a cardinal, which to him 
feemed no difficult matter. When he under- 
flood I had the money, he faid to me, *' My 
** child, Paul, it will be your own fault if you 
^^ do not thrive, and are not a good man, fince 
^* you have a good example before you. You 
^\ have got money, and I will always be your 
** friendi for all I have and all 1 earn is yours/' 

N6 
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. I returned him thanks for his kind ofiers ; we 
fpent the day in extravagant talk, and^ in re- 
turning the viiits to the aforefaid perfons. iThty 
diverted the afternoon playing at all-fours, the 
fame company, my uncle, the fwineherd, and 
the quefter, this laft fquandering the money of 
the poor at a villanous ratcZjIt was wondcr« 
ful to fee how dexterous they were at it, and (lili 
every game there was fo much wet, for the pot 
Apod continually leady before them. Night 
came on, the guefts went away, and my uncle 
and I to bed, for he had now got me a quilt. 
' When it was day, I got up before he was awake, 
r and went uway, without being perceived, to an 
inn, locking the door on the outfide, and thruft- 
ing in the key at a cranny. I went away, as 
I have faidi to an inn, to hide myfelf, and wait 
the next opportunity to go to Madrid^ I left 
him a letter fealed up in the room, wherein I 
gave an account of my departure, and the rea- 
foDB that moved roe fp to do, defiring he would 
make no inquiry after me, for I would never fee 
bixQ more* 
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CHAP. XIL 

M]r Drparture from S^goray and Journey to Madrid» witK- 
wbat happened to me by the Way. 

A CARRIER was fetting out that morning from 
the inn for Madrid^ he had a fpare afs, which I 
hired, and went before to expeA him without 
the city gate. He came accordingly ; I mount* 
cd, and began my journey^ and faid to myfelf» 
'* Farewell to thee for ever, thou knave of an 
** uncle, diOionour of our faxiliily, hcllifli finilh- 
*' er of the law/^ I confidered I was going to 
Madrid, the court of Spain, where, to my great 
fatisfadlion, nobody knew me, and there I 
mud truft to my ingenuity. The firft thing I 
refolved to do was to lay afide my fcholar^s ha- 
bit, and clothe myfelf in the fafiiion. But let 
us return to my uncle, who was in a great rage 
at the letter \ left him, which was to this 
effeft : 

Mr. Alokso Ramplon, 

** Since it has pleafed God to (how 
'* me fuch fignal mercies, as to take away my 
** good fatheri and to order ray mother to be 
^ conveyed to Toledo, vfhere I know the beft 
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** that can come of her is to vanifti away in 
'* fmoke ; all I could wifh for at prefent would 
•* be to fee you ferved as you fcrve others. I 
*^defign to be lingular in my family, for I can 
** never make more than one, unlefs I fall under 
^ your hands, and you carve me up as you do 
'** others. Do not inquire after me, for it be- 
*' hoves me to deny the kindred that is between 
" us. Serve God and the King/' 

It is impofllblc to exprefs how in all likcli* 
hood he railed and fwore at me ; but let us 
leave him there, and return to my journey. I 
was mounted, like Sancho Pancha, on a (lately 
dapple afs, and widied with all my heart that. I 
might meet nobody j when on a fudden I dif- 
covered, at a didance, an underling fort of a 
gentleman, with his cloak hanging on his flioul- 
ders, his fword by his fide, clo/e breeches, and 
boots on, altogether, to outward appearance, 
' genteel enough, with a clean ftarched band, 
and his hat on one fide, like a ballad-finger. I 
conceived he was fome man of quality that was 
walking, and had left his coach behind him ; 
and accordingly, when I came up, faluted him. 
He viewed me, and faid, •• It is very likely, 
^ good Sir, that you travel much more eafy on 
^* that afs than I do with all my equipage.** 
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Imagining he had meant his coach and fervants 
he left behind, I anfwered, "In troth, Sir,! rec- 
" kon it more eafy travelling than in a coach, 
" for though there is no difputc but you go very 
eafily in that you have left behind you, yet the 
" jolting of it is troublefome." ** What coach 
•* behind?" replied he, in a great confternatjon j 
-and turning (hort to look about him, the fud- 
den motion made his breeches drop down, for 
it broke only one point he had to hold them 
up ; and thougli he (Inv me ready to burd with 
laughing, he afkcd to borrow one of me. . Per- 
ceiving he had no more (liirt than would come 
within the waiftband of his breeches, and fcarce 
reach to acquaint his breech he had any, 1 re- 
plied, *' As I hope for mercy, Sir, you had bed 
** wait till your fervants come up, for I cannot 
/' poflibly alBil you, having but one fingle point 
•• to hold up my own breeches." •* If you are 
' •• in jell, Sir," quoth he, holding his breeches in 
. his hands, *' let it pafs, for I do not underftaud 
^y what you mean by fervants." With this he 
vtrent on, and was fo plain in letting me know 
he was poor, that before we had gone half a 
league together, he owned he (houid never be 
able to get to Madrid, unlefs 1 would let him 
,ride upon my afs awhile, he was fo tired with 
. tiealking with; bis • bcees^h^s in , bi$: : hand^, • which 
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moved me to eompaffion, and I alighted. He 
was (o encumbered with his breeches, chat I was 
fain to help him up, and was much furprifed at 
what I difcovered by my feeling ; for behind, as 
far as was covered with the cloak, the buttocks 
had no other fence againft the eyes and the air. 
He being fenfible of the difcovery I had made« 
very difcreetly prevented what reflection I might 
make, faying, ** All is not gold that glitters, re* 
•♦ verend Sir," giving me that title on account 
of my long fcholafs robe ; " no doubt but when 
*•« you faw my fine ftarched band, and the (how 
^ I made, you fancied I was the Lord, knows 
"who. Little do you think how many fine, 
♦• outfides are as liare within as what you felt/*'; 
I aiTured him upon my word that I had conceit- 
ed much different matters from what I found. 
•V Why then, Sir,'^ replied he^ •• let me tell you, 
•• all you have feen as yet is nothing, for every 
^ thing about me is remarkable, and no part of ' 
'** me is truly clad. Such as you fee me, I am a 
^ real fubftantial gentleman, of a good family, 
" and known feat on the mountains ; and could 
^ I but feed my body as I keep my feat and 
^ gentility, I {hould be' a happy man. But as 
> the world goes,, good Sir, there is no keeping 
>^* up noble blood without bread and meat, and, 
^ God be praifed» it nms red in every man's 
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^* veins ; nor can he be a worthy perfon who is 
** worth nothing. /I am how conyinced of the 
** value of a good pedigree, for being ready ta j 
^ ftarve one day, they would not give a chop I 
^ of mutton in the cookVfhop for mine; and 
** yet it is flouriflied with gold letters, but the 
** leaf gold on pills is more valuable, . and few 
** men of letters have any gold. I have fold 
" all to my very burial-place, that nothing may 
^' be called mine when I am dead, for my fa* 
?ther Toribio Rodriguez Ballejo Gomez dc 
*• Ampuero Jordan loft all he had in the world 
*^ by being bound for others. I have nothing 
** now left to fell but the title of Don, and lam 
^* fo unfortunate, that I can find nobody that 
*' has occafion for it, becauCs there is fcarce a 
•* fcoundrcl now biit ufurps it/* Though the 
poor gentleman's misfortunes were intermixed 
with fomething that was comical, I could not 
but pity him, aflced his name, whither he was 
going, and what to do ? He anfwered with all 
his father's namcs^bon Toribio Rodriguez BaU 
lejo Gomez de Ampuero Jordan.\ Never did I 
hear fuch an, empty founding jingling name, 6r 
fo like the clattering of a bell, as beginning ia 
Don^ and ending in dan. He added, he was 
going to Madrid, becaufe a threadbare elder 
brother, as he was, foon grew taiated and mouU 



282 THE HISTORY OF PAUL 

!dy in a country town, and had no way to Tub- 
fid; and therefore he was going to the com^ 
mon refuge of diftreffed perfons, where there is 
^ room for all, and open houfe kept for wander* 
I ing fpongers : And I never want five or fix 
* crowns in my pocket, faid tie, as foon as I come 
thither, nor a good bed, meat, and drink, and 
fometimes a forbidden pleafure ; for a good wit 
at court is like the philofopher's (lone, which 
converts all it touches into gold. This to me 
was the mod M*elcome news I had eVer heard ; 
and therefore, as it were to divert the tediouf- 
nefs of our journey, I defired him to inform me 
how, and by whom, he, and others in his con- 
dition, could live at court, for to me it appear- 
ed a very dilllcult matter^ becaufe every one 
there feemed fo far fVom being contented with 
his own, that he aimed at what belonged to 
others. ** There are many of all forts,^' replied 
my fpark, ** but flattery, is like a mader-key, 
\^ which introduces a man wherefoever he plea- 
** fes, in fuch greut places ; and that you. may 
\ '^not think ftrange of what I fay, do but liften 
\ *^ to my adventures and contrivances,, and yoa 
V* will be convinced of the truth of it." -^ : 
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CHAP. XIII. 

The Threadbare Gentlemaii» by the Way, according to Pro* 
mifei gives an Account of hit Life and Actions. 

• 

** Xh£ firft thing you are to obferve/ is, that at 

** court there are always the wifeft and the weak- 

'* eft, the richeft and the pooreft, and the ex« 

'* tremes of all other forts. There the virtuous 

". are concealed, and the wicked not taken no- 

/* tice of; and there live a fort of people likie 

" myfelf, who are not known to have any eflates, 

/' real ot perfonal, nor does it appear whence. 

i" they came, or how 'they live. Among our- 

** feives we are diftinguifhed by feveral names, 

^* fome are called gentlemen-mumpers, others 

'viharpers, others pinchguts, others barebones, 

/* and others commoners ; but in general, we 

*• live by our wits. For the mod part, we cheat 

:^V our guts of their due, for it is a very danger- 

'«f ous and troublefome thing to live upon others. 

;•• We are mere fcarecrows at all good tables, 

,^^ the terror of cook-fhops, and always unbidden 

*f and unwelcome guells, living like chamelions 

." by the air,, and yet never contented. When 

.** we happen to dine upon a leek, we ftrut and. 

:^* look ^af big as if (luffed with capon. • Who* 
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'* foever comes to vifit us, never fails to find 

*' mutton and fowl bones, and parings of fruit 

<• about the boufe, and the doors (Irewed with 

** feathers and young cony ikins; all which 

we pick up over- night, about the (Ireets, to 

credit us the next day. As foon as the friend 

;*' comes in, we fall into a paiBon, and cry, It is 

^ ** a ilrange thing that I can never make thb 

( *' maid fweep the room in time. Good Sir, ex- 

" cufe me, for I have had fome friends at din« 

' '■ ** ncr, and thefe fervants never mind their bufi« 
/* nefs, ^'C. Such as do not know us, believe it, 
** and thii^k we have had an entertainment, 
'*Next,Vas for dining at other men*i houfes, 

, ^ whenfoever we have fpoke but three words 
*' with a man, we take care to know where be 
^ lives, thither we are fure to make juft at eat* 
^ ing<time, when wc know he is at table ; we 
^ tell him» his converfation has fo charmed us, 
:^ that we are not able to keep away, for he is 
V the mod taking peifon in the world. If he 
J* afks whether we have dined, and they have 
•** not yet begun, we anfwer in the negative. I^f 
I** they invite us, we never ftay to be afked twice, 

i r*« becaufe tbofe ceremonies have often made us 
;H g0 ^itix hungry belliei. If they have 'begun 

^ 1^ toeati we fay we have dined, and then, though 
^ *^ the mafter of the houfc carves up bis fowlr or 

i ' 
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1 *• any joint of mcftt never fo dcxtcroufly, that wc 

:*^ may have the opportunity of chopping up a 

{ •• mouthful or two, wc cry. By your leave^ Sir» 

' ** pray let me have the honour of being your 

^ carver, for I remember, naming fome duke or 

V earl that is dead, God reft his foul, ufed to 

] ^* take more delight in feeing me carve, than in 

, ^ eating. This faid, we lay hold of the knife, 

' ^* cut out curious bits, and fay. How delicately 

** it fmells ! It would be an affront to the cook 

I ^* not to tafte it, what a delicate hand fhe has at 

! *^ feafoning ! With this we fall on, and down 

** goes half the meat in the difli for a tafte. If 

^* there be bacon, we call it our delight; if mut- 

** ton, the only thing we love ; if but a turnip, 

^* an excellent morfel ; and fo tvtry thing that . 

*^ comes in our way, is ever the thing we mof^ 

<* admire. If all this fails, we are fure of the 

'* alms of fome monaftery; which we do not re- 

** ceive in public among the beggars, but pri- 

** vately, endeavouring to perfuade the friars, 

** that we rather take it out of devotion, than 

** for want. 

** It is pleafant enough to fee one of us in a 
** gaming- houfe, how diligently he attends, fnufis 
'* the candles, reaches the chamberpots, fetches 
** cards, applauds all the winner fays, and all 
^* this for a poor royal or two he gives him* We 
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•* carry in bur mind the whole inventory of our' 
*' wardrobe or raglhop, in order to drefs us; and 
••as in fome places they obferve fet times for' 
•• prayer, fo do we for mending and botching/ 
•I It is wonderful to fee what variety of rubbidi 
•• we lay up, and produce upon'occaflon. Wc' 
*\ look upon the fun as our mortal enemy, be-* 
*• caufe he difcovcrs our darns, ditches, and ' 
•• patches ; and yet are forced to be beholding* 
♦^ to him, (landing up with our legs wide open 
" in the morning where he fliincs in, to difcover* 
*^ by the fliadows on the ground, what Hireds or 
•• rags hang between our legs, and then with a 
•• pair of fciflars we trim the breeches. Now 
" that part betwixt the thighs being fo apt to 
" wear, it is very odd to obferve what gaps we 
M make behind to fill up the forepart, fo that 
•* very often the pofteriors are hacked away, till 
•* they remain quite naked. Only the cloak is 
." privy to this fecret, and therefore we are very 
" cautious of windy days, and of going up ftairs 
^ that are light, or mounting a-horfcback. We 
•• make it our bufincfs to ftudy poflures againfl; 
•* the light } and if it prove a very bright day, 
*• we walk with our legs as clofe as may be, and 
•• fit as if our knees were clung together, lor 
•• fear left we open them the gafties may ap. ' 
•Vpear.. ♦.There^ is .nothing about uy^ but what 
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*^ ha8 been another thing before^ and may have 

<* a particular hiltory writ of it ; as for inftance, 

M you fee this waiftcoat, Sir, it was once a pair 

^* of wide kneed breeches, grandchild to a fliort 

^* cloak, and great grandchild to a long mourn« 

^* er*s cloak, which was its (irft parent, and now 

*Vit waits to be converted into footing for 

** ftockings, and forty other things.* Qur focks 

'* were once handkerchiefs, defcended from 

*' towels, which had been fhirts, and thofe the 

'^ iflue of flicets ; after all this, they are made 

^* into paper, on which wc write, and at lad^ 

** burn to make blacking for our flioes, where I 

" have feen it perform wonders, recovering many 

** a pair that was condemned as only fit for the 

** dunghill. At night we never fail to get at 

•' the grcatcft diftancc we can from the light, 

** for fear of difcovering our threadbare cloaks, 

** and woollefs coats, for there is no more knap 

** on them than is upon a (lone; and though it 

** pleafes God to give us hair on our faces, we 

** have none on our clothes ; and therefore to 

** fave the expence of a barber, we always Qon\ 

•• trivc to ftay till two of us want triming togc- 

'* ther, and then we fcrape one another, follow- 

",ing the advice of the gofpel, * Be helpful to 

•* one another like loving brethren.* Befides, 

*< we always take care not to intrude into the 

4 ^ 
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/ *^ houfes of otheri, for every, gnc keeps his owiii 
' ; I V* and titnely notice is given to avoid conten* 

]/ •* tioHi being very jcalou$ in the point of eating, 
*^ It is an indifpenfable duty among us to ride 
*^ about all the great noted ftreets once a quar*' 
** ter, though it be on a colti and once a-year 
*^ to go in a coatb, when we ate fure to fit as 
** clofe to the door as po'flible, thrufting out our 
** heads, bowing to all that pafs by to be feen/ 
^* and talking to our friends and acquaintance* 
'* though they do not fee or mind us. If any 
** unmannerly creature happens to bite us be* 
** fore ladies, we have Wdys to fcratch in public, 
•• without being taken notice of; for if it hap-' 
♦• pens to be on the thigh, we tell a (lory of a 
** foldier we faw had a Ihot through there, clap* 
** ping our fingers on the place that itches, and 
*• clawing inttead of pointing. If it is in the 
*^ church, and they fiing on our breads, we beat 
•* them by way of devotion, though it be at a 
'^ chriftening ; for the back, we lean againft a; 

; " pillar or wall, and rub it there, as if we only 

I , •• flood up to obferve fomething. To deal in., 
•• gcnuQufly, as to the matter of lying, not one 

. ** word of truth ever comes out of our mouths. 
** In all companies we run over a bead-roll gf 
^^dukes and earls, making fome of them our, 
'< friends, and others our relations, always ob^* 
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** ferving that thofe great men mud be either 
** dead, or very remote. The bed of all is, that 
** we never fall in love, unlefs it be to earn our 
** bread ; for by our conflitutions, coy ladies, 
'* though never fo beautiful, ate abfolutely for- 
II bidden ; fo that we ever court a tripeman 
^* for our meat, the landlady for our lodging, 

. <* the Aarcher for our -band, and other necefla* 
** ries ; and though fuch flender diet makes us 
^* unfit to fatisfy them all, yet we kqep them in 
*• good humour: Will any body that fees the 
" bpots on my legs believe they are upon the 
•* bare fkin, without any (lockings ? Or will any 
'** one that fees my curious ftarched band ima* 
^^ glne I have no fliirt ? Let me tell you, Sir, a 
** gentleman may make a fliift without thofe 
** things, but there is no living for him^without 
** a fet flarched band. This is an outward orna- 
^* ment, altogether ncccfTary to grace a man ; 
<* and bcfidcs, when he has turned it, and wound 
^* it every way, the (larch in it will make him a 
^' mefs as good as watergrueL In ihort, reve- 
** rend Sir, a gentleman of our (lamp muft go 
^^ through all forts of wants an^ hard(hips, and 
** that is the way to live at court. Sometimes 
** he flouri(hes and rolls in plentyi and at ano- 

; '< ther time he falls into an hofpital ; but (till be 
V0L.L iv O -^ 



